
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



gAMPSOK LOW; SON, & Co. a^-How.piibksfejn^- ■ 

THE POWER OP pSA YER liy the Bey. SAansa Jbbib jgrB^EmMi, n D 
New and Cheaper EditiotL ISnio,, cloth, ^g/^^^^fl^^'^^^^'^-^SiiMJi, D, D 

Praver^".*HM.i^'K'^?-'^ ^^^1' ^^ ^^^'^ ^*^^ ^^1^ ^ '^'^'^ ^tlhi Torfer H- 
S^r ,«^H!f P"^' ^^ ^^^ ^^^'^ toBtlinony, The fonn Jn V»]iich tb^ dlu^nf are 

Tii.^J^ TneirOHm (SE^^ft Sebi/J) By theR^r. n^snT WiKD rtBEODni 

- F.„„ ^o *^* ^**^^^ "O^** FiratEerifes may be haA uniform. 

*iJ K^ "^T* P''^"*''-^^^'^ '^^'^^iti^ "f»- rich in sti!Ke«iTC- -mil' «™^r».i 

mm wordH that will do the world a vaat deal af good."— 37it= i-rfi*. ^ 

H.Hn^?^?'*^^ ^^*^^^ ^^f^^ TEXTS, tending to a Life of Practi y 
lUUn^. '^Commup.with your o^n heart. ^-P.^i,, At. 4 P^?^3 'o ^ckaM^ 
- ***'SfJl"^'^ ^^ ^-'.'* work iAi.l be eqtmUy divided bcEween the ChJrch 

^erj.^hT.?'' ^^ ^^^''^^ ""'^^ ^^^-^' -'^ ^^^ ^----S' 



1 




Books now I^u 



VII. 

CHRIST IS ALL AND IN ALL ; or 
the B«y. Geokgb Fisk, LL.B., Prebendf 
A Series of Meditations, Preparatory to t 
Hymns, Meditations, and Prayers. Fool 

"Written with a logical precision t 
of Chillingworth, expr^sed in language 
the style of William Romaine. For or 
book, or one more likely to be useful 
finding it a pleasant companion for 
when time shall be no more." — Stxind 



THANKFULNESS; or. Passage 
A Narratire. By the Author o 
4th Edition. Foolscap, cloth, 38. ( 

V The Third Edition of " Earo 



OUR LITTLE ONES IN HI 
looted ftrom the Writings of far 
Ber. Henrt Bobbins, M.A. 
Frontispiece after Sir Joshua F 



THE BOY MIS8I0NAET 
Pabkbb. Ooktbnts : Chap 
—III. The Work Begins — 
Poor Jack.— VII. Signs of 
clears away. — X. Reaping' 

ALWAYS DO YOUR 
with about Thirty Engrav 
William Hanrey, and Ha 



Now 
THE MINISTER'S 
Bbbchbb Stowb, Av 
price 2d. each part 

SAMPSON ' 



THOUGHTS ON- THE SERVICES, 

OR, MEDITATIONS BEFORE '* 

WORSHIP: 

DESIGNED AS AN INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY, 
AND AN AID TO ITS DEVOUT USE. 

BY A. CLEVELAND COXE, 

RECTOR OF GRACS CH., BALTIMORE. 
ADAPTED TO THE USE OF MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

BY REV. LEOPOLD J. BERNAYS, M.A. 

LATE FELLOW OF ST. JOHN's COLLEGE, OXFORD. 



LONDON: 

SAMPSON LOW, SON, AND CO. 

47, LUDGATE HILL. 

1859. 

/Jf. jZ,/fo. 



EDITOR'S PREFACE. 




HEN this little work was put into my hands, 
with a requeft that I would fuperintend its 
paflage through. the,prefs, adapting it, where 
alteration was need^di to, the ufe of mem- 
bers of our own Chur.dh; I was not. aware of the con- 
fiderable difference whiqh exifted in /jhe Leflbns felefted 
by the two Churches, of America a'nd England, for the 
various days of public Service. The exiftence of this 
difference has not only rendered the revifion of the work 
more laborious, but has made it, to a certain extent, lefs 
complete for the ufe of Englifh Churchmen than it is for 
thofe for whom it was originally defigned. 

The Colleft, Epiftle, and Gofpel, however, are always 
the fame, and as the Leffons of the American Church, 
when they differ from thofe feleded by our own, are 
Angularly appropriate to the fervices of the day, I have 
thought it better, while adding a (hort ftatement of 
what I fuppofed to be the objeft of the framers of our 
Liturgy, to retain the comments of the author on the 
Leffons appointed in his own Church, thus recommen- 
ding thofe chapters for private reading on the Sundays 
or holidays on which they occur. 
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With the exception of a few notes, where they ap- 
peared defirable, and fome few paffages in the text, 
always denoted by brackets [ ], the work appears very 
much in its original form.* Although I do not profefs 
to agree with every expreffion in it, there appears to me 
to be fo much of found fenfe and true piety difplayed in 
it, that I have good hope that it will be acceptable to 
many an Englifti reader. 

The author has vifited this country, and has recorded 
his ** Impreffions of England," and his deep intereft in 
its Church, the mother of his own community, in an 
interefting work, containing fome valuable opinions and 
fuggeftions. 

L. J. Bernays. 

Elfhee Hill, June 7, 1859. 



* Once or twice, where a word was introduced, needleffly (as it 
feemed to me), fuggefting a controverfial feeling, I have ventured 
to ftrike it out, as being fuperfluous in a work entirely of devotion. 
I am fure I fliall have the Author^s and the Reader^s forgivenefs 
for the very flight liberty which I have taken with the text. 




PREFACE. 

I^HIS book belongs to that humble fort, 
which only aims to be ufeful. It is 
intended to inftrudl and edify devout 
perfons, who cannot ftudy learned 
and critical works. The writer's earlieft experi- 
ences, as a paftor, convinced him that there are 
many who require fuch a help to the full enjoy- 
ment of our worlhip. After delivering courfes of 
le£lures on the Services to his congregations in St. 
Ann's, Morrifania, and St. John's, Hartford, he 
publifhed fome of his " Notes" in " The Calen- 
dar" in 1845. Thefe are now completed, and 
conftitute this book. 

While inftrufting candidates for Orders in 
Paftoral Theology, in Trinity College, he was led 
to believe that in addition to the ordinary text- 
books on thefe fubjeds, fomething imbued with 
the/deling of each fervice, might be highly ufeful 
to our younger clergy. The lamented Dr. CroA 
well, of Bofton, had previoufly urged him to 
fupply this want by republifliing the '* Notes" 
from the " Calendar," juft as they were ; adding, 
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that he had actually made thefe fcraps into a little 
book, which he found ufeful even to himfelf. 
Thus encouraged, the writer ought not to have 
been deterred perhaps by his own feelings of dif- 
fatisfadlion with what he had written : but, after 
long waiting for time to make it better, he now 
fends it forth, with very little alteration, to do 
what good it may, by God's bleffing on its infuf- 
ficiency. 

The objeft is to beget habits of clofe attention 
to the Pfalms and Leffons, and their bearing on 
the fubjefts of each particular fervice. The 
young, more efpecially, need to. learn that the 
Church's arrangement of the Leffons and other 
portions of Scripture is a commentary of itfelf, 
and that the Word^ x\\\x^ fitly fpoken^ is indeed *'like 
apples of gold, in piSures of fdver." The follow- 
ing hints may be neceffary to a full underftanding 
of the plan of this book : — 

I. The Liturgy, ftriSly fpeaking, is the 
Communion Service, with its ColleS, Epiftle and 
Gofpel. The key-note of all the appointments 
for any day is therefore found in this part of 
worlhip. In this Service alfo the Decalogue, or 
Moral Law, is read on every Feftival, as part of 
the Penitential Syftem of the Church ; and becaufe 
it is written — *' He that turneth away his ear 
from hearing the Law^ even his prayer fhall be 
abomination." 
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2. The Daily Prayer of the Church grew 
out of the Synagogue worlbip, which confifted of 
Pfalms and Leflbns. Thefe Pfalms and Leflbns, 
on Sundays and Holidays, were conformed to the 
higher folemnities of "the brealcing of Bread," for 
which chiefly the primitive Faithful were gathered 
together. 

3. The Introits are the Pfalms which are 
fung before the Communion Service begins. They 
are commonly fung in metre; but in this book 
the verfion of the Pfalter is cited, as more fuited 
to point out the infpired purpofe and meaning. 

4. Anthems are fung after the third Colleft, 
in the Church of England, by rubric j but, in 
the American Church, before and after the Ser- 
mons, at the difcretion of the Minifter. Though 
the places where they are conftantly ufed are 
comparatively few, they are frequently fpoken of 
in this book, tofupply the mind with a thought for 
the day, to be ufed as St. Paul fuggefts, *' finging 
and making melody in your hearts to the Lord." 

The Clergy, by giving emphafis to the charac- 
teriftic portions of the Leflbns and Gofpels, often 
preach Christ moft powerfully, even when there 
is no Sermon. But, nothing can make up for the 
lack of a genuine relifli in the people's hearts, for 
each *' portion of meat in its feafon." 

The writer has avoided a dry and technical 
manner of arranging his comments, believing that 
a more uniform method of treating the fer vices 
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would become wearifome. What is loft in ap- 
parent method, he trufts, is regained in the com- 
parative frefbnefs of each fucceffive page. 

For ufe in Church, before Service begins ; for 
the clofet of invalids, defirous of being prefent, in 
fpirit, with their fellow worfliippers ; for the in- 
ftruftion of children, and as an introduftion of the 
Church's fyftem to ftrangers, the writer commits 
it to his beloved brethren of the Houfehold of 
Faith. 

J\» V/. V/. 

Baltimore, 1858. 




MEMORANDA. 

CT is well to be early at Church, if the time be- 
fore fervice be devoutly employed in the ufe of 
the Prayer-book or Bible. 

Inftead of ftaring about, or liftleflly lolling 
in our feats after the ufual devotions on coming in, we 
(hould read over the Pfalter, or fome other portion of 
Scripture, as fuited to direft our thoughts in the Houfe of 
Prayer, and as the beft ilimulant to enjoyment of the pub- 
lic SeiTice. 

If it be indeed the houfe of God, why (hould we throw 
away one minute within its facred walls, and at the very 
gate of Heaven ? 

Let me fuggeft fcveral particulars, by which you may 
be aflifted in acquiring decent and devout habits. 

1 . Do not be afraid of making your devotions too long, 
when you firft bow your head on entering. 

2. If you have time, ufe the Collefts in the Ordination 
Service for the Minifter and the congregation, your breth- 
ren and fellow-worftiippers. 

3. Find the Pfalms for the day; look them over; and 
alfo the Epiftle and Gofpel, and fuit your ejaculations to 
the feafon, the feftival or the fubjeft. 

4. Look over your baptifmal vows ; your confirmation 
promifes; and ufe proper ejaculations, befeeching God 
for grace to keep them. 
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5. If you have God-children, now is the tinie to pray 
for them ; or for your own children ; or for both together. 

6. If you have particular fins to repent of, confefs them 5 
and ufe the prayers in the Commination Service, or the 
51ft Pfalm, as preparatory to the General Confeflion and 
the Abfolution in the Service. 

7. If you have received peculiar mercies, thank GOD 
for them ; and ufe the 63 rd Pfalm, or fome other Pfalm of 
Thankfgiving. 

8. If in peculiar affliftions, ufe fome of the Penitential 
Pfalms, fuch as the Pfalms 6, 31, 32, 38, 39,44, 51, 80, 
90, or any Prayers appropriate. 

9. Or make ufe of the Colle£)s fucceflively 5 as remind- 
ing you of paft and future Services, and as being very 
comprehenfive. 

10. Or if you choofe, commune ijuith your o<wn hearty 
and be Jiilli and like the publican, '' fmite upon your 
breaft, faying — God be merciful to me ajinner I " 

Oh, when all this might be done how can Chriftians 
fpend holy time in the holy place, in ftaring at their neigh- 
bours, or in even more trifling ways ! Would not minifters 
be more faithful \ miflionaries more numerous; almfgivers 
more bountiful ; and the Church more peaceful, if all did 
thus ? Oh pray for the peace of Jerufalem in this way, and 
for all our fellow- Chriftians in all Churches throughout the 
world 5 and then if Sion profper not, at leaft they will prof- 
per who love her. 

And finally — why (hould we ever pafs by an open 
Church, without entering it, and at leaft doing as did the 
publican? On week-days — in ftrange cities — anywhere, 
where God's holy houfe invites us in — why not make a 
prayer, or offer one, and go on our way rejoicing ? 

Some quietly praftife already what is thus recom- 
mended. Converfmg lately with a brother, and fpeaking 
on this point, the writer was glad to be anfwered fome- 
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what^ as follows : ** Why, fuch has been my pra^lice for 
a long time, and I know feveral of my friends who do 
the fame, without faying anything about it, and indeed 
feeling a little awkward if obferved for it. But I'm glad 
to know that the good Spirit of God has put it into 
more hearts than ours." 

If you approve thefe remarks, reader, let your Saviour 
know it, by adopting the habit ; and if others find it out, 
they may follow your example.* So perhaps you may be 
the means of faving fome brother from forgetting God 
and his duty. 

I fubjoin fome introduftory remarks, on the Feaft of St. 
Andrew, as it governs the feafon of Advent, and leads the 
choir of minor feafts. For this there is reafon of con- 
gruity. The readinefs of the true Ifraelites for the firft 
Advent fiirnifhes an example to us who expeft the fecond ; 
and Andrew was the firft called to be an Apoftle, and the 
firft to announce the Meffiah, as fuch, to his brother St. 
Peter, as we read in the Gofpel of St. John. Thefe holy 
brothers were among thofe who " feared the name of the 
Lord," according to the injun6lion of the prophet, in thofe 
days of waiting which fupervened upon the clofing of the 
line of great prophets, which began with Samuel and 
ended with Malachi. Hence in them was fulfilled the 
promife of Malachi — " unto you that fear my name, fhall 
the Sun of Righteoufnefs arife, with healing in His wings." 

The Colleft for the day, accordingly, embodies this idea 
of readinefs^ and of unworldlinefs in obedience. We pray 
for grace to imitate the Apoftle, in prompt obedience to 

* [The great point, as it appears to the Editor, in all fuch prac- 
tices, is, that thofe who ufe them ihould not reft in them, as en- 
furing their own falvadon, and that they ihould not defpife others 
who ufe them not.] 
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the admonitions of the Gofpel, and to the commandments 
of <JOD's Law. The Epiftle fets forth the glory of the 
Gofpel miniftry, of which St. Andrew was an original dif- 
penfer, on the borders of the Black Sea, near Sinope, and 
about the now famous region of the Crimea, and Sebaf- 
topol. The Gofpel is a brief hiftory of his call into the 
apoftolic miniftry, after his original introduction to the 
Saviour, as a difciple of John the Baptift. St. Andrew 
is faid to have completed his work, as an Apoftle, at Patrae 
in Achaia, where he was dreadfully fcourged by the heathen 
magiftrate, and then fixed to a crofs of the figure of the 
letter X, which, in the Greek language, is the initial of the 
name of Christ. 

The Proper LeiTons for the day are from the Book of 
Proverbs, and contain inftru6lions fuited to any feafon, but 
not otherwife ipecial to the feafl. It appears to be the 
wifdora of the Church, to exercife her children on thefe 
minor feflivals, by leflbns from which they may fele6l for 
themfelves fuch particular counfels as the fpirit of the day 
may have adapted to the mind and heart, under the guid- 
ance of the Holy Ghost. 




Thoughts on the Services. 

Advent Sunday. 

IjHE Sun of Righteoufnefs is the great 
centre around which the Church re- 
volves, and her ritual year begins 
with a renewal of His glorious light 
and warmth. Thus it happens, that in the king- 
dom of heaven we live in advance of the world ; 
we are a whole month on our way, before the 
civil year begins. In this manner we are taught 
to be ever on the alert, " looking for and batten- 
ing unto the coming of the day of God." 

This feaft of the Advent, which opens the Ad- 
vent Seafon, is one which ftrongly mingles the 
moft joyous with the moft appalling thoughts ; for 
while it ftrikes the key-note of our Chriftmas re- 
joicings, it dwells on the firft Advent with efpecial 
reference to its bearings on that which is yet 
future, and for which we are called to prepare. 
Our " fong is of mercy and of judgment.*' 
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Nothing can be conceived more falutary to the 
foul than this annual awakening and fetting for- 
ward towards Immortality ; and the Advent Sea- 
fon (hould always be made one of difcipline, and 
of folemn meditation and reading on the Four 
Laft Things — Death, Judgment, Heaven, and 
Hell J for all Time is but the prelude to Judg- 
ment and Eternity. 

In the Chriftian Year, Advent Sunday anfwers 
to the day in the Mofaic year, when the " trumpet 
was blown in Zion," preparatory to the Feaft of 
Tabernacles. As Chriftmas is the Chriftian 
Feaft of Tabernacles, the analogy is complete. A 
proper anthem for the day may be made of the 
ftriking words of the Pfalmift — " Bow thy hea- 
vens, oh Lord, and come down ; touch the moun- 
tains, and they (hall fmoke," In fome fuch 
thrilling pafTage of Scripture is often condenfed 
the entire fpirit of a feaft-day ; and here we have 
that longing after God, which is the inftinft of 
the Church, His Spoufe, and which fays " come 
quickly" where the world would delay. 

The Firft Leffon begins the Prophet Ifaiah, 
who is always read in Advent for the Old Tefta- 
ment Leffon, becaufe Ifaiah is the Evangeliji of 
the older Scriptures, and abounds with predictions 
of both Advents of the Lord Jesus. On this 
account Ifaiah is omitted in the regular order of 
the prophets, and is referved till this time, both in 
the ordinary and fpecial tables of Leffons. 
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This Leffonwill be found full of the judgments of 
the Lord, refpedling juftice, mercy, and truth, 
fhowing what He will require of us at the laft 
day J but it alfo fuits the occafion, as fetting forth 
the requirements of God with refpeft to the 
Ecclefiaftical Year now openmg, '' its new- 
moons, and Sabbaths and appointed feafts." God 
appointed thefe obfervances under the Law, yet 
becaufe of the iniquity, oppreffion, and blood- 
guiltinefs of His people He was forced to fay — 
'' My foul hateth them j they are a trouble unto 
Me ; I am weary to bear them." There can be 
no doubt that, in like manner, the Chriftian fefti- 
vals, however precious to God when kept in fpirit 
and in truth, are hateful to Him, if defiled by 
praftical irreligion or unbelief, by cruelty to the 
poor and needy, or negleft of any of our fellow- 
creatures in their temporal and fpiritual wants. 

Moft fuitable for meditation at this feafon is 
that pidlorial opening of the Gofpel by St. Luke, 
in which the announcement of the Firft Advent 
is made to Zacharias and to the Virgin Mary. It 
contains the falutation of Gabriel, and the BlefTed 
Virgin's refponfe— '' Be it unto me according to 
thy word," in which the perfection of faith, and 
hope, and unqueftioning obedience are fo beauti- 
fully illuftrated by this meek " handmaid of the 
Lord." It is defigned to prepare us for Chrift- 
maSy and at the fame time to remind us by the 
fulfilment of the promifes refpe£ting that firft 



4 ADVENT SUNDAY. 

coming, that the Judgment is no lefs certain in 
its time. When the appointed day arrives, the 
Archangel will again appear, and with his voice, 
and the found of a trumpet, proclaim the general 
refurre£tion, and the gathering of all nations in 
the Valley of Decifion. No one can attentively 
ftudy the words of this Gofpel without emo- 
tion, as the great events to which the infpired 
Evangelift introduces us are rehearfed with all the 
effeft of brilliant portraiture. 

In the Litany, let the mind dwell on the peti- 
tions which relate to the Incarnation, and on that 
which fupplicates deliverance in the hour of death 
and in the day of Judgment. 

The Introit* will be, perhaps, the fiftieth 
Pfalm ; or its fpirited verfion, verfes 3, 4 : — 

** Our God ihall come, and keep no more 
Mifconftnied filence as before, 

But wafting flames before Him fend." 

The CoUeft for the day is a fublime petition, 
illuftrating the original idea of fuch a prayer, 
which is that it coUe£fs^ or gathers together, the 
prominent parts of the Service for the day, and re- 
duces them to a praftical offering of mingled 
prayer and praife to God. Thus the Epiftle 
which bids us to " caft off the works of darknefs,** 
and the Gofpel, which exhibits the " great hu- 
mility*' of the firft Advent, are united in the 

• For explanation of this word, fee Preface. 
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petition that we may be prepared for the glorious 
majefty in which He fhall come to judge the 
quick and the dead, and for the award of immor- 
tality which is the inheritance of the juft. Refled 
efpecially on the language of the Epiftle, that " it 
is high time to awake out of fleep," that " the 
night is far fpent, and the day is at hand ; " and 
conne£l it mentally with the beautiful imagery of 
the prophet, *' Watchman, what of the night ? 
The morning cometh, and alfo the night." The 
refurreftion draws nigh, though we muft firft 
fleep in the night of death. Awake, and pray 
the Saviour that He would give us light, that He 
would fill our vefTel with oil, and replenifh our 
lamps, and then we may lie down in our graves, 
and have no fear that our lamps will have gone 
out, when the cry is made, and the Bridegroom 
cometh. 

The Gofpel is defigned to contrafl the meek 
and lowly appearance of the great King in the 
days of His flelh, with the royal fplendours which 
(hall furround His coming in the clouds of Hea- 
ven. 

If there be a celebration of the Holy Com- 
munion, dwell on the thought that many fhall fay 
in that day, " we have eaten and drunk in thy 
prefence," to whom the Judge fhall anfwer, " I 
know you not whence ye are ; depart from me, 
all ye workers of iniquity." The Euchariflic 
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hymn may be felefted to relate to the Judg- 
ment; e.g.: — 

" How will my heart endure 

The terrors of that day, 
When earth and heaven, before His face, 

Aftonifhed ihrink away/* 

At Evening Prayer the Firft Leflbn contains 
many marked allufions to the day of the Lord, 
*' when He arifeth to fhake terribly the earth.** 
It is cuftomary, in fome churches, to provide a 
Judgment-anthem ; but perhaps nothing is more 
impreffive to the ordinary worfhipper than the 
folemn finging of a part of the familiar hymn : — 

'' Great God, what do I fee and hear I 
The end of things created/' 

So folemn a day ought to be concluded in the 
family in an appropriate way, and afterwards in 
the clofet. For private reading, nothing could be 
more appropriate than the impreffive words of our 
Lord, Matt. xxv. 31 : — " When the Son of 
Man fhall come in His glory, and all the holy 
Angels with Him ; then fhall He fit upon the 
throne of His glory.** In faft, the earnefl Chrif^ 
tian would do well to begin with the preceding 
chapter of St. Matthew, and to read devoutly the 
whole of the Saviour's Advent Sermon. So 
may he fpend a good day, and lie down at night, 
at peace with God, and, by His undeferved 
mercy, ready for the Judgment-trumpet, let it 
found when it may. 




Second Sunday in Advent. 

f HIS day is defigned to fet before us the 
great truth, that the Holy Scriptures 
are given us to prepare us for Judg- 
ment, as well as to teftify of Christ. 
The " teftimony of Jesus is the fpirit of pro- 
phecy,'* and the word that He fpake " the fame 
(hall judge us at the laft day." Accordingly, the 
Leffon from the Prophet Ifaiah is a ftrong remon- 
ftrance againft the iniquities which fhall be punifhed 
in the Great Day of Account. 

In the CoUeft we entreat Almighty God for 
grace to ufe aright the Holy Scriptures, which 
are " able to make us wife unto falvation." Thus, 
we acknowledge the Bible to be the counterpart 
on earth of the Book of Account which is kept in 
heaven ; and the fpirit of our prayer is, that it may 
be to us an affurance that our names are written 
in that Book of Life, which fhall be opened at the 
laft day. 

The Epiftle is the portion of Scripture which 
fupplies, in part, the language of the Colle£b, and 
which is further appropriate, becaufe it fets forth 
Christ as the " Root of Jeffe" and the hope of 
the Gentiles. The Gofpel makes itfelf felt, as an 
overwhelmingly fublime prediftionof theLaftDay, 
and of the fearful figns which fhall precede it. It 
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was the cuftom of the Ancient Prophets to give 
an immediate fign or fulfilment of their words, in 
token that the ultimate fulfilment would be as 
certain. Our Lord, therefore, gave the deflruc- 
tion of Jerufalem and of the Jewifh Church and 
State as the immediate token or fulfilment of what 
He predifted concerning the deftrudion of all 
things temporal. Improbable as it then appeared 
that fuch a fign would prove a reality before that 
generation of men pafTed from the flage of human 
life, we all know that it a£lually came to pafs, and 
that the Jewifh people have ever fince been wan- 
derers over the face of all the earth. Thus then 
the whole prophecy is fulfilled in earnefl or pledge, 
and we cannot doubt that it will be fo in its entire • 
length and breadth. Heaven and earth fhall pafs 
away, but Christ's word fhall not pafs away. 
This concluding text of the Gofpel for the day 
continues the great idea of the CoUeft, that the 
word of God is the fure monitor and guide of the 
feithful. 

Among other fuitable hymns, none is more ap- 
propriate to follow the Gofpel than that fimple and 
touching paraphrafe : — 

** Ah, how fhall fallen man 
Be juft before his God ! " 

In the Evening LefTon, the worfhipper will not 
foil to note the prophetic words concerning the 
times in which we are now living, as premonitory 
of the Judgment ; " The earth mourneth and 
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fadeth away; the world languiflbeth and fedeth 
away ; the . haughty people of the earth do lan- 
guifli." The concluding verfe of the chapter is 
fcarcely lefs ftriking — " The moon fhall be con- 
founded and the fun afhamed, when the Lord of 
hofts {hall reign in Mount Zion, and in Jerufalem, 
and before his Ancients, glorioufly," 



Third Sunday in Advent. 

lEHOLD, I fend my mefTenger before 
thy face who (hall prepare my way be- 
fore thee." This prophecy has a double 
fulfilment. In one fenfe it has already 
come to pafs. John the Baptift was the Elijah 
who heralded the firft coming of Christ. But 
the Apoftolic miniftry is the John Baptift of the 
latter day, heralding the Second Advent and the 
coming of the Judge. 

Accordingly the Church to-day dwells on the 
Chriftian Miniftry and its great Miffion, in con- 
nedlion with a retrofpeft of that of the Baptift, as 
its precurfor. There is a marvellous blending of 
interefts and of fubjefts therefore in the Services 
of this day. As a mere preparation for Chriftmas, 
the miniftry of John Baptift might well come into 
view; but again, as a preparation for Judgment 
it is not lefs co-incident, for its burthen was and 
is — " flee from the wrath to come.*' With this 




10 THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

mefTage that of the Gofpel Miniftry is ftriftly har- 
monious, and the fubjed of eternal rewards and 
punifhments is thus prefented with that of Death 
and Judgment. 

The CoUeft will be found to fum up what is 
thus afferted with reference to the fpirit of the 
day. The Epiftle, fhort as it is, is admirably 
feleSed, as a condenfed ftatement of the commit- 
fion of Christ's minifters, and of the relations 
fuftained by them and by thofe that hear them to 
the bar of God. They are not merely minifters 
of the Word, but *' Stewards of the myfteries," 
that is, minifters of the Sacraments and other 
means of grace, for the adminiftration of which 
they bear " the keys of the kingdom.'* They 
bind and loofe, and open and fhut ; and when they 
do fo according to the laws of the kingdom^ then 
what they do on earth is ratified in heaven. 

The Gofpel is the teftimony which our Lord 
gave to John Baptift, as His faithful fteward and 
forerunner ; and cites the prophetic promife of 
fuch a meflenger, which ferves to identify both 
John and his Mafter. At the fame time it bears 
on the Epiftle, as fhowing that it was " a light 
thing" for John, as it was for St. Paul, " to be 
judged of man's judgment," and that He that judg- 
eth both is the Lord, Thus fome faid of John 
that he was *^ a reed fhaken in the wind ;" others, 
that he was a time-ferver ; and others, that he had 
a devil : but here we fee his Mafter fetting the feal 
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to his work, as that of a prophet, and more than a 
prophet. 

It is in beautiful harmony with a Sunday-Service 
fo forcibly fetting forth the nature of the Miniftry 
of the Gofpel, that the Ember-&fts occur in this 
week and that the following Sunday is the Advent 
time for Ordinations. The Ember Colleft ufed 
to-day, at Morning and Evening Prayer, falls in 
with happy effeft with the entire fer vices. 

In the Firft Leflbn, at Morning Prayer, is a 
prophecy of all the bleffings of the Incarnation, 
Sacrifice, and Refurreftion of Christ. The na- 
ture of the Advent Seafon is brought out in the 
experience of the faithful — " Lo, this is our God, 
we have waited for Him.** This patient waiting 
for Chrifl will thus be rewarded at the day of 
His appearing. Obferve, too, the prophecy of a 
crucified Saviour, in the words, " He fhall 
fpread forth His hands in the midft of them, as 
he that fwimmeth fpreadeth forth his hands to 
fwim." 

[In the Firft LefTon, at Evening Prayer, our 
hearts are prepared for the awful fcenes of judg- 
ment — awful even to the eleft and faved — by ex- 
hortations to truft in Him before whofe throne 
we (hall then ftand. In Him ^' is everlafting 
ftrength ;" and He will " keep in perfcft peace," 
notwithftanding the terrors which ufher in the laft 
great day of account, " him that truftcth in Him." 
We are taught that even in that ** great and ter- 
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riblc day of the Lord," after a little moment " the 
indignation will be overpaft," and that when the 
Lord has punifhed the inhabitants of the earth 
for their iniquity, thofe His faints who dwell in duft 
fliall" awake and fing."]* 

Ember Week in Advent. 

|OW free are many to fpeak ill of their 
paftors and teachers, who have never 
uttered in their behalf a fingle prayer ! 
How many profefs a fmgular defire for 
the purity of the priefthood who never fafted a 
day to a(k of God this bleffing ! Yet the Church 
hallows Four Seafons for this end, which flie bids 
her children fpend in abftinence and prayer ; and, 
perhaps, if they were better kept, both the people 
and their paftors would better adorn the do£trine 
of God their Saviour. Thefe feafons are caUed 
technically, the ^atuor Tempora^ or tht four times j 
that is to fay, of ordination ; for the Sundays im- 
mediately fucceeding thefe days of prayer are ap- 
pointed by the ancient and modern Canons as the 
ftated times for ordaining. Vulgarly, the ^atuor 
Tempora were called ^atember^ and finally Ember 

* Paflages marked thus are inferted by the Editor, and 
he alone is refponfible for them. He has only done fo in the 
way of refle6(ions upon the feafons appointed by our Church, 
when they differ, as they often do, from thofe in the Ameri- 
can Book of Prayer. 
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weeks : the ufage being very ancient and the name 
having undergone the changes incidental to the 
lapfe of ages. But whatever be the name, no one 
can difpute its propriety or the Scripture warrant 
for the inftitution itfelf. 



Fourth Sunday in Advent. 

[HE fervices to-day are fingularly illuf- 
trative of the mingled charadler of Ad- 
vent, containing, as it does, alluftons to 
Judgment, Death, Hell, and Heaven, 
and interchanging the call to joy and gladnefs with 
warnings of fiery indignation. In diftributing the 
fubjeflsof theFour Laft Things, it is appropriate to 
this day to dwell on that of Heaven, as the natural 
antecedent of the Nativity which brings heaven 
down to earth ; and as the great refult to which 
the coming of Christ was defigned to bring man- 
kind. 

In the firft Morning Leflbn, among thofe paf- 
fages which efpecially relate to the Seafon fhould 
be noted fuch as thefe : '' The Lord is a God of 
Judgment ; bleffed are all they that wait for Him. 
. . . Behold, the name of the Lord cometh from 
far, burning^with His anger ; and the burden 
thereof is heavy : . . . For Tophet is ordained 
of old." This Tophet is the place of everlafting 
puniflhment " prepared for the king," that is, the 
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prince of darknefs, the devil and his angels ; but, 
on the other hand, the promife of reward and 
bleffing is prefented in the words — "Moreover, 
the light of the moon fhall be as the light of the 
fun, and the light of the fun fhall be feven-fold, as 
the light of feven days, in the day that the Lord 
bindeth up the breach of His people, and healeth 
the ftroke of their wound." 

As a prelude to the worfhip of Chriftmas Eve, 
every one accuftomed to that cheerful obfervance 
muft have marked the text — " Ye fhall have a 
fong, as in the night when a holy folemnity is 
kept : and gladnefs of hearts, as when one goeth 
with a pipe to come into the mountain of the 
Lord, to the mighty One of Ifrael." 

In the Evening LeflTon we have, with other 
pafTages of folemn interefl, the promife of the In- 
carnation. God fhall become man, and, as the 
Son of man, fhall wear rightfully the titles of the 
God of Ifrael : yea — '' A man fhall be as an 
hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the 
tempeft ; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the 
fhadow of a great Rock in a weary land." 

He who in the figurative language of the pro- 
phet is a hiding-place, a covert, a great Rock, and 
the like, is explained by the Apoflle to be '* made 
unto us wifdom, and righteoufnefs, and fandlifica- 
tion and redemption." 

As the Introit, part ofthe 72nd Pfalm is appro- 
priate — ^^ Give the king thy judgments, oh God, 
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and thy righteoufiiefs unto the king's fon. ... He 
fhall come down like the rain into a fleece of 
wool, even as the drops that water the earth." 

The Colled was anciently addreflTed to Christ 
Himfelfy but is now addrefTed to the Father, in 
recognition of the truths that Christ is " of 
God, made unto us redemption ;" that God the 
Father comes unto us in His Son ; and that in 
Christ " dwelleth all the fulnefs of the God- 
head bodily.** We, therefore, pray the Father 
to reconcile the world unto Himfelf, by the coming 
of His Son, which we are now about to celebrate. 

The Epiftle clofes up the Seafon of Advent dif- 
cipline with a call to fpiritual feftivity. " Re- 
joice ! . . . the Lord is at hand." The Gofpel 
is the teftimony of John to the Saviour, " who 
coming after Him, is preferred before Him," 
Christ Himfelf teftified of John, that he was 
" the greateft born of women" — ^that is, by na- 
tural generation : yet John fays of Christ, 
'' Whofe fhoes* latchet I am not worthy to un- 
loofe." Infer from this the Godhead of Christ ; 
and '' confider how great this man was" — this 
great Melchifedec, to whom Abraham gave tithes, 
and John Baptift paid fuch tribute as this ; faying 
clfewhere, '* He was before me," though here he 
fays, " He cometh after me." In His Godhead, 
though not in His humanity, Christ was before 
all worlds, and fays, of Himfelf, " Before Abra- 
ham was, I Am," 
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Chrijimas Eve. 

JE come to the great Eve of the Nativity, 
and the Church has appointed for its 
obfervance two moft appropriate Lef- 
fons. The firft is the gorgeous pro- 
phecy of Ifaiah, defcriptive of Meffiah's peaceful 
kingdom — *^ Arife, fhine, for thy light is come ; 
and the glory of the Lord is rifen upon thee." 
This LefTon is the rather ftriking, becaufe it comes 
of itfelf into its place this evening, according to 
the regular Advent reading of the prophet, and is 
not otherwife felefted than as it thus fits into its 
time, as if by providential coincidence. Yet, the 
decoration of our churches, on this evening, would 
feem to have been efpecially defigned to illuftrate 
this Leffon — in the rapturous verfe — " The glory 
of Lebanon fhall come unto thee, the fir-tree, the 
pine-tree, and the box together, to beautify the 
place of my fandluary ; and I will make the place 
of my feet glorious." Of the Second Leffon it is 
alfo true, that it comes by chance, rather than that 
it is feleiSled : yet how ftrikingly appropriate is the 
paffage — " Every fpirit that confeffeth that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flefh, is of God !" So too 
— " We have feen, and do teftify that the Father 
fent the Son to be the Saviour of the world :" and 
'' God fent His only-begotten Son into the world. 
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that we might live through Him." Other verfes 
are fcarcely lefs appropriate. 

For private reading and meditation, on an even- 
ing like this, we might fele£l the 85th ^d 97th 
Pfalms, as peculiarly appropriate. 

Thus the 97th Pfalm contains the expreffion — 
** Worfhip him all ye gods," which St. Paul ren- 
ders — " Let all the angels of God worfhip Him,'' 
and which he refers to God the Father, who 
gives this command, " when He bringeth in the 
firft-begotten into the world." It would have 
been difficult to have made a feleftion more en- 
tirely fuitable ; and although the 85th is repeated 
on Chriftmas morning, it is impoffible that a fore- 
tafte of it can diminifh the joy with which every 
devout worflhipper will join in the fong, " Mercy 
and truth are met together ; righteoufiiefs and 
peace have kiffed each other." 

Where it is cuftomary on this Eve to fing an- 
thems, a great variety of them might be fuggefted. 
The moft appropriate feems to be that from Han- 
del's Meffiah — ** There were fhepherds abiding in 
the field, keeping watch over their flocks by night;" 
followed by the chorus — " Glory to God in the 
higheft, and on earth peace, good-will towards 
men." 

Few congregations are willing to leave the 
church without the Carol, 

" Hark ! the herald angels fing, 
Glory to the new-bom King j 
C 
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Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and finners, reconciled." 

The writer can alfo teftify, from frequent ex- 
perience of fuch kindnefs on the part of mufical 
parifhioners, that in fome places the " Waits" 
ftill go round late in the evening, and never ceafe 
till the minifter has been faluted with this and 
other carols beneath his windows. 

With refpeft to the feftival itfelf, fome are dif- 
pofed to regard the date of the Nativity as chofen 
arbitrarily, and to be refpe£bed as the EcclefiaA 
tical, but not the natural, anniverfary. Every 
Chriftian is free to hold this opinion ; but there 
are many reafons for regarding tt as the true date, 
which incline others to believe it to be fuch. In faft 
it is as well eftablifhed as many other hiftorical 
dates that are accepted without hefitation: but 
we fhoutd always hefitate to cxz&. too much in a 
matter fo entirely unimportant. 

It ought to fuffice us that it is an obfervance 
which feems to have been anticipated by the Law, 
in which the Feaft of Tabernacles anfwers to 
Chriftmas as the Pafchal Feaft does to Eafter, 
and Pentecoft to Whitfuntide. They celebrated 
the typical prefence of Christ in the Tabernacle 
in the Wildernefs, as we do the great fa6l that 
*' the Word was made flefh and dwelt among 
us ;" or, as it is in the Greek, '' tabernacled zmong 
us." Befides, this feaft has been kept from the 
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very beginning of the Chriftian Era, as we learn 
from St. Chryfoftom ; and its date was commonly 
fuppofed to be verified by the date of the taxing 
made under Cxfar Auguftus, and by the records 
thereof kept at Rome. We know that St. John 
lived into the fecond century ; and as he was the 
adopted fon of the Bleffed Virgin, (made fo by 
Christ Himfelf on the Crofs,) we cannot fuppofe 
him to have been ignorant of the true birth-day of 
his Divine " Elder Brother" — nor yet that he 
could have failed to make it known to the Churches 
in which he miniftered.* Be that as it may, the 
feftival has been fo long hallowed, and is fo full of 
the fpirit of the Gofpel, that no right-minded per- 
fon can fail to enjoy it. Long may it be the pe- 
culiar joy of children, and the feafon of the gather- 
ing of families ; " of fending portions to thofe for 
whom nothing is prepared j" of gifts to the poor, 
and of univerfal good-will : even as it is written— 
*' Go your way — eat the fat and drink the fweet, 
• . • and fend portions, and make great mirth : go 
forth unto the mount, and fetch olive branches, 
and pine-branches, and myrtle-branches, and palm- 
branches, and branches of thick trees, .... for 
this day is holy unto our Lord, ... for the joy 
of the Lord is your ftrength." 

* This k of courfe mere conjefture. — Ed, 
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Chriftmas Day. 

CT is a good cuftom to divide the (blem- 
nities of this glorious feaft, when it can 
be fo done conveniently, fo as to have 
Morning-prayer at funrife: the Holy 
Communion, with fermon, at lO or ii o'clock ; 
and the Evening-prayer at funfet. In treating of 
the folemnities of the day, we fhall fuppofe fuch to 
be their arrangement.* 

How beautifully breaks the morning fun on the 
fnowy landfcape, enlivening the cold air, and dii^ 
pelling the darknefs ; fb fhines forth the Sun of 
Righteoufnefs upon the winter of man's ruined 
eftate, and gives light to his eyes and gladnefs to 
his heart. Well may Chriftians falute each other 
with congratulations, and by ads of kindnefs and 
tendernefs to the poor proclaim the univerial bro- 
therhood of mankind in Jesus Christ. 

The proper Pfalms for the morning illuftrate 
the fpirit of the feaft in ftrains of rapture and 
adoration indited by the Spirit and defcriptive 
of the only-begotten Son of the Father. His 

• Of courfe this pra6Uce, and others peculiar, or nearly 
fo, to the American Church are not fet forth as of neceflity 
defirable among ourfelves; but fome of them, and this 
among the number, are worthy of ourconfideration. — Ed. 
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gofpel *' goes forth into all lands," and " there is 
nothing hid from the heat thereof." To Him, in 
the 45th Pfalm, the Father addreffes the faluta- 
tion — " Thou art fciirer than the children of men. 
.... Gird thee with thy fword upon thy thigh, 
oh thou moft mighty. . . . Grood luck have thou 
with thine honour. . . . Thy Seat, oh God, en- 
dureth for ever." In this connexion too the 
Church is introduced, as the bride of Christ, 
coming before Him in her glorious attire and wor- 
fhipping Him as her Lord God. St. Cyprian 
regards this Pfalm not lefs as a fpecial prophecy of 
the Incarnation, but refers it primarily to the eter- 
nal generation of the Son, reading the firft verfe 
of it — "My heart hath generated a bleffed Word," 
and confidering it the language of the Father to 
the Son, rather than that of the Pfalmift to the 
Meffiah. 

The Firft LefTon is very fhort, but perhaps it is 
the fublimeft paffage in the prophets. " The people 
that walked in darknefs have feen a great light." 
What follows — fay the critics — fhould be read as 
an interrogation — as if it were — " Haft thou mul- 
tiplied the nation, and not increafed the joy ? " * 
To which the prophet responds, in view of the 
union of all nations in exulting over a Redeemer's 

• Or, " Thou haft multiplied the nation, and to them 
(the word tranflated * not' in our verfion being ambiguous) 
increafed the joy." — Ed. 
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birth — " They joy before Thee according to the 
joy in harveft, and as men rejoice when they di- 
vide the fpoil." He then makes a bold lyrical 
tranfition to another view of the firft Advent, as 
** a battle of the warrior" with the powers of 
darknefs : and its terrible refults to the Jewifh 
Nation are pre-fignified by the warning — " This 
{hall be with burning and fuel of fire." The con- 
flagration of the Temple under Titus was the 
terrible confequence of Jewifh unbelief in their 
promifed Mei&ah ; and while exulting in the pro- 
phecy of Gentile converts, the infpired lyrift makes 
this apoftrophe to the fad reverfe of Gentile joy 
exhibited among his own people. Then follows 
that magnificent burft of adoration and of faith — 
^^ For unto us a child is born ; unto us a Son is 
given i and the government fhall be upon His 
fhoulder } and His Name fhall be called Wonder- 
ful, Counfcllor, the Mighty God, the Everlafling 
Father, the Prince of Peace." 

It is impoffible that anything fhould be added 
to this to heighten its efFeft, except that after 
the Te Deum the LefTon from the Gofpel nar- 
rates the fulfilment of the prophecy in flrains 
fcarcely lefs elevated. How fimple yet how fub- 
lime the narrative of the Virgin's arrival at Beth- 
lehem J of the pafloral fcenes in the neighbouring 
fields ; of the great light that fhined upon them, 
and of the mefTage of the Angel ! Who can look 
upon a Chriflian congregation gathered together 
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on Chriftmas Day, without feeling the fidelity of 
the promife — " I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which fhall be to all people." 

But the fervice ftill culminates, for the CoUeft, 
Epiftle, and Gofpel take up the worfhip at this 
point, and carry it on to the elevated ftage of de- 
votion, where the Holy Eucharift becomes our 
only fufficient exprefSon of gratitude and praife. 
The I TOth Pfalm forms a majeftic Introit : " The 
dew of thy birth is of the womb of the morning." 
From beginning to end it is full of" MefEah the 
Prince," and of the blefSngs of His Covenant ; 
and hence it is one of the appointed Pfalms for 
Evening Prayer. The Collet not only cele- 
brates our Saviour's birth " of a pure Virgin," 
but recognizing the exceeding great " love be- 
ftowed on us" that we alfo fhould be " called the 
Sons of God," it fupplicates for that daily renewal 
of grace, by which our fonfhip may be preferved, 
and we may be made eternally *' heirs of God, 
and joint-heirs with Christ." 

The Epiftle is not only appropriate for its 
majeftic proclamation of the advent of the Son of 
God, fulfilling the Law and the Prophets, but 
alfo for the fequel to this proclamation which de- 
fines His glory and divinity. Christ is not an 
angel but by inheritance far better : He is " the 
Son of the Father" — and where was this title 
ever given to any angel ? Or when did God fay 
of any created being — " Let all the angels of God 
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worihip him ? " Of the angels God faith cer- 
tain things, defining their chara6ler and oflGice; 
but the Son He addreifes as God, the co-partner 
of His own throne and fceptre. Yes, continues 
the Apoftle, — ^to the fame Jesus is addrefled the 
language which defines Him as alike the Creator, 
and the Judge of the world : " Thou, Lord, in 
the beginning hail l^d the foundation of the earth, 
and the heavens are the works of Thine hands." 
Again, ** As a vefture, Thou flhalt fold them up, 
and they fhall be changed; but Thou art the 
fame, and Thy years fhall not fidl/' Such, then, is 
the little babe whom we have feen ** wrapped in 
fwaddling clothes and lying in a manger." His 
name is Lord and God : the flars of heaven are 
the work of His fingers, and He fhall difpofe of 
them at the lafl. Now follows the Gofpel, and 
the jubilant fhout — " Glory be to Thee, oh 
Lord" — may well precede it. " In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God." Thus the Evangelifl 
declares His generation before the world was, His 
creative power and His Godhead. How is it that 
the Eternal God is born of a woman ? The great 
myflery of the Incarnation is finally afTerted in 
thefe divine words—" The Word was made fleflh, 
and dwelt among us ; and we beheld His Glory ; 
the Glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, 
full of Grace and Truth." Here the Niccne 
Creed is introduced, and there is no moment in 
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the worfhip of the entire year where its lofty 
ftrains of confefEon and worfhip come in with 
equal efFeft. The Gofpel, which immediately 
precedes it, feems to prolong itfelf in this Creed, 
as in a fublime hymn, in which the Church re- 
Iponfively falutes Christ as what the Gofpel 
proclaims Him, and lays her tribute at His feet. 

It is important to obferve the Preface, which 
introduces the Trifagion,* in the Holy Commu- 
nion, as of like fignificance with the Creed, and 
as blending all Angels with the Church Catholic 
in the afcription of this feftal homage to the blefTed 
Trinity, in view of the great humility of God the 
Son. From the holy feaft that follows, who can 
turn away without fharing the emotions of the 
fhepherds of Bethlehem, who " returned praifing 
and bleffing God for the things they had feen and 
heard ? " 

At the Evening Prayer, which clofes this blefTed 
day, the Pfalms are again admirably felecSled. In 
the 89th, the covenant of God with David and 
with the greater Son of David, is the burthen of 
the Pfalmift's " fong of mercy and of judgment." 
Of the iioth, what has been faid in fpeaking of 
the Introit may fuffice ; only let it be noted that 
in the lafl verfe Christ is exhibited in His power 
and His refurreftion, as a mighty viftor who lifts 

• Thrice Holy, referring to the, " Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God of Hoils,'' in the Communion Service. 
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up his head indeed at the end of the fight, but 
not without ftooping in the heat of the battle to 
** drink of the brook in the way ; " or, in other 
words, to feel the fufFering and to fhare the 
nourifhment of the pooreft of human beings. In 
the 132nd Pfiilm, " Ephrata," it muft be remem- 

I bered, is Bethlehem ; and " the Anointed" is the 

McfSah, or Christ. Viewing Him as the Son of 

I David, born in Bethlehem the City of David, it 

! will be feen that the whole Pfalm is appropriate to 

the day, and fpeaks of the bleffings promifed to 

}' the Church in the oath which was confirmed to 

j| the Royal Prophet—" Of the fruit of thy body 

[ fhall I fet upon thy feat," 

The feaft of Chriftmas reigns over the whole 
time till Twelfth-night or the Epiphany. Let 

I the day itfelf then be fecred to the houfe of God, 

and to the joys of Home ; and let fuch reftrained 
feftivity as is innocent in itfelf be referved for 
other days of this Holy tide.* 



TAe Firjl Sunday after Chrifimas. 

HIS Sunday always fells within the 
OiSlave of Chriftmas, and hence re- 
peats its Colledls, and is a fort of 
Lower Chriftmas. Its Epiftle fliows 

* A fuggeftion to which many families among us would 
do well to take heed, at any rate fo far as to modify the 
naercly worldly rejoicings of Chriftmas Day. 
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US how we are made fons of God by adoption 
and grace, through the Incarnation of God's only- 
begotten, and what an heirfhip we have with 
Him ; while the Gofpel repeats the ftory of this 
great myftery, and (hows that it was intimated to 
the Hebrews in the name Immanuel. As the 
laft Sunday of the year, it has a fpecial folemnity, 
and is furnifhed with Leflbns not unfuitable to 
the ufe very often made of the day by zealous 
paftors, in reviewing a year of mercies. [The 
Firft Leffon for the Morning Service recalls the 
wonderful prefervation of Jerufalem when be- 
leaguered by infuriated enemies. It introduces the 
pious Hezekiah calling to mind the ftrength of 
the living God, and the utter nothingnefs of the 
gods in whofe overthrow Sennacherib was boaft- 
ing himfelf, and from fuch confiderations calmly 
committing his caufe to Him who alone is the 
God of all the kingdoms of the earth. Is not 
this a fuggeftive thought for us? Does it not 
teach us, from a confideration of the year juft paft, 
to fpread before the Lord the trials and threaten- 
ing dangers of the year to come without a fear or 
a mifgiving ? 

In the Leffon appointed for the Evening, the 
clofe of a period of grace is well marked by the 
threatened clofe of Hezekiah's life. The folemn 
warning : " Set thine houfe in order, for thou 
fhalt die, and not live," is one which ftrikes home 
with a peculiar force to the hearts of thofe who 
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liften to it at the clofe of another year of their 
fhort and uncertain lives. The dread even of 
good Hezekiah as he drew near to the gates of 
the grave ; his fears '^ left he fhould not fee the 
Lord, even the Lord, in the land of the living/* 
are well calculated to teach us the ineftimable privi- 
lege which we pofTefs, fo far beyond the faints of 
the old Covenant, in that we know that '' Chrift 
is rifen from the dead, the firftfruits of them that 
fleep," and that " as in Adam all die even fo in 
Chrift (hall all be made alive/' Nor is it an 
unfuitable refolution with which to commence 
another year of life and hope : " The living, the 
living, he fhall praife thee, as I do this day : the 
father to the children fliall make known thy 
truth.'*] 



The Circutncifion. 

f HE Law was given by Mofes, but grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ. The 
year begins with the day on which the 
Holy Child made of a woman fubmits to 
the legal rite which makes Him a debtor to the 
Law,anddefignates Him as "made under the LaWy 
to redeem thofe that were under the Law, that we 
might receive the adoption of fons." To-day 
His faving work began in blood, and being cir- 
cumcifed He undertook to fulfil the Law \ which 
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He alone perfe£Uy fulfilled, and fo fhowed the 
Law to be " holy, and the commandment holy, 
and jufl, and good." This day He received alfo 
His faving name of Jesus, the name at which 
every knee fhall bow ; and therefore in the name 
of Jesus, our Saviour and Redeemer, we begin 
the new year ; praying Him for that circumcifion 
of the fpirit which will enable us to live or die 
unto the Lord — ^according to His will. 

There are no proper Pfalms for this feafl : but 
the Pfalms for the day are furely not inappropriate. 
The Firjt Pfalm defcribes the man of circumcifed 
afFe£lions and of habits difciplined to God's holy 
law, and the Second fpeaks of the things which 
God has ordained concerning His Everlafling 
Son, revealed in Time as Jesus the Son of David. 
The thoughtful Chriflian will difcern in the other 
Pfalms a tone of holy fear very appropriate to the 
beginning of a year, and fuch expreffions of trufl 
in God, and of prayer for His protection as be- 
come well the heart and lips of a pilgrim on earth 
fetting forth anew towards the city that hath 
foundations. We may further note concerning 
the Pfalms for the day, that the Second for the 
Morning, and the Seventh for the Evening, will 
be found full of thoughts and exprei&ons ad- 
mirably fitted to New Year's Day, and proper 
enough to the feflival. Thus, to feleft almofl at 
random, how timely the good refolution, *' Every 
day will I give thanks unto Thee j ** or the con- 
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fbling promife, ** Surely goodnefs and mercy (hall 
follow me all the days of my life." Many other 
texts quite as fitting will be found among the 
Pialms for the firft day of the New Year. 

The Morning LefTons explain each other, and 
teach us how to read and compare the Scriptures 
of the Old and New Teftaments. The Firft 
Evening LefTon fets forth the fpiritual nature of 
the Law as requiring the circumcifion of the 
heart as well as its ritual (ymbol. The Second 
Leflbn teaches us that Holy Baptifm anfwers to 
circumciflon ; and alio unfolds its fuperiority as a 
iacrament to thofe ordinances of the Law that 
were its fhadows. 

In the Communion Service, the Epiftle explains 
how all the faithful become the fons of Abraham, 
though they have not the outward circumcifion of 
the flefli; and the Holy Gofpel continues the 
Chriftmas ftory to the odlave of the Nativity, 
when the Son of Mary received the name of 
Jesus, according to the prophecies which went 
before on Him. 

If we would walk with God this year, let us 
commence it with the holy refolutions which this 
feaft is meant to infpire — a mortification of our 
worldly lufts, and a holy fpirit of *' running with 
patience the race that is fet before us, looking 
unto Jesus, the Author and Finiflier of our 
Faith.*' 
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Second Sunday after Chrijimas. 

JHEN there is a Second Sunday after 
Chriftmas, it falls fo foon after the 
Circumcifion, that it is confidered a 
part of that feaft, and its Altar-Service 
is repeated. But fpecial LefTons are appointed, 
neverthelefs, and an opportunity is given for 
bringing out the double idea of the Circumcifion. 
Chrift's obedience to the Law for man, and His 
'' coming by blood, *' as well as afterward " by 
water ^" this is the firft thought ; the fecond alfo 
revives that of the faving Name of Jesus, " As 
the name which is above every name, and to 
which every knee {hall bow.'* This name fpe- 
cially prefigured in that of Jofhua, and prenamed 
by the angel Gabriel to the Bleffed Virgin, is the 
name affumed by the Eternal Word of God on 
taking our nature ; it means a Saviour ; and it 
defignates the way of Salvation through the veil of 
His flefh. 

Now ** the king's Name is a tower of ftrength \ " 
and the Firft LefTon may be regarded as fetting 
forth the might and power which God's people 
pofTefs in the name of Him who is their " ftrength 
and their Redeemer." The Incarnate God ; this 
is the thing fignified by the name of a maA given 
to the Son of God $ and this is that truth in which 
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the Gofpel finds free courfe, and glorifies itfelf 
among men. 

[The Evening LefTon fpecially calls our thoughts 
to God, not only as our Creator, but as our Re- 
deemer, and bids us refl upon Him in fure con- 
fidence and hope. He who was at this time bom 
into the world a little child, is He who is called bj 
Ifaiah the Lord God, the Holy One of Ifrael, the 
Saviour ; " I, even I," He fays by the mouth of 
the prophet, ** am the Lord : and befide Me 
there is no Saviour." We are reminded of our 
fins, that we have not called upon God, but have 
been weary of Him : and our thoughts are fixed 
on the remedy which as at this time began to be 
provided : ** I, even I, am He that blotteth out 
thy tranfgreffions for mine own fake, and will not 
remember thy fins."] 

Epiphany. 

[HIS feftival, called alfo Twelfth-day, is 
one of peculiar interefl to thofe who 
realize the great power of God, by 
which we Gentiles have received the 
Gofpel. On this day came the firft fruits of the 
Gentiles to pay homage to the new-born King of 
Nations ; thus rendering an early reprefentative 
acknowledgment of His lawful right in behalf of 
all the Gentile world. As for us, who dwell in 
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thefe " uttermoft parts of the earth," which were 
peculiarly given to the only-begotten Son for His 
inheritance, there feems a great propriety that we 
fhould keep the feaft with a willing and a holy 
worfhip ; prefenting ourfelves before God, on its 
recurrence, as living witneffes that thofe " who 
fat in darknefs have feen a great light." 

The fong of Simeon may be ufed to-day, if not 
during the Seafon, as an Anthem. 

In the Daily Morning and Evening Prayer, we 
obferve a very beautiful and delicate judgment 
in the appointment of LeiTons. As the word 
Epiphany implies a glorious fhining or manifefta- 
tion, there can be no need of pointing out the 
propriety of the. Fir ft Morning Leffon, which 
begins with a blaze of glory ; the whole of which 
is fo cheering a prediftion of the ingathering of the 
nations ; and in which the vifit of the wife men 
is particularly prophefied, in the paffage, *' They 
fhall bring gold and incenfe." We may profitably 
read and compare with it that folemn warning 
(Romans xi.) in which the great Doftor of the 
Gentiles calls on his converts to be humble, and 
not to copy the Jew in defpifing others, as being 
now themfelves a chofen people ; informing them 
that if God had dealt fo feverely with His former 
people as to cut them off for their barrennefs, it was 
evident that the Gentiles, who were but grafted into 
the good old olive-tree, would not be more tenderly 
treated if they too fhould prove cumberers of the 
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ground. The two chapters taken together are cal- 
culated to produce a moft happy effe£l upon the 
heart of the truly devout believer. The one calls 
him to give God glory for the unfpeakable bleffings 
of the Gofpel ; and the other to fear before Him, 
left the richnefs of the gift ihould by negledl bring 
in the end a greater condemnation. The latter 
fuggefts fome ferious ideas with refpedt to the 
future profpeSs of the Jews, and the fulfilling of 
*' the times of the Gentiles ; " as well as, in the 
concluding verfe, a humbling view of our ability 
to forefee how or in what degree the mercies of 
Christ through the Gofpel are to abound to all 
mankind. 

When we refledl: however that the Apoftle is 
addrefling the Church of Rome in her virgin 
purity, it does certainly feem as if he were inti- 
mating her awful apoftacy and rejection, when he 
fays fo folemnly — " Becaufe of unbelief they were 
broken off, and thoujiandeji hy faith ; be not htgh^ 
minded^ hut fear; for if God fpared not the 
natural branches, take heed left He alfo fpare not 
thee. Behold, therefore, the goodnefs and feverity 
of God : toward thee goodnefs^ if thou continue in 
His goodnefs^ otherwife thou alfo Jhalt he cut off** 
Here certainly is no intimation even of inde- 
fe£libility in the See of Rome : and we are pof- 
fibly beholding the days in which this awful exci- 
fion is near. Let us alfo fear and not triumph in 
fo great a downfall ! 
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The Evening Leflons, in like manner, will im- 
prefs the thoughtful mind with a pleadng fenfe of 
propriety. The firft is in the fame vein of prophetic 
rapture, which charafterizes all the promifes of 
the Gofpel Day which were made to the Ancient 
Church by the burning lips of Ifaiah. The fecond, 
which is repeated as the Gofpel on the fecond 
Sunday, is thfe hiftory of one of the Epiphanies ; 
for the ancient name of this feaft is in the plural, 
and includes the commemoration, befides that of 
the vifit of the Magi, of the firft miracle, and of 
the baptifm of our Lord, in which He was firft 
manifefted to Ifirael. 

On this day we might well feledl: to fing from 
the metrical verfion of the Pfalms : — 

" The Kings of Tarftiifti and the Ifles 
Shall coftly prefents bring." 

In the Altar Service, the Epiftle is appropriately 
taken from St. Paul, to fhowthe might and grace 
of God in making that Apoftle a " chofen veffel 
of His name to the Gentiles :" and the Gofpel is 
the pifturefque narrative of the wife men's vifit, 
as given by St. Matthew. It would not be be- 
coming perhaps to lament that proper Pfalms 
have not been appointed for this feaft, including 
of courfe the 72nd, and enabling us to repeat the 
prophecy, *' The kings of Arabia and Sabah {hall 
bring gifts ;" but a devout worfhipper, before fer- 
vice begins, may get the benefit of that Pfalm and 
of the 65th, which is alfo ftrikingly appropriate. 
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It is fcarcely necefTary to fay that in ancient 
tradition thefe wife men were kings : ( Ps. Ixxii. 10.) 
Bifhop Taylor calls them ''the Levantine Princes," 
and adopts the beautiful comment of St. Hilary, 
that their gifts were fymbolical, the gold of tribute 
to a king — the incenfe of adoration to God — ^the 
myrrh of recognition as a mortal and a man of 
forrows. With Twelfth-night thb Chriftmas 
holidays conclude. 



The Firji Sunday after the Epiphany. 

[HE Sundays after the Epiphany tran- 
quilly bear us along in the growing 
light of the Sun of Righteoufnefs now 
manifefted to the world. 
In the Morning Prayer this day we note the 
Firft Leffon as felefted with primary reference to 
its awful rebuke of Idolatry, from which the hea- 
then were called by the Star of Bethlehem to the 
worfhip and fervice of the living God. Befides 
this the beautiful paflage, ** I will pour out water 
upon him that is thirfty," and the anthem, " Sing, 
C3 ye heavens, for the Lord hath done it," fuffi- 
ciently mark it as proper to this holy feafon of 
fpiritual refrefliing. We may read with it from 
the New Teftament (Mat. ii. 13) the ftory of the 
wife men's vifit, and fubjoin the narrative of its 
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immediate confequences, the flight into Egypt, 
and the martyrdom of the Holy Innocents, 

[In the Evening Prayer^ the Firft LefTon con- 
tains the appropriate call to the nations: " Hearken 
unto me, ye ftout-hearted that are far from righ- 
teoufnefs : I bring near my righteoufnefs.** The 
pifture drawn at the commencement of the chapter 
of the final deftruftion of all the idols of the na- 
tions ; the prophecy whofe fulfilment was fo com- 
plete: "Bel boweth down, Nebo ftoopeth;" 
the triumphant comparifon between Him who 
could carry them '* even to hoar hairs, and deliver 
them," and the gods carried upon the fhoulder, 
which could not anfwer nor fave thofe that cried 
unto them ; — ^all thefe things may well be dwelt 
upon as fuggefting the time when the Gentiles 
fhould forfake their idols, and confefs Him who 
was indeed the living God, ** manifeft in the 
flefh."] 

The old Introit, appointed by the Anglican Re- 
formers, was the Ufque quo, Domine^ or 13th Pfalm. 
To fee its application we muft fuppofe it the fong 
of the wife men, recounting their almoft defpair- 
ing expedlation of the Epiphany, and their exceed- 
ing great joy at the appearance of the ftar. 

The Colleft is from the old Sacramentary of 
Gregory the Great, but is found in even older Li- 
turgies, and has no doubt been ufed on this Sun- 
day for at leaft fixteen hundred years by the 
churches of the Saints, When St. Paul beheld 
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the Epiphany of Christ on his way to Damaicus, 
he at once recognized it as a call to a work and 
warfare for the glory of His Name, and cried — • 
** Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ?** In like 
manner the Church recognizes the manifeftation 
of Jesus, as laying us under the deepeft obligation 
to devote ourfelves to His fervice ; and fo puts into 
our mouths a prayer for wifdom '' to perceive and 
know what things we ought to do ; and for grace 
and power faithfully to fulfil the fame/' Let the 
fervice therefore be regarded as one peculiarly call- 
ing on us to fhow our gratitude for the bleffings 
of the Gofpel by a healthful mif&onary zeal* If we 
value the grace of God, we mufl extend it to the 
heathen who are yet unclaimed as the Lord's in- 
heritance. And let us particularly remember in 
our prayers at this holy feaibn all true mii&onaries 
of the crofs, wherever throughout the world they 
are bearing the fign of the world's redemption. 

The Epiflle is from the great Doftor of the Gen- 
tiles himfelf, teaching us in anfwer to our prayers 
the things which we ought to do. The Holy Gofpel 
difplays the Holy Child in one of the earliefl Epi- 
phanies of that gracious power by which He " fpake 
as never man fpake." It tells us alfo that He " in- 
creafed in wifdom and ilature, and in favour with 
God and man ;" or, in other words, that as the na- 
tural fun grows brighter and brighter in our fight 
from the dawning to the noonday, though in itfelf 
the fame all the while, fo the Sun of Righteoufhefs 
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was manifejied more and more in the fleih, till 
*' we beheld His glory — the glory as of the only- 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth." 



Second Sunday after Epiphany. 

PHE attentive worfhipper will now be 
quite prepared to dete<9: for himfelf the 
fpecial texts of the Epiphany Seafon, 
as they occur in the LefTons. To in- 
dicate only one or two ; we have in the Firft Lef- 
fon the reference to a " Light of the People," and 
the promife, ^^ The Ifles fhall wait upon me, and 
on mine arm fliall they truft." With this may be 
compared the declaration (John i. 29, &c.) of the 
holy Baptift, when he repeats the ftory of the 
Redeemer's Baptifmal Epiphany, and again mani- 
fefts him to Ifi^el — as " the Lamb of God, that 
taketh away the fin of the world." 

[At Evening Prayer our thoughts are carried by 
a rapid, but moft intelligible tranfition, juft as were 
thofe of the three favoured difciples from the moun- 
tain of transfiguration and glory to that of cru- 
cifixion and fhame, to the confideration of the 
babe at Bethlehem, growing up ^^ as a root out of 
a dry ground, having no form nor comelinefs ; " no 
longer worfliipped by adoring kings, but ** defpifed 
and reje£l:ed of men, a man of for rows and ac- 
quainted with grief." The fhadows of Lent and 



40 THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 

Paffion Week are allowed for a moment to (all 
upon the glories of Advent and Epiphany, left in 
His momentary earthly exaltation we (hould for- 
get the charadler and fufferings of Him *' whofe 
we are and whom we ferve." We muft work 
and fufFer with Him, if we would alfo reign with 
Him.] 

A fimilar lefibn is given us in the EpifUe, which 
fpeaks of faith and hope, but enlarges on charity, 
and gives the precept, *' Let Love be without dit 
fimulation." The Gofpel is the manifeftation of 
Chrift by His firft Miracle, one of the three prin- 
cipal Epiphanies. The Colled will be feen to be 
appropriate, as the prayer of Gentiles calling them- 
fel ves the people of God, and aflcing for that peace 
which His minifters publifh, and of which they 
alfo eftablifh the Covenant as the Miniftry of re- 
conciliation. 



Third Sunday after Epiphany. 

fHE prominent point in the Service to- 
^^y is the Holy Gofpel, conuining the 
narrative of our Lord's mercy to a Gen- 
mend t ^ »^^^ Roman centurion,and His com- 
have not'f ^^ Gentile faith in the words—" I 
To this H^r*^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^*^^' "° "^^ ^" Ifrael." 
o^ Gentile^ *}*kioins a promife of the ingathering 

South, with h '^ ^^* ^^^ ^^* ^""^ ^""^^ ^^^ 
^'^e awful threat to rejedled Ifrael — 
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'^ But the children of the kingdom fhall be caft 
out into outer darknefs." The Epiftle is a fpe- 
cimen of that heavenly morality which the Gof- 
pel preached to the Romans and other Gentiles, 
who worfhipped Brute Force, War and Fraud, 
Revenge and Hatred, teaching them to throw 
down thefe idols, and to enthrone Love, Joy and 
Peace in their ftead. The Colledl teaches us to 
look to " the Right Hand of the Lord" for that 
defence which the heathen expe<9: from their own 
hands, from their bows and fpears, and from their 
falfe gods. 

The Firft Leffons, at both Prayers, are pro- 
phecies of the converfion of the Gentiles, fo full 
that it is almoft impoiSble to feleft fpecial paffages. 
[In the Evening, the text which may moft ftrike us 
will be, perhaps, that beautiful promife to thofe not 
of the feed of Ifrael, who yet have by their faith 
and love become inheritors of Ifrael's bleffings : 
*' Alfo the fons of the ftranger that join them- 
felves to the Lord, to ferve Him and to love the 
Name of the Lord" — " even them will I bring to 
My holy mountain, and make them joyful in My 
houfe of prayer ! " While in the Morning the 
coming in of the fulnefs of the Gentiles is an- 
nounced in thofe ftriking words : ** Behold, thou 
{halt call a nation that thou knoweft not, and na- 
tions that knew not thee fliall run unto thee 
becaufe of the Lord thy God, and for the Holy 
One of Ifrael ; for He hath glorified thee."] 
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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany. 

[HE Morning LefTon, from liaiab, de- 
clares the blefTednefs of the righteous in 
death, while it denounces the fin and 
fhame of ^fe religion, and the refUeis 
mifery of the wicked. Its bearing on the Seafbn 
feems to be in its defcription of heath enifm, and in 
its call to the removal of all ftumbling-blocks, that 
the Gofpel may have free courfe. In contrail 
with the dreary and barren ftate of the unevan- 
gelized (bul is exhibited the promife of '^ the High 
and Holy One*' to dwell with " him that is of a 
contrite and humble fpirit/' [The proclamation 
of God's grace is made in all its fulnefs and free- 
nefs to Gentile as well as Jew : ** Peace, peace to 
him that is far ofF, and to him that is near, faith 
the Lord ; and I will heal him." 

The Evening LeflTon for this day is more than 
ufually important, and deferves a more than common 
attention from thofc who defire rightly to obferve 
the fails and feftivals of our Church. The prophet 
« commiffioned to point out to God's people 
their fpecial and charafteriftic fins in this matter, in 
^t ** in the day of their fail they found pleafure, 
Ji? J exafted all their labours/* It is but too pof- 

to k ^^^^ ^^ ™^y " ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^'^ ^^ delight 
now His ways, as a nation that did righteouf^ 
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nefs, and forfook not the ordinance of their God,'* 
and yet in all our obfervances of days and feafons, 
there may be neither love nor faith. Againft this 
danger the prophet warns us, and in thefe days of 
argument and wrangling, of " ftrife and debate," 
we (hall do well to take his warnings to heart.] 

The Colle£i: recognizes our great fpiritual dan- 
gers, and appeals to God for the aid of His Spirit 
to fupport and guide the foul. The Epiftle fhows 
that the kingdom of Christ is not of this world, 
and that it obliges its fubjedls to be obedient to the 
laws of earthly rulers. The Gofpel, which the 
Colled feems to fuit more efpecially, difplays the 
power of Christ to defend us in perils of the 
great deep and in all the aflTaults of the devil. It 
fuits the Epiphany more efpecially, as difplaying 
His power and majefty in controlling the winds 
and the waves. All the powers of nature obey 
Him, and even unclean (pints atteft His divinity 
and fupremacy and bear fearful witnefs to the 
wrath to come. Thus He is identified as the 
promifed feed who fhould '* deftroy the works of 
the devil." But a ftriking difplay of the hardnefs 
and uncleannefs of the human heart is afforded in 
the conclufion of the Gofpel ; for this merciful 
and holy Jesus, in fpite of all His marvellous zAs 
of benevolence, is entreated to depart from their 
coafts by certain people who find His prefence an 
impediment to their unlawful gains. Thus the 
Gofpel is fbmetimes hid when it would be mani- 
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fefted but for the difpofition of money-lovers to 
worfliip the god of this world, rather than Him 
who alone can give us the true riches. 



Fifth Sunday after Epiphany. 

JHEN we obferve how full of Epiphany 
texts are the prophets of the Old Tes- 
tament, we need not wonder that the 
Church calls us to dwell on them for a 
fucceffion of Sundays. We muft refledk that we 
are now fixing our thoughts on the Incarnation of 
the Son of God and the great ends for which God 
confented to this marvellous abafement. It is 
impoilible that we (bould become too thoroughly 
acquainted with what Scripture has revealed on 
this great point. 

When our blefTed Lord began His miniftry at 
Nazareth where He was brought up, He did (b, 
as we were reminded lafl Sunday, by going into 
the Synagogue on the Sabbath day, taking the 
book of the Prophet Ifaiah from the minifter and 
reading therefrom a pafTage which He applied to 
Himfelf faying — " This day is this Scripture ful- 
filled in your ears." It was no doubt the Leflbn 
of the day by the Jewifh calendar, and it is ftill 
the cuftom in Jewifli Synagogues for the Rabbi to 
call on fome of the people to aflift in reading the 
LefTons — a privilege for which they even pay a 
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fee. The Firft Morning Leflbn to-day is taken 
from this very Prophet Ifaiah whofe words the 
holy Jesus Himfelf once read as a Leffon and 
then preached upon. Refle£l: on this as the 
Minifter of Christ goes on to do as his Mafter 
did, and your heart will burn within you. The 
voice of Christ that day has never ceafed : by 
His MiniftersHe prolongs that reading and preach- 
ing which He Himfelf inftituted at Nazareth. 

[The Leffons of this day's fervice ftill give the 
prophet's account of the unfpeakable bleffings of 
the Gofpel. 

In the Morning Leflbn, obferve the promife, 
" So (hall they fear the Lord from the weft, and 
His glory from the rifing of the fun." This pro- 
mife of the fpread of the Gofpel is followed by 
one ftill more ftriking. The great and critical 
periods of the Church, when iniquity has fo 
abounded as to threaten her extinction, have ever 
been the occafton for fignal deliverances : and 
thus the promife has been fulfilled : " When the 
enemy fliall come in like a flood, the Spirit of 
the Lord fliall lift up a ftandard againft him." 
Thus are all Chriftians encouraged and enabled to 
fight againft the power of the enemy, and to 
manifeft Christ in their own perfons and lives. 
Here is an Epiphany we can all enfure to Christ : 
*' Let your light fliine before men ; " thus will 
they, through us, " glorify our Father which is 
in heaven."] 
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We fhould obferve, that, after the addition of 
the Gentiles to Ifrael, the people of God are no 
more called Ifraelites but Chriftians : this promife 
was therefore fulfilled, in part, when the Lord 
named His houfehold His Church (St. Matt, 
xvi. 18), and when the difciples were firft called 
Christians at Antioch. This great idea of a 
Church — denationalized and made to embrace all 
mankind, finds its further fulfilment in the Creed 
— where the new name is adopted with an apof- 
tolic prefix — " The Holy Catholic Church." 
In the CoUeft for the day we have the fame idea 
in the petition, '' Keep Thy Church and Houfehold 
continually in Thy true religion." 

The Epiflle reverts to the fubjedl of charity, and 
continues the expofition of that Morality by which 
the Gofpel has fupplanted the *' philofophical vir- 
tues," which were all that ** the world by wifdom** 
ever knew. In the Gofpel we obferve the con- 
flift of the Gofpel with the powers of darknefs. 
Christ was '' manifefled that He might deflroy 
the works of the devil j " but the devil refifls, and 
the vidlory is not to be complete till the end of 
the world. Meantime, the exiflence of any wheat 
in the field of the world is a manifeflation of the 
kingdom of heaven, even though the tares are 
growing with it. 
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Sixth Sunday after Epiphany. 

[HE grand Epiphany, which is yet future, 
is brought into view to-day as a clofe to 
this iblemn Seafon. It is the Epiphany 
of the Son of God in the clouds of 
Heaven, when men will no longer be able to clofe 
their eyes to the glory of His power and God- 
head. Coincident with this will be the ^^ mani- 
feftation of the Sons of God," whom He, as their 
elder brother, condefcends to call His brethren. 
They will be part of His glory ; the trophies of 
His vi£l:ory ; the evidences of His ability to *' de- 
ftroy the works of the devil," and to crown all by 
deftroying Satan himfelf, cafting him for ever into 
the place prepared for him and his angels. The 
tares he planted and all who refiifed to be Sons of 
God muft perifh with Satan. This, therefore, is 
all fummed up in the Colleft for this day. The 
conne£i:ion of the Gofpel with the Colle£i: is evi- 
dent enough, as it is an overwhelming predi£):ion 
by Christ Himfelf of His fecond coming. This 
fervice, when crowded out of its place by the ap- 
proach of Lent, is taken up by a provifion of the 
rubric, juft before the feafon of Advent at the 
clofe of the Chriftian year : and this Gofpel makes 
it as ftrikingly appropriate to that feafon as it is to 
this. The Epiftle connedls with the words of the 
Colle£l in its opening ejaculation — " Behold ! 
what manner of love the Father hath beftowed 
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upon US, that we fhould be called the Sons of God :*^ 
and alfo, in its concluding words — " For this pur- 
pofe the Son of God was manifefted, that He 
might deftroy the works of the devil." 

In the Morning Leflbn, from Ifaiah, we have 
the pafTage — ^^ I am fought of them that afked not 
for Me, I am found of them that fought Me not." 
Now, St. Paul (Romans x. 20} tells us that Ifaiah 
was ** very bold" in thus telling the Hebrews that 
the Gentiles were to be their brethren in the true 
Ifrael of God. His Greek tranflation, and again 
our Englifh rendering of his quotation, are a little 
nearer the idea of the Epiphany than the original 
as here given — " I was made manifeji to them 
that afked not after Me." Such is our New 
Teflament verfion. 

At Evening Prayer, obferve among the manifold 
promifes of the fpirit of prophecy that extraor- 
dinary one of a Chriftian Priefthood — *' I will alfo 
take of them (the Gentiles) for Priefls and for 
Levites, faith the Lord." Now even a Jew was 
inadmiffible to the Prieflhood unlefs he belonged 
to the tribe of Levi and was of the Sons of 
Aaron. Here then was a predidlion of a new 
fucceffion of Apoflolic Priefls and Levites 5 and 
we fee the fulfilment in every diocefe, which is a 
complete Church, having thofe who correfpond to 
High Priefl, Priefls, and Levites, now called 
Bifhops,Priefls, and Deacons.* Compare with this 

• This analogy, of courle, requires confiderable modifi. 
cation. — Ed. 
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promife the third Chapter of St. Paul's Epiftle to the 
Galatians, which confifts mainly in a rebuke of the 
Jewifli Chriftians for not feeing this great principle, 
that " God is able to raife up children unto Abra- 
ham" from thofe not naturally of his feed ; and 
that the teft of a true Ifraelite, fince Christ 
came, is the faith of Abraham, and not his blood. 
Befides, Christ is the true feed of Abraham, to 
Whom all the promifes are made ; and all who are 
grafted into Him by faith, and by baptifm, (the anti- 
type of circumcifion,) are thus made true Ifraelites. 
So then — " There is neither Jew nor Greek, there 
is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
female, for ye are all one in Christ Jesus ; and 
if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's feed, 
and heirs according to the promife." On this 
glorious expofition the teaching of the Epiphany 
Seafon may reft. It explains our right to ufe the 
Old Teftament Scriptures, and fhows that we are 
built on the foundation of prophets as well as of 
Apoftles, Jesus Christ Himfelf being the Chief 
Corner-ftone. 

Septuagefima. 

f HE Church now enters the penumbra of 
her Lenten Eclipfe ; and all her fervices 
are fhadowed with the fombre hue of 
her approaching feafon of humiliation. 
The ancient name of this Sunday implies that it is 

E 
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— fo to fpeak — Seventy days to the feaft of the 
Refurre^lion ; next Sunday it will, in round num- 
bers, be Sixty days ; then Fifty days ; and then, 
when Lent is fairly begun, the firft Sunday is 
called Quadragefima — as being only fix weeks, or 
about forty days to the Great Feaft. Thus we 
have turned our back upon dear old Chriftmas, 
and the group of holidays that hand-in-hand 
feemed fairly to dance around it ; and fetting our 
faces towards the more fober but not lefs glorious 
light of Eafter, we begin to number the days of 
preparation, which if duly obferved will fit us to 
keep the Paflbver as the Apoftle commands, *' Not 
with the old leaven . . . but with the unleavened 
bread of fincerity and truth/* 

Nor is the way in which the Church counts 
thefe days to be regarded as teaching nothing. It 
is the way of the world to reckon advancing time 
by addition ; but the Church now gives us Seventy 
days, and gently hints to us how life is going, as 
flie bids us daily to fuhtra5l one — that fo '' we 
may number our days and apply our hearts unto 
wifdom." Thus, while flie would have us perfe- 
vere through Lent, growing more and more de- 
firous of the funrife of Eafter, and rejoicing to fee 
the appointed days diminifli as that day draws 
near, {he would alfo teach us to pafs the few and 
evil days of our fojourning in this life, feeling 
every Jay that we have one day lefs to live, 
«eping the Refurreftion always in view, and 
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finging with the Pfalmift, " When I awake up in 
Thy likenefs I fhall be fatisfied/' 

The ancient Introit for Septuagefima Sunday, 
is Pfalm the 23rd, '' The Lord is my Shepherd." 
It is an appropriate choice ; for, as Dr. Hammond 
has remarked, there is a pathetic ftrain in this 
Pfalm which well comports with what the day 
brings into view. The Lenten Seafon is efpe- 
cially the time when the Church would have her 
children learn how to live. Life itfelf (hould be a 
Lent — a term of holy difcipline — with a Great 
Eafter in conftant view. And as even in Lent 
come Sundays, which are to be kept as feafts ; 
fo in Life days of feftivity muft be in fuch propor- 
tion as to remind us that reflraint and watchful- 
nefs and penitence are the bufinefs, and mirth only 
the refrefhment, of our pilgrimage. The Introit 
therefore fings the joys of the Chriftian life, as 
confifting in following the Good Shepherd whither- 
foever He goeth 5 and looking with confidence to 
death, as brightened by the promife of the fup- 
porting rod and ftaff of Him, who, as Eafter will 
remind us, has Himfelf gone through the dark 
valley, and will not defert the fheep of His pafture 
when He brings them alfo to its fhades. There 
is fomething fweet, too, in the ufe of this Pfalm, 
which tells of green meads and waters of comfort 
at the very time when the world regards the 
Church as about to be fed with the bread of afflic- 
tion and the drink of tears. And while the way 
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of the Church is fet forth in this Pfalm as the true 
way of following the Saviour, its concluding 
verfe gives utterance to a holy purpofe of enfuring 
God's favour, by dwelling in the houfe of the Lord 
for ever. 

The Colle£l which is the ancient one for this day 
throughout Weftern Chriftendom, is penitential 
and deprecatory in its charadler, and feems to have 
reference to the many prayers which the people of 
God throughout the world are now about to offer 
up for individual bleffings, and for the good eftate 
of the Catholic Church. 

The Epiftle is from the Great Preacher of Faith, 
St. Paul, and (hows what kind of faith he recom- 
mends ; declaring that even he, whofe faith re- 
moved fo many mountains, neverthelefs found 
works of difcipline abfolutely neceffary, left he 
fhould be a caftaway. Thus, though he has 
taught us that bodily exercife by itfelf profiteth as 
little ^s faith without love; he fhows us, on the 
other hand, that the body muft be kept under and 
brought into fubjeftion, in the ways which he 
elfewhere recommends, by facing often^ and 
watching unto prayer. To the fame purpofe is the 
"oly Gofpel, which repeats the fignificant warn- 
»ng> " Many be called but fewchofen." 

[And while in the Gofpel we are diftinftly taught 

at there is no place for idlers or loiterers in the 

^^^ s vineyard, our attention is being called 

^^ay from the manner in which Christ came 
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into the world to the fin on our part which made 
His coming neceffary. It is probably for this pur- 
pofe that the Church has felefted for our reading 
and contemplation at this time the early hiftory of 
man in the Book of Genefis. There we are 
taught from the beginning how all things came 
forth from the hand of the Maker very good. 
Nor was man an exception to this goodnefs and 
perfe6lnefs. He too was made free from fin, 
and not fubje£l to death. But foon by man came 
fin, and death by fin, and fo death pafiied upon all, 
becaufe the firft Adam was, as it were, the root of 
the human race. Henceforth the Sundays before 
Lent, and thofe in Lent, are occupied with a re- 
citation of the early hiftory of man : — a hiftory 
full even in the beft cafes of fin and forrow and 
fuffering and death. We fhall not need to enter 
fpecially into thefe feparate Leflbns, becaufe their 
defign is in the main the fame. They all tell the 
fame tale, the fall of man, and the need and hope 
of a Redeemer. They all lead us ftep by ftep 
along that path of the world's hiftory, the end of 
which was the birth of Christ. They feparate 
firft one family and then another from the various 
houfeholds which they bring before us, to be the 
repofitories of God's promifes, and the cradle of the 
world's hopes. If we are preparing to be worthy 
fpedlators of the death of Christ for our fins, we 
fliall not be unmoved readers and hearers of thofe 
chapters from the Book of Genefis in which death 
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and life, defpair and hope, corruption and immor- 
tality appear to be growing day by day. Let us 
read the world's early hiftory, the fad ftory of the 
Fall and all its dreary confequences, by the light 
of that Light which lighteth every man that 
Cometh into the world. Above all, let us ftrive 
to feel, while reading of the fins of the patriarchs 
of old times, that we and they are bound together 
not only by the ties of a common corrupt nature, 
but alfo by the great bond of redemption, by a 
common Saviour. So fhall thefe Sundays of 
preparation, and the period of felf-denial and exa- 
mination which are to follow, prepare us for a 
right and profitable view of the Crofs, the Refurrec- 
tion, and the Triumph of Christ for us.] 



Sexagefima,^ 

[ENT draws near: and we — are we 
getting ready to ufe it aright ? Now is 
the time for good refolves as to what 
a£ls of felf-denial we (hall endeavour to 
praftife by the help of the Lord. 

* [The Church of England has felefted nearly the whole 
of her Firft Leflbns, from Septuagefima to Eafter, from 
Genefis. The purpofe and objeft of this have already 
been pointed out in general, and do not feem to require 
any fpecial comment and illuftration. The Editor has 
preferred, therefore, during the remainder of thefe Sundays 
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For Sexagefima the Pfalm Domini eft terra 
(24th) is the old Introit 5 in which there feems but 
little reference to the day or feafon j fave as it de- 
fcribes " the generation of them that feek thy face, 
oh Jacob." It may be confidered as fetting before 
us the pattern to which we muft conform ourfelves 
by the difcipline of Lent. 

The Colled):, which comes from the ancient 
Sacramentaries, exhibits the Scriptural and primi- 
tive doftrine concerning works of difcipline and 
mortification 5 declaring that ** we put not our 
truft in anything that we do." Thus, though we 
fhould be able at this feafon to fay ^^ I faft twice a 
week" like the Pharifee, we rather fmite upon our 
breafts and fay " God be merciful to me a finner" 
like the publican , who while he did this left not 
the other undone. The Epiftle (hows how St, 
Paul kept his body under and brought it into fub- 
jedlion. His ftripes and imprifonments, his perils 
by land and fea, his " deaths oft" were not • 
enough ; he added thereunto vigiU often andy^- 
ings often. Are we in no danger of being caftaways, 
who though in ftajls often fcarcely faft even on 
Afh-Wednefday, and cannot " watch one hour ! " 

to call the attention of members of his own' Church (who 
are fuppofed to fecure at this feafon times for more than 
ufual meditation and prayer) to certain chapters fele£led 
by the fifter Church of America for this feafon, which have 
been chofen with peculiar fitnefs, and the remarks upon 
which in the text are well worthy of attention*] 
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Or are thefe mortifications in fuch an example as 
St Paul, and is this record thereof by the Holy 
Ghoft defigned to teach us nothing ? 

By the Gofpel we are taught to take heed how 
we hear. Our Lord Himfelf gives the parable 
and adds the interpretation thereof. His Church 
exhorts men to afk themfelves how they are ac- 
cuftomed to hear the Gofpel ; and if their hearts 
are rocky or ftony or thorny or like the baked 
and beaten way, — to " break up the fallow ground, 
for it is time to feek the Lord/* Alas, how 
many feeing fee not, and hearing do not under- 
ftand the teachings of the Word, or the method 
by which it has pleafed God to diftribute every 
portion thereof in due feafon ! 

Of the fentences that begin the Daily Prayer, 
the moft appropriate to the Seafon are thofe which 
invite to penitence, rather than thofe which are 
ftri£tly penitential and hence better adapted to 
' Lent than to its preparatory Seafon. The Sen- 
tence, *' When the wicked man" — and that from 
St. John, " If we fay that we have no fin," will 
be found in keeping with the fervices of the day. 

The thoughtful Chriftian is referred for private 
fludy to Jer. xxxv, where, by the example of the 
ancient Rechabites, we are called to deny ourfelves 
for the fake of our Heavenly Father, as faithfully 
as they did the will of their earthly parent. It is 
an interefting narrative, and a mofl forcible ex- 
poftulation with the people of God, who often 
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are unwilling, even for the few weeks of Lent, to 
praftife as much felf-control as the Rechabites did 
with refpeft to the precepts of their fathers. The 
fervice refers to other duties however than " bodily 
exercife," and reproaches us with our general un- 
faith fulnefs to our Father in Heaven, 

To this may be added in the Morning medi- 
tation one of the moft beautiful portions of St. 
Luke's Gofpel (Luke vii), concluding with the 
touching ftory of her who " loved much, becaufe 
much forgiven." Its appropriatenefs to a peni- 
tential feafbn will be felt as well as perceived, by 
all who have ears to hear. 

For evening ftudy we may read from the Old 
Teftament the ftory of Jehoiakim burning the 
roll. ( Jer. xxxvi.) To get rid of the fearful warn- 
ings of God, many like Jehoiakim pretend a con- 
tempt for His word, and endeavour in every way 
to hide their real fears by an outward indiiFerence 
to its threats and promifes. Jehoiakim cut the 
Word of God into (hreds with his penknife and 
threw It into the fire. The Spirit of God im- 
mediately dilated a new roll, containing all that 
was written in the former, " and there were added 
befides them many like words** Thofe who flop 
their ears to the mefTage of God's rebuke only 
enfure to themfelves the greater judgment. From 
the New Teftament we may read the fecond 
chapter of the Epiftle to the Ephefians. It is full 
of encouragement to newnefs of life, for thofe who 
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underftand the true nature of their union with 
Christ by communion with His living Church. 
In time paft we were ** Gentiles — without Christ, 
— ftrangers from the Covenant, having no hope, 
and without God in the world. But now in 
Christ Jesus we who fometimes were far off 
are made nigh by the blood of Christ." Thus 
of Jews and Gentiles is made one Holy Catholic 
Church, reared on the foundation of the ApofUes 
and Prophets, Jesus Christ Himfelf being the 
Chief Corner-ftone ; and this is the Communion 
of Saints, all members of this fpiritual building 
having accefs by one Spirit unto the Father. 
What an exhibition is this of our glorious privi- 
leges as members of that ancient communion in 
which we are declared to be fellow-citizens with 
the Saints, and of the houfehold of God ! This 
then being our calling, let us be holy even as He 
that hath called us is holy ; endeavouring to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Let 
us pray moreover for the reftoration of that out- 
ward and vifible fign of Catholic Unity which has 
been fo much impaired, though the inward invifible 
grace thereof like the Church itfelf is impregnable 
to the very Gates of Hell. 
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Sluinquagejima. 

[HE days of bodily exercife are at hand ; 
therefore in the Service for the day we 
are reminded of the abfolute nothingnefs 
both of faith and works without that 
love which is the fulfilling of the Law. " I wiU 
wafli my hands in innocency, oh Lord, and fo will 
I go to thine altar ; " fuch is the fweet language 
of the Introit for this Sunday, which is the Pfalm, 
Be than my judge^ oh Lord; the 26th Pfalm of 
David. It is partly penitential — partly jubilant. 
And as in Lent we purpofe to be more frequent 
than ever in our attendance on the Sanftuary, it 
gives exprefSon to this pious refolve, in the words 
— ** Lord, I have loved the habitation of Thy 
houfe, and the place where Thine honour dwell- 
eth." The Colleft is modern as to its form, but 
in fubftance it is the Word of God Himfelf, being 
compofed out of Scripture fo late as the year 1549. 
All will agree that it is very beautiful, and furely 
the Catholic fpirit furvived in thofe who could 
mould a Colleft fo well worthy of ftanding fide by 
fide with the ancient ones ! The Epiftle is the 
rich mine fi*om which the Colleft was brought 
out. If the Colledt requires any proof, you have 
it in the Epiftle ; if the Epiftle needs any comment, 
you have it in the CoUeft. The Holy Gofpel is 
a forefliadowing of the crucifixion ; and is defigned 
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to afFeft us, as it did the Apoftles themfelves, 
when ** Jesus took unto Him the twelve, and 
(aid unto them. Behold, we go up to Jerufalem, and 
all things that are written by the prophets con- 
cerning the Son of Man (hall be accomplifhed." 
Moreover it warns us, that *' Jesus of Nazareth 
paffeth by." The Seafon of Grace is coming and 
going. Now .is the time to cry, with the blind 
man, ** Jesus Thou Son of David, have mercy on 
me." 

The firft Chapter of Lamentations will power- 
fully difpofe to humiliation and fafting all thofe 
who realize the awful changes which have reduced 
the Catholic Church to her prefent forlorn and 
divided ftate. *' How is flie become a widow — 
(he that was great among the nations, and princefs 
among the provinces .... She weepeth fore in 
the night and her tears are on her cheeks. . . . 
All her friends have dealt treacheroufly with her ; 
they are become her enemies. The ways of Zion 
do mourn, becaufe none come to her folemn feafts ; 
all her gates are defolate, her priejis Jigh . . . Her 
adverfaries are the chiefs her enemies profper^ for 
the Lord hath afflidled her for the multitude of 
her tranfgrefSons." This is language that well 
becomes us in the prefent ftate of the Church, and 
it (hould prepare us for the day of fackcloth and 
a{hes. Let us refledl that as the Seven Churches 
in the Apocalypfe were ftill Churches and en- 
joyed Christ's prefence, although fome of them 
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were groffly corrupt, fo now every branch of the an- 
cient Vine, whether Greek or Coptic or Roman 
or German or Gallican, is to be prayed for and 
hoped for, till Christ Himfelf has cut it ofFand 
caft it away. We have a duty to purify ourfelves 
and others if we can ; but we are not permitted 
to judge others, or to attempt to haften the judg- 
ment which God forbears to execute. From the 
New Teftament we may feledl the fixth Chapter 
of St. Mark, calling our folemn attention to our 
own ftate, when it reminds us of thofe at whom 
the Saviour " marvelled becaufe of their unbe- 
lief; " and by the example of St. John Baptift bids 
us prepare ourfelves for patient fuffering, as good 
foldiers of Christ. In the evening we may pro- 
fitably read from the fame prophet the third Chap- 
ter of Lamentations, and in the New Teftament 
we may continue the Epiftle to the Ephefians, 
which concludes with one of the fublimeft doxo- 
logies in the writings of St. Paul. *' Remember- 
ing mine afHi(ftion and my mifery, the wormwood 
and the gall !" And again — " It is of the Lord's 
mercies that we are not confumed — becaufe His 
compafEons fail not. They are new every morn- 
ing — great is thy faithfulnefs !" Who can read — 
who can hear fuch Scriptures, without emotion, 
contrition, and that *' charity without which 
whofoever liveth is counted dead before God !" 
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AJh- Wednefday. 

\ HE Seafon of Lent begins to-day. The 
inftitution of Lent itfelf feems to have 
been primitive, if not divine. Christ 
bids us faft; the Church only tells us 
when to faft, feeing there muft be a time for every- 
thing. Now then as fays the CoUeft let us 
" worthily lament our fins : " and as fays the 
Epiftle ** Let the bridegroom go forth out of his 
chamber, and the bride out of her clofet ; let the 
prieftsy the minifters of the Lord, weep between 
the porch and the altar, and let them fay, Spare thy 
people^ O Lord^ and give not thine heritage to re^ 
proachy The Holy Gofpel fets before us our 
Saviour's rule of failing and alms-deeds, and ex- 
hibits " the faft which He has chofen." The In- 
troit may be the Pfalm (6th), " Oh Lord, rebuke 
me not in thine indignation.'* 

[The Daily Prayer may well commence with 
** Rend your hearts, and not your garments :" as 
teaching us the need of a repentance not feigned 
but from the heart. The proper Pfalms appointed 
for both Morning and Evening Service are calcu- 
lated to draw our attention forcibly to the true 
nature of fin, and to encourage in us, as well as to 
fupply us with words for, a fincere and real re- 
pentance. The moft penitential and appropriate 
of all the Pfalms is referved for the Commination 
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Service, which, notwithftanding all the objefliions 
which have been made to it, is ftill ufed on this 
day, and ftill commends itfelf to the approval of 
every Englifli Churchman. The mixture of ftern 
rebuke implied in the recitation of God's curfes 
againft impenitent finners, with the anxious and 
affedlionate entreaties with which the Church, in 
God's name, pleads with His children, is eminently 
calculated to roufe in our hearts a fear of fin, and 
a longing defire to return to our Father in heaven. 
We are led on to afpirations after God's love by 
the yearning love with which He invites us and 
urges us to accept His gracious invitation. We 
begin to believe in fpite of the rebukes of con- 
fcience and the terrors of the Law, that " though 
our fins be as red as fcarlet, they (hall be as white 
as fnow." And after having liftened with fear and 
trembling, as guilty finners, to the awful denun- 
ciations with which the fervice begins, we are 
gradually prepared before its clofe to accept with 
heartfelt thankfulnefs the fure and certain hope held 
out to us, that " Christ will deliver us from the 
curfe of the law.'*] 

In ancient times the Church on this day put 
offenders to open rebuke ; and while difcipline is 
lefs adlive, let each lay God*s comminations fin- 
cerely to heart, and judge himfelf thereby. And 
as commonly on this day the penitent and 
humble-minded alone are found at Church, a more 
profitable opportunity for the publication of £c- 
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clefiaftical cenfures feetns afforded by this day, 
than by the days in which there are more prefent 
than would be likely to receive the fame in the 
fpirit enjoined by the Apoftle. (Galatians vi. I.) 

The Colledls and Supplications that follow the 
Litany are forms of humiliation before God, which 
to the truly contrite will be as the opening of the 
flood-gates of the foul. And how fublime the 
thought, that the holy Church in many lands and 
tongues, in fimilar if not identical language, is 
pouring out the heart before God with us on this 
folemn day ! 

Of the Leflbns we need not fpeak, as they are 
obvioufly well-felefted, and cannot fail to be 
underftood. But earneftly we may entreat the 
faithful to keep the faft and to keep it unto the 
Lord. Never was there greater need than in 
this day of ours, and in this land where Chriflians 
do not love one another as they ought. 



Firft Sunday in Lent. 

sUR blefled Lord fafted forty days with- 
out intermifSon 5 but while we endea- 
vour to follow His holy example, every 
feventh day is a blefled feaft, recurring 
like wells in the defert of Baca, and like pools 
filled with water, left we (hould faint by the way. 
Sunday is always a feaft commemorative of the 
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Refurredlion, and the Sundays in Lent are not 
days o/Lentj though they partake of the folemn 
and difciplinary chara<^er of the Seafon. Let us 
go then from Sunday to Sunday, as from ftrength 
to ftrength, halting on the firft day of the week 
like travellers at a green fpot in the wildernefs, 
and then fetting forward anew with refrefhed and 
ftimulated afpirations after that heavenly Canaan 
towards which we are fering. 

The old Introit for the day is the Pfalm Beati 
quorum (32nd) which is one of the Seven Peniten- 
tials. In the Colled we implore the Lord for 
grace to keep the faft, with due bodily exercife, for 
the proper fpiritual ends. To this let all fay Amen, 
with purpofe of heart to make the efibrt it implies. 
Nor let any fuppofe themfelves morally free to faft 
or to difregard the precept, as a thing indifferent. 
It is the call of God, and he that without good 
reafon refufes to hear the trumpet which is blown 
in Sion and to fanftify the faft, fhould fear left he be 
vifited with judgment for his negleft. Perhaps 
*' many are weak and fickly among us" and faft 
in fpite of their wills, becaufe they do not volun- 
tarily faft for their fouls' good. They do not 
bring themfelves down in fear, and fo God brings 
them down in judgment and in mercy. When 
the ancient people of God refufed to let their 
lands lie fallow on the feventh year,-— He carried 
them into captivity, till the time was fully made 
up, that the land might enjoy its Sabbaths. Per- 

F 
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haps in the (ame way now, by ficknefs and difeaie, 
He makes the negledors of their duty in Lent 
humble themfelves unwillingly, and fo keep the 
Church's fiaft. We fpeak not of thofe without 
her pale : we ** warn the imruly" who boaft 
themfelves her fons. 

In the Epiftle we are reminded of the fufFerings 
of others for our fake; and the example of 
Apoftles, approving themfelves by labours^ by 
watcbings and hyfajtings^ is conjoined with that of 
their Divine Lord and Saviour, which follows 
in the Holy Gofpel. This latter exhibits the 
Man of Sorrows in that ** failing and temptation" 
by which we fupplicate His mercy in the Litany. 
It tells us how He was tempted in all points like 
as we are : aflailed by the luft of the flefh, the 
luft of the eye, and the pride of life — the flefh,. the 
world, and the devil — yet without fin. It teaches 
us how He can be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities, and reminds us of the fword of the 
Spirit, wherewith He has fhown us how to reflfl 
the devil and to make him flee from us. He 
wrefHed with the devil, not in the power of His 
Godhead, but with the weapon which is given to 
man. He foiled the tempter with the Word of 
God. His word and fhield alike were fimply, — 
It is written. 

Chriflian, in the holy tide of Lent, the Spirit 
leadeth thee away from the world into a wilder- 
nefS) where thou art bidden for a while to exerciCb 
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thyfelf in that valiant fight which thou vowedft at 
the font. Look then unto Jesus; and in His 
might and in His manner wreftle mightily and pre- 
vail. Learn, while thou fafteft, that *' man fcall 
not live by bread alone : " that the promife of God 
to fave thee muft not encourage thee to prefume ; 
and that the anxious purfuit of worldly obje£ts 
in this life is the worjhip of the Devil! Search the 
Holy Scriptures that thou mayeft have an anfwer 
to the tempter ; and be warned of the perverfions 
of Scripture by which Satan and his minifters 
beguile and deceive them that are '^ unlearned and 
unftable." So fhalt thou be more than conqueror 
through Him that loveth us ; and '^ as angels 
came and miniftered to Him," fo after thy fight, 
alike of Lent and life, thou (halt find thyfelf re^ 
frefhed by the fervice of thofe ** who are all 
miniftering fpirits, fent forth to minifter to the 
heirs of falvation." 

If there be thofe in the Church, who deem their 
baptifm and their Catholic privileges fufficient to 
fave them^ without that holinefs^ which alone can 
qualify them to ** fee the Lord," let them learn 
from the fludy of the feventh Chapter of Jeremiah 
how fearful is their delufion. The Jews who had 
among them '* the temple of the Lord," fuppofed 
this to be a fufficient fafe-guard. If any one threat- 
ened them with a righteous retribution — they were 
ready with the anfwer, that God could never allow 
His own Holy Place to be defiled, or His Holy 
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Mountain to be made a defblation. They pointed 
to the great ftones, and the towering pinnacles of 
the Houfe of God, and faid '* the temple of the 
Lord are thefe.*' And this was true : and " if ye 
thoroughly amend your ways, and your doings" 
faid the Lord, " then will I caufe you to dwell in 
this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers 
for ever and ever," But, on the other hand, faid 
the Lord, — ^fuppofe not that this will fave you if 
ye go on in fin and pretend that ye cannot help 
it. My Holy Ark and my Tabernacle were once 
in Shiloh as they are now on Mount Zion 5 yet 
for the fins of Eli and his fons, and for the wicked- 
nefs of the people, the Philiftines were allowed to 
deftroy for ever that tabernacle, and to take cap- 
tive the ark itfelf. Remember this, and be fure 
that though the temple of the Lord be among you, 
it fhall not fave you except ye repent. Such was 
the warning ; but they regarded not. And judg- 
ment came ; and the temple was deftroyed ; and 
" from the ftreets of Jerufalem ceafed the voice of 
gladnefs, the voice of the bridegroom and the 
voice of the bride, and the land was defolate." 
there r^i ''.*' '''''^ ^'^^ her children confider 

« baotif^^^^ ^^'^onitions; and to remember that 

pre?frTn^t th'" 'T "^''' *^"^ "°^ ""'^^^ "^ 
Cometh, that « .^^^^ when the Bridegroom 
which is the mar^ ""^ ^ S^o^ confcience," 

iefs the temple of O ^^^^^^^ required. Doubt- 
vjob is among us ; and we are 
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true inhabitants of the city of God. But fo 
much the more does God require of us to be 
indeed the fait of the Earth and the light of the 
world. If we lofe our favour of holinefs — and 
bury our candle under a bufhel — the Lord will 
come quickly and take away our candleftick out 
of its place ; and the wicked and flothful fervant 
will be the more feverely punifhed for wearing the 
livery of a Mailer whom he has difobeyed and 
whofe caufe he has difgraced. 

As the Lenten Ember-week begins this day, we 
may well occupy ourfelves with the hiftory of the 
call and commiffion of the twelve apoftles,* and 
with the fermon of our blefTed Lord on that occa- 
fion, fhowing the duties, the refponfibilities, and the 
dignity of thofe who are made His meflengers to 
men. It concludes with the folemn afTurance, 
** He that receiveth you, receiveth Me ; and he 
that receiveth Me, receiveth Him that fent Me." 
And the verfe with which it commences, follows 
immediately the precept, " Pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the harveft, that He will fend forth 
labourers into His harveft." As Ember-week is 
an inftitution of the Church deiigned to fecure the 
obfervance af this command, the LeiTon is well 
chofen as fetting forth the origin of that miniftry 
which our own Apoftles have received from the 
original twelve. 

* Matt. X. 
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Again in our Evening meditation we mzjexUzSt 
from Jeremiah, (ch. ix.) a fierce rebuke and call 
to penitence. ^' Shall not I vifit ... for tfaefe 
things faith the Lord: (hall not my foul be 
avenged on fuch a nation as this ? " As church* 
men and patriots we (hould hear thefe things with 
lowlinefs and fear. ^^ Let not the wife man glory 
in his wifdom, neither let the mighty man glory in 
his might ; let not the rich man glory in his riches." 
The prophet teUs us in what alone we fhould dare 
to glory. 

A fecond pafiage appropriate to Ember-week 
may be taken from the continuation of the Epiftle 
to the Ephefians, (Eph. iv.) as fetting forth the 
** one Lord, one feith, one baptifm," which de- 
fine the Catholic Church: and the Apoftles, 
paftors and teachers whom Christ has fet therein 
for the work of the miniftry and for the edifying 
of His Body. It concludes with an exhortation to 
holinefs and the enumeration of many particulars 
in which we are tempted to offend ; and reminds 
us that though we have been fealed in baptifm 
unto the day of redemption by the Holy Spirit 
of God, there is a poffibility and danger of grieving 
Him and driving Him for ever away. 
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Ember-week in Lent. 

^jEFORE our Lord ordained the twelve 
He pafTed the night in prayer ; and the 
holy Apoftles before they fent forth 
Barnabas and Saul, failed and prayed. 
This week the Church commands us to do the 
fame, and has provided two moft comprehenfive 
prayers *' for thofe who are to be admitted into 
Holy Orders," which it is our duty, in the clofet, 
at the family altar, and in the houfe of God, fer- 
vently to employ in their behalf. 

Let thefe prayers be uttered in faith and earneft 
i&eal for the glory of God, and the falvation of men ; 
and on the Ember-days (Wednefday, Friday, and 
Saturday) let all who love the Church keep the faft 
together. Throughout the world it is obferved by 
many 5 but in our own Church by, alas, too few ! 
He who faithfully keeps the Ember Seafons will 
have done more for the Church in his life-time, 
than a thoufand fatirifts of the Clergy, or an army 
of cenforious declaimers fetting forth their own 
ideas of what the miniftry fhould be. Indeed he 
has no right to find fault with his fpiritual paftors, 
who has never helped them with the offices which 
the Church, knowing their peculiar dangers, has 
provided and enjoined for their affiftance and fup- 
port. How often does the Apoftle Paul crave the 
like benefit from thofe to whom he miniflered ; 
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and furcly the " earthen veflfels" which bear the 
treafure of the Gofpel now are as much in need of 
the prayers of their brethren as he was. 

Let the Ember fafts be generalized alio, and let 
prayers be offered for all Bifhops, Priefts, and 
Deacons in Chriftendom, and chiefly for thofe to 
whom we are neareft allied. — " Pray ye alfo the 
Lord of the harveft, to fend forth labourers into 
His harveft." Pray for pious and lowly deacons, 
purchafing to themfelves a good degree by St. 
Stephen's fervour and St. Philip's perfeverance. 
Pray for priefts rightly dividing the Word of God ; 
bearing with clean hands the vefTels of the Lord ; 
faithfully difpenflng His holy Sacraments ; con- 
tinuing inftant in prayer ; and rejoicing to fufFer 
(bame for Jesus' name. And pray for holy 
bifhops, bringing to their work maturity of years, 
foundnefs of do£lrine, boldnefs in the faith, a good 
report of all men and of the truth itfelf : dignity 
and humility combined ; purity, and zeal, and 
wifdom united ; and all thofe excellent qualities 
which will enable others, without mocking God, 
to prefent them for Confecration as *' godly and 
well-learned men." 
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Second Sunday in Lent. 

[HIS was no common Sunday in old 
times. In the days of St. Auguftine, 
thofe who expedted to be baptized at 
Eafter were obliged to give in their 
names by this day, and were called no longer 
Catechumens, but Competentes or Co-Seeker % of 
Regeneration. The reft of Lent they paffed as 
** valiant tamers of the body." Very fuitable to 
fuch, as an Introit for this day, is the famous Pfalm 
(cxxx.) De profundis^ containing the paflage, '' I 
look for the Lord ; my foul doth wait for Him ; in 
His word is my truft." The CoUedl, which is 
from the Liturgy of St. Ambrofe, is no doubt the 
fame to which Auguftine with his fon and his 
friend Alypius refponded Amen^ when they knelt in 
the Church at Milan on this day to be catechized, 
as feekers of what he calls " the facrament of that 
Fountain." In that interval of holy preparation, 
in which thefe feekers had reafon to fear that their 
experiences might be thofe of their Divine Mafter, 
when He fafted in the wildernefs^ it was natural to 
pray " to be defended from all adverfities which 
may happen to the body^ and from all evil thoughts 
which may aflault and hurt the foul." 

In the Epiftle, thofe " evil thoughts which moft 
aflault and hurt the foul," are pointed out in the 
Apoftle's exhortation to purity and to the fandli- 
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fication of the body, in honour of Him who hath 
called us to Holinefs. The lujis of the jlejh are 
peculiarly therefore the fubjed of rebuke this day ; 
and the Bride of Christ bids us cleanfe ourfelves 
from ^1 filthlnefs that flie may prefent us to her 
Lord without fpot or blemifli. In the Holy 
Gofpel we are encouraged to *' continue inftant in 
prayer ; " and aflured by the example of the poor 
woman of Canaan, that though for a time He may 
hide His face and ^^ make as though He hear us 
not," — He will not caft off for ever thofe who cry 
after Him and who feek earneftly to be healed of 
their plague of fin. 

In the Leffons appointed by the American 
Church from Ezekiel we may note much that is 
appropriate to this day. In the fourteenth chapter 
we may underftand the holy prophet as fhowing 
us the reafon of the unfatisfaftorinefs of many of 
our attempts to ferve God, and the caufe of our 
unanfwered prayers and uncomforted confeffions. 
The Lord declares that He will not be inquired of 
by thofe who appear before Him but keep the idols 
of their heart as the real objefts of their love and 
worfliip. Let us fearch and look therefore 
whether we keep fuch idols ; '* for the Lord 
our God is a jealous God." In the eighteenth 
chapter the prophet earneftly reafons with us, 
{bowing the juftice of God's requirements and 
dealings, and fully explaining in what fenfe God 
does not " vifit the fins of the fathers upon the 
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children." At the fame time he prefents us, in the 
language of God Himfelf, with one of the moft 
tender and encouraging calls to repentance which 
the Old Teftament contains ; and concludes with 
that folemn afTurance of mingled mercy and juftice^ 
'^ I have no pleafure in the death of him that 
dieth." It is mercy becaufe it exhibits the forrow 
with which God will pronounce the fentence 
Depart; it is judgment becaufe it^implies that in 
fpite of that forrow fome (hall not efcape the fecond 
death. 

We may feleft for our evening thoughts the 
fifth Chapter of the Epiftle to the Ephefians as in 
excellent harmony with the Epiftle for the day, 
reproving '* evil communications'* as well as 
fhameful deeds. In contraft with the finful habits 
which the Apoftle reproves, he places in this fame 
chapter the " great Myftery" of Marriage, as fo 
pure and blefied in the fight of God as to be a 
myftic fymbol of Christ and the Church. Nor 
muft we overlook the little quotation which the 
Lefibn appears to contain from an ancient hymn of 
the Primitive Church ; for fuch it feems to have 
been, being in perfed): metre in the original and 
rhythmical even in our rendering : — 

" Awake thou that fleepeft : 

And arife from the Dead, 

And Christ (hall give thee light.'* 
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Third Sunday in Lent. 

bN our private readings from the Old 
Teftament Ezekiel may ftill remain 
our prophet. We may read with ad- 
vantage the twentieth chapter, in which 
he reproaches the Ifrael of God for the idols that 
are fet up in the heart. By the hiftory of God's 
dealings with the Hebrews, the Chriftian Church 
is warned alfo, to be in awe of His righteous 
judgment ; and the guilty habit of mifmterpreting 
the Word of God is ftrongly rebuked, efpecially 
that fpecies of profanenefs which puts by the 
threatenings of the Lord as mere figures of fpeech. 
" The flaming flame fliall not be quenched," fays 
the prophet, — yet he adds, " Ah, Lord God, they 
fay of me, doth he not fpeak parables ? '* 

From the Gofpels we may profitably feleft and 
meditate upon the ninth Chapter of St. Mark, 
where the Evangelift fets before us our Saviour 
in the Glory of His Transfiguration. In this 
fublime Manifeftation of the Son of God the three 
difciples who were to behold Him in His " agony 
and bloody fweat," were permitted to gaze upon 
the unveiled brightnefs and exprefs image of the 
Father in the fame man Christ Jesus ; and to 
fee Mofes and Elias — the Law and the Prophets — 
summoned from the Place of the Departed to cry 



THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT. 77 

Hear ye Him ! As we are fo foon to ftand on 
Calvary and behold the Son of Man in His humi- 
liation ; we are in like manner by the reading of 
this chapter prepared to underftand the true cha- 
rafter of Him who muft fuffer fuch things. The 
ftory of the demoniac boy, and Christ's mercy to 
him in delivering him from his fpiritual enemies 
will be found to be in ftridt keeping with the 
CoUefl: and Gofpel ; and the honour which the 
Lord puts on '' prayer and failing" in the con- 
clufion of the narrative, beautifully harmonizes the 
fomewhat triumphant charafter of the Leflbn with 
the feafon of Lent. 

Our evening reading may be made to conclude 
the noble Epiftle to the Ephefians, with an expo- 
fition of the feveral duties of" all forts and condi- 
tions of men." Such a recital furnifhes the cate- 
chumen with a view of the panoply in the might 
of which he is to fwear a life-long fight beneath 
Christ's banner againft His fpiritual foes. Let 
thofe who have already put on the harnefs make 
new refolutions of wearing it well, until they (hall 
be ready to be offered, and until they can fay with 
the Apoftle '' I have fought a good fight, I have 
kept the faith." 

The Service Proper is the fame as that which 
the Latin Miffal ftill retains from the earlieft 
Liturgies. The common idea of the CoUefl, 
Epiftle, and Gofpel, appears to be that of our 
fpiritual dangers from Satan, and our fpiritual fuf- 
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ficiency in Christ. By '' the Right hand of 
God's Majefty" the Fathers were wont to under- 
ftand a name of our Saviour : and thus in the 
Colled God is invoked to (ave us from our 
enemies by '' the Man of His Right-hand" — 
Christ Jesus. So alfo in the Epiftle while we 
are warned to have no fellowfhip with thofe 
unfruitful works of darknefs, which as children of 
the Day we have renounced, the promife is that 
Christ fhall give light to thofe who turn from 
dead works to ferve the Living God. The Holy 
Gofpel in like manner exhibits the Right Hand of 
God's Majefty cafting out devils by the finger of 
God ; in which expreffion, perhaps we may be 
taught to recognize a name of the Holy Ghost, 
proceeding from the Father and the Son. So 
in the Vent Creator^ the Church chants to the 
glory of the Spirit, 

" In faithful hearts Thou writ'ft Thy law, 
The finger o/* God's hand:" 

The Gofpel moreover warns us of theneceffity 
of decifion in our Chriftian profeffion, and of the 
horrible end of apoftates ; while for our encourage- 
ment it concludes with a beatification, in which 
the Son of Mary includes all who " hear His 
word and keep ity* even to a degree which fome 
might have regarded as peculiar to the Blefied 
Virgin His Mother. 

And for an Introit as the Prieft goes up to the 
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Altar, to begin fo comfortable a fervice, the whole 
congregation of Chriftians, performing their part as 
a '' royal priefthood," may well accompany him 
with thefe afpirations from the forty-third Pfalm — - 
'' Oh fend out Thy light and Thy truth, that they 
maylead me and bring me unto Thy holy hill, and to 
Thy dwelling ; and that I may go unto the Altar of 
Gqi>> even unto the God of my joy and gladnefs.'* 



Fourth Sunday in Lent. 

SE have reached Mid-lent : and now we 
turn to the fecond part of its great de- 
fign, and confider '' Christ our Paff- 
over," as we have heretofore learned 
that Satan is our talk-mafter, and the world our 
Egypt^ in the Temptation and Failing of Christ. 
Tcnday^ we may confider ourfelves as prefented 
with Christ as our Prophet — next Sunday with 
Christ our Prieft — and then on Palm Sunday, 
with Christ our King. Further, this Sunday is 
fometimes called the Sunday of RefecSlion from 
its Gofpel. It has lefs thain ufual of the auftere 
characSler of the Sundays in Lent, and was de- 
figned to have for its obje£): the encouragement of 
catechumens and penitents. To this end the 
Epiftle is chofen to exhibit the glorious freedom 
of the Sons of God ; while the Holy Gofpel re- 
lates the miracle at Capernaum, which fets forth 
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our compaffionate Saviour, as the feeder alike of 
the fouls and bodies of all who follow Him. As 
this portion of Scripture is twice ufed as a Gofpel, 
that is to (ay here and on the 25th Sunday after 
Trinity 5 and as the fimilar miracle of the feven 
loaves is made the Gofpel for the 7th Sunday after 
Trinity, it is but reafonable to fuppofe that the 
Church wifhes the fame tranfa£Hon to be feen in 
all its bearings. This miracle then may be well 
taken in at leaft two fenfes. At a future time we 
may confider it as a proof of the mercy and 
creative power of our Divine Lord, and fb a 
proof of His Godhead. In the prefent inftance 
we fhould alfo confider the fame exercife of omni- 
potence with reference to its typical fignification, 
as defigned to illuftrate the Inftitution of the 
Chriftian Paflbver, and of the Holy Eucharift 
which we are foon to celebrate. '' Therefore," 
to quote St. Auguftine, " as we have heard how 
great this miracle is — let us likewife difcover how 
profound ! Let us not alone be charmed with its 
furfece ; let us alfo found its depths ! For what 
we fo much admire without, contains fomething 
within." 

The Fathers have feen much that is myftical in 
all parts of the parable. '' Twelve bafkets," fays 
one, '' remained over and above, that each Apoftle, 
bearing a bafket on his fhoulder, might recognize 
the ineffable wonder of the miracle." In the 
diviiion of the company into different portions. 



FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT. 8l 

each ferved by an Apoftle, they fee a lively image 
of the Catholic Church, which is one blefied 
company in which all partake of that One Bread 
which the Apoftles received from Christ and 
have delivered to us. 

And as both Epiftle and Gofpel exhibit the 
comfortable promifes of the Lord, the Collect 
implores Him to vouchfafe to us relief in fpite of 
our unworthinefs. While all who are lifting up 
their eyes and hungering for the Eafter feaft to 
which we now draw near will find this prayer 
appropriate ; it will be feen at once how fuitable 
it is to thofe efpecially, who are preparing for 
baptifm at Eafter ; or to lapfers and others look- 
ing to reftoration to the privileges of full Com- 
munion, which ufed to be a public folemnity on 
Maunday-Thurfday. 

The 46th Pfalm {Deus nofier refugtum) may 
well be felecSled, if one be ufed, for the Introit, as 
a blefled expreffion of confidence and truft which 
fully harmonizes with the refirefhing fervices of 
the day. 

The fixth Chapter from the Prophet Micah 
may be this day read as *' profitable" alike " for 
reproof and inftru<ftion in righteoufnefs : " inaf- 
much as it reproaches thofe who have ungratefully 
forgotten their obligations to the Lord, and 
teaches the acceptable fervice which He requires 
of thofe who feek Him. 

To this we .may add for our fpiritual food the 
c 
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third Chapter of Habakkuk, that fublime des- 
cription of a Manifeftation of Jehovah, com- 
monly called the Theophanjr. The Transfigura- 
tion of our bleffed Saviour, which was one of our 
readings laft Sunday, (hould be compared with this ; 
and fo we fhall the better underftand that Jesus is 
indeed " the brightnefs of the Father's glory, 
and the exprefs image of His Perfon." The con- 
cluding verfes exprefs the fure truft of the Chrif- 
dan in the ftrength of his (alvadon, and his confe- 
quent independence of outward profperity or woe. 
In reading the nineteenth Chapter of St. Luke's 
Gofpel, we may anticipate Palm Sunday, and be 
reminded thus early of the way in which the 
Lamb of God was led to the flaughter ; as alio 
of the awful retribudon which came upon Jeru- 
falem for that confummadon of the fins of its 
people. 



The Fifth Sunday in Lent, or PaJJion 
Sunday. 

Sj^^^HILE the Ifi-aelite in the defert was 
Syraw ^^'^"g o^ the plague, it was natural that 
^^^^ he fhould forget everything but his hor- 
Mofes lift J ^^"^^^^^'^ and difeafes but when 

He lookedlVatl T ^^^^P^^tively forgotten. 
^^ m faidx and was healed. So whUe the 
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penitent in the former weeks of Lent has probed 
and examined his heart and bewailed h!s fin and 
uncleannefs, he has been chiefly concerned with 
his own wretchednefs and unworthinefs of relief: 
but when to-day the Church begins to fet before 
him Christ crucified as his cure, it is time to 
look unto Him and be faved — to caft our burden 
upon the Lord — to behold and fee if there be any 
forrow like unto His forrow which is done unto 
Him! 

To-day is called Paffion Sunday, becaufe the 
Services begin to relate the ftory of our Lord's 
fuiFerings and death. Christ is exhibited as our 
Great High Prieft ; and from this time to Eafter, 
the Lamb of God, dumb before His (hearers, is 
the engroffing theme of wonder, of worfhip, and 
of love. 

The Services of this day will ftrike the attentive 
worfhipper, as fingularly harmonious throughout — 
and blefliedly full of the name that is honey in the 
mouth, and mufic in the ear — mel in ore^ melos in 
aure. [The Chapters from Exodus (iii. v.) feem 
to be fele6led as giving us a vivid defcription of 
the flavery and opprefiion which God's people 
undergo in all times in the world, as they did of 
old time at the hands of Pharaoh and the Egyptians. 
They hold out to us alfo no indiftinfl: hope of re- 
demption and falvation by the power of that God 
to whom *^ their cry comes," and who " has feen 
the oppreffion " wherewith the world, the flefli 
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and the devil, the Chriftian's enemies, oppre& 
them. Thefe chapters are therefore a fitting 
preparation for the due confideration of God's 
great work, when by the death of His blefied Son 
He vifited and redeemed His people.] We may 
read for ourfelves alfo that aiFefbing prophecy of 
Haggai,* in which Jesus is promifed as the ** Deflre 
of all nations." When Zerubbabel and Jolhua 
and the refidue of the people that had returned 
from captivity, (remembering the firft temple and 
its glory,) beheld the fecond temple, — it was as 
nothing in their eyes : it lacked the Ark, and we 
read elfewhere that they wept at the humiliating 
contraft. But the Word of the Lord came unto 
them to give them comfort with the promife that 
the glory of the latter houfe fliould be greater than 
that of the former ! How fo ? Becaufe — faid the 
Lord — the filver and the gold are mine, and if I 
fo choofe it may be made more beautiful with 
things like thefe. But the true meaning of my 
promife is that a better glory than that of gold and 
filver (hall (hine in this temple ; the Defire of all 
nations fhall ftand here ; — in this latter houfe the 
true Ark of the Covenant {hall be feen ; here will 
I give peace — for the Prince of Peace fhall come 
to this temple ! 

We may then read in the twenty-firft Chapter 
of St. Luke the ftory of the widow's mite, fhow- 

• Ch.ij. 
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ing how He who claimed the filver and the gold as 
His could adorn the temple even more with a pious 
heart which was only able to give one farthing. Yet 
it rehearfes the admiration of the Apoftles at the 
temple as '' adorned with goodly ftones," for 
Herod had adorned it even with gold. But to 
{how that this was not the true fulfilment of the 
prophecy the Lord declares that all this is deftined 
to be overthrown. Finally, we obferve that '* in 
the day-time He was teaching in the Temple. " Ah, 
here was the glory of the latter houfe ; God mani- 
feft in the flefli was there — and its glory was 
greater than that which the Queen of the South 
had panted to behold ! 

The Epiftle is bafed upon this fulfilment. It 
begins — '' Chriji being come*^ — and declares His 
power to give us peace with God, as a High Prieft 
of good things. And then the Holy Gofpel is a 
touching exhibition of the blindnefs of the Jews to 
this glory which had been the joy of Abraham, 
and the defire of all nations ; for next it tells us 
how they took up ftones to ftone Him^ and how 
Jesus went out of the temple ! So the glory de- 
parted — ^and Ichabod was henceforth its name, and 
defolation its award. 

The Introit might be Pfalm fifty-fourth ; but it 
is an ancient cuftom to omit the Introit and the 
Gloria Patri on this day, and not to fing the latter 
again till Eafter Sunday. 

Of the Collet it is only neceflary to fay that 
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with the Epiftle and Gofpel it remains as it ftands 
in the ancient Sacramentaries for this Sunday. 
The Churches of Weftern Chriftendom at leaft 
have a common fervice on this day ; though we 
alone enjoy it in the vulgar tongue. 

In the Evening we may read Zech. xiii. in 
which we may profitably dwell upon two texte as 
peculiarly fuited to the feafon. The firft is — 

" There fliall be a fountain opened, * 

for fin and for uncleannefs 5 " by which we are 
reminded of the water and the blood which flowed 
from the cleft fide of the Redeemer. The other 
is — " Awake, oh fword, againft my fhepherd — 
againft the man that is my fellow^ faith the Lord of 
Hofts ! " This text, it will be remembered, our 
Saviour applied to Himfelf expreffly — and thus, 
" thought it not robbery to be equal with God," 
— the man that is God's fellow ! How except by 
the Church's doftrines of the confubftantiality of 
the Son with the Father, and of the Myftery of 
the Incarnation, is fuch language to be interpreted ? 
J-^^ ^^»fd Chapter of the Epiftle to the 
Phihppians will be found happily in keeping for 
our evening thoughts. The facrifice for aU of 

.^ 'Tir-'ll^'^''^^''''' ^^""^"gh His merits alone, 
-the felbwfhip of His fufFerings and the power 

of His refurreaion,_thefe are its themeV It 
concludes with o a. tnemes. 11 

wiU be ahappythmgif our morning thoughts 
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this day could begin with the fentence — *' The 
Lord is in His holy temple: let all the earth 
keep filence before Him," — in anticipation of the 
LefTons and the Altar Service. 

Oh, how amiable would be the tabernacles of 
the Lord, if only all kept holy-day in the fpirit 
and with the underftanding of the inimitable Ser- 
vice of the Church this day! From now till 
Eafter — the devout Churchman has a foul full of 
fpiritual meat. He goes in and out and finds paf- 
ture with the good Shepherd ; and beholds in all 
the glory of His wonderful humiliation the patient 
Lamb of God. 

The Sixth Sunday in henty or 
Palm Sunday. 

JEJOICE greatly, oh daughter of Zion 
.... behold, thy king cometh unto 
thee ; He is juft and having falvation ; 
lowly and riding upon an afs, and upon 
a colt, the foal of an afs." With thefe words for 
the Anthem, the Church in many places annually 
celebrates the day, on which the ancient prophecy 
was fulfilled. It was on the firft day of the week 
in which He fufFered that our Lord entered the 
Holy City in this way. The multitude, by a di- 
vine influence obeying the prophet, greeted His 
approach with Hofannas, and ftrewed their gar- 
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ments and waved palm-branches before Him. 
This beautiful and ftriking event in the life of our 
Saviour, viewed in conne£tion with the fcenes 
that immediately followed, — (the Hofanna of Sun- 
day contrafted with the Away^wifh-him of Friday), 
— ^has taken deep and myfterious hold upon the: 
hearts and the judgments of men ; and though our 
ancient Church in the reign of the Sixth Edward 
laid afide the proceffion of palm-bearers, which 
before that had marked this day, its name of Palm 
Sunday ftill remains in good ufage, and its aflTocia- 
tions ftill brighten with melancholy light the fombre 
fblemnities of the week before us. Some few in- 
deed there may be who ftill bear a fprig in their 
hands to Church, as a filent though expreiEve 
memorial of Him who difdained not to accept the 
fame tribute from His Apoftles ; for we learn, that 
owing to their former general ufe in this way, 
** the catkins of the fallow or large-leaved willow, 
which are now in full bloom, are ftill called palms 
by the country-people of England." It is better 
however that we can think as we go to Church 
in the bland fpring funfhine, how as at this time 
and on fuch a day our bleiTed Lord came into 
Jerufalem to die for our fins. We can identify 
ourfelves with the fcene, and bring it before the 
eyes of our mind, as it was once in reality paf- 
fing through the ftreets of Jerufalem. Here is 
our gracious Mafter, who has gone about doing 
good fo long, approaching on His meek beaft the 
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City that ** flayeth the prophets and ftoneth them 
that are fent unto her," The multitude are going 
up to the Paflbver, rejoicing to get a glimpfe of 
the marvellous Nazarene, and, trufting that He is 
about to exert His miraculous power for the 
worldly reftoration of His country, they have 
plucked down boughs from the trees, and are lay- 
ing even their raiment beneath His feet.* He, 
the while, rides on in filence, for great is the tra- 
vail of His foul, and His time is come. It is the 
day when the fhepherds are driving the lambs into 
Jerufalem to be facrificed at the Paflbver; the 
highways are full of the vidbims ; but lo ! here is 
the very Pafchal Lamb led by His own love to the 
flaughter, and like the fheep before the fhearer, 
opening not His mouth. 

With fuch meditations let us employ our time 
till the Service begins. Then let us endeavour to 
do more than thofe who merely caft their vefture 
in the way, in obedience to the fentence — " Rend 
your hearts and not your garments, and turn unto 
the Lord." Such thoughts and meditations as 
thefe will help us in the day*s Service, and will 

• [" Whofe religion," fays Biihop Sparrow, quoting 
from Bernard, " let us imitate : We fliould meet Chrift by 
keeping innocency : bear olive, by doing works of mercy j 
carry palms, by conquering the devil and our vices ; green 
leaves and flowers we carry, if we be adorned with virtues ; 
and we ftrew our garments in the way, when by mortifica- 
tion we put off- the old man."] — Ed. 
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affift US Indeed in laying our hearts in the duft 
before the King of Glory. 

[The 9th and loth Chapters of Exodus, which 
are brought before us as the firft Leflbns for Morn- 
ing and Evening Service, feem defigned to {how us 
how our God is able to bring down the mighty ones, 
the principalities and powers who are againft our 
fouls, and how heaven and earth (hall depart from 
their ufual courfes rather than that one of the leaft 
of thofe dear to Him (hall be caft down. We 
may depend upon it, that if we put our truft in 
the living God, the devil will at laft be compelled, 
like Pharaoh, to " let us go."J 

In the fecond LefTon let us obferve the partial 
fulfilment of fome of the prophecies, in the aft of 
the woman who came with the alabafter box to 
" anoint the Moft Holy." And as we liften to 
the fearful details of the Paffion, as they are given 
by St. Matthew in this LefTon and in the Holy 
Gofpel, let us refolve that forfaking, as for as pof- 
fible, all worldly thoughts, we will devote this 
hallowed week to devout meditations on the crofs, 
^"If^^^'^t adoration of the Crucified. 

The Introit, if one be ufed, may be Pfalm 6ifl ; 
—but Ffalm cxvin. is even more appropriate, 
efpecially from the asth verfe, as thefe are the 
words of the Hofanna which was (houted before 
S,Z7 r^"'^ ^'^ '^' d^y- I" obedience to 
The r^J^""^ '^'^^ ^-re no Introits appointed 
for the remammg days of the week, untU Good- 
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Friday. The CoUedl, although it is the ancient 
Latin one for the day, has been beautifully and 
delicately improved in the procefs of tranflation. 

The Gofpel, as we have faid, is the narrative 
of the Paffion according to the firft Evangelift : 
and the Epiftle is comprehenfive of the whole 
fpirit of the week. Sublimely expreffive as that 
glorious paiTage is in itfelf, we hear it on this day 
with emotion furpaffing fpeech in connexion with 
the overpowering folemnities of Palm Sunday, and 
afTociated with the fcenes about to be renewed dur- 
ing the week. It compreiTes the whole Gofpel 
into fuch a condenfation of language ; it fo vividly 
pi£):ures the Incarnation — the Paffion — and the 
Afcenfion together ; it fo feelingly gives utterance 
to our overwhelming contemplations — that we 
fpontaneoufly bow foul and body together, as the 
words of the Apoftle are read to-day through 
all the churches of the faints — " He humbled 
Himfelf and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the Crofs. Wherefore GoD alfo hath 
highly exalted Him, and given Him a name, which 
is above every name ; that at the name of Jesus, 

every knee fhall bow and every tongue 

(hould confefs that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father." 

Let it be obferved that in both the Epiftle and 
Gofpel the Royalties of Christ are ftrikingly dis- 
played. Christ, as the King of Ifrael, is the 
burthen of the day. Jesus was to be rejeiled 
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after a full declaration of His true charader ; He 
was the King of the Jews, and as fuch He dii^ 
played himfelf on Palm Sunday. But His king- 
dom was not of this world. 

We may read for ourfelves before Evening 
Prayer the 3rd and 4th Chapters of the Prophet 
Malachi, as containing the predi£):ion of Christ's 
coming to His Temple as He did this day to 
purify it : for it was on Palm Sunday that He 
fcourged the money-changers and the buyers and 
fellers in the Court of the Gentiles. It alfo con- 
tains the promife of Elias, which the Jews ufed as 
a pretext for rejecting Christ : and alfo a pre- 
diction of the final judgment which is to come 
upon all who copy the Jews in their hardneis of 
heart. In the Second LefTon the Great Mel* 
chifedec is exhibited — the Eternal Prieft and the 
Eternal King. 

■ The events of this day were in brief as follows. 
Our Lord, after reaching the Temple, healed 
many of the fick, blind, and lame, and gracioufly 
accepted the Ho(annas of the children. St. Philip 
announced to our Lord that certain Greek pro* 
felytes, who could not enter the interior of the 
Temple, were anxious to fee Him, and He there- 
fore went to them in the Court of the Gentiles. 
Here He prediSed the Converfion of the Gen- 
tiles as the glorious harveft of His own death and 
refurredion, and as He uttered a prayer to the 
Father was anfwered by a miraculous voice, which 
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the people miftook for thunder. Our Lord now 
fulfilled an ancient prophecy in clearing the Tem- 
ple of the profane traffickers by whom it was pol- 
luted, and in fo doing He feems to have beea 
miraculoufly fuftained, and alfo to have had the 
confciences and iympathies of the people in His 
favour. In this He gave a foretafte of the Laft 
Day, and fhowed us that mercy does not deftroy 
Judgment. He alfo proved how eafily He: might 
have overcome His enemies, and even feized the 
government, had fuch been His motive. St. John 
afferts that many of the chief priefts did in fail 
believe on Him, but they were afraid to confefs 
Him openly. At evening the Holy Saviour re- 
turned to Bethany with the twelve : and was pro- 
bably the gueft of the beloved Lazarus and his 
pious fifters. 

The Holy Week. 
Monday. 

^£ are drawing nearer and nearer to the 
Crofs; and do not our hearts burn 
within us in the way ? To thofe who 
really know the love of Christ which 
pafTeth knowledge what a feafon is this ! The 
Mafter calls us not fervants but friends : we are 
not living in the nineteenth century, nor in the 
uttermoft parts of the earth. We are carried back 
to the Holy Land, and to the pafTover which Jefus 
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deflred to eat with His difciples. We are not 
hearing — we are living the hiftoryof our Redemp- 
tion. Happy are they who duly celebrate thefe 
Myfteries, acquainting themfelves more and more 
with Him whofe countenance was marred more 
than the fons of men, but Who is to us the Chief 
among ten thoufand,and the One altogether lovely. 

How fublimely the Epiftle for this morning 
opens : how auguftly it ufhers in the glorious fiif- 
fercr, coming to redeem His people 1 Whether it 
be read in the quiet country church, or in the fpa- 
cious choir of the cathedral, it is everywhere the 
feme \ yet every year more fignificant and more 
precious to the foul. ** Who is this that cometh 
from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah ? 
this that is glorious in His apparel, travelling in 
the greatnefs of His ftrength ? I that fpeak in 
righteoufnefs, mighty to fave ! ** 

The whole of this glorious prophecy, read in 
immediate conne(Sion with Good Friday and Palm 
Sunday, ftrikes us as a happy illuftration of the 
bleffed way in which our Church minifters to us 
the rich bounties of the Word of God. We thus 
gain afibciations with different Scriptures, and 
learn their interpretation as a child learns lan- 
guage; not in harfh tafks from a mere mafter, 
but in delightful and winning intercourfe with a 
mother, who day by day adapts her difcourfe to 
our growing powers, and impreffes truth on our 
mind rather by aiTociation than by diredl indodri- 
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nation. Hence this chapter gets its meaning in 
our minds from its place in our Liturgy. We 
care not for what mere critics and barren literal- 
ifts may fancy to be the fenfe : to us it is full of 
the Saviour ; and whenever we fee it in our 
Bible, we remember how it is wont to found in 
our ears in the week of the Redeemer's Paffion. 
Blefied and delightful way, in which the pure milk 
and the rich meat of the word are duly difpenfed 
in their feafon to the children of Christ's bride ! 
Some have objeAed that this prophecy fpeaks of 
a day of vengeance, whereas it was a day of fuffer- 
ing. But let us reile£l that it is a highly lyrical 
poem, wherein the Paffion is viewed as a conteft 
with the powers of darknefs, in which Satan's 
head was finally bruifed. It was alfo a day of 
terrible vengeance to the Jews, and the fcourging 
of thofe who profaned the Temple muft be viewed 
as a foretafte of the terrible retributions which 
afterwards vifited Jerufalem, and made that tem- 
ple a heap of ftones. 

The Church has taken care that each of the 
Evangelifts fhould be heard this week in his nar- 
rative of the Paffion. So yeflerday the Holy 
Gofpel was taken from St. Matthew : and to-day 
St. Mark is begun. Though we do not include 
in our plan any commentary on the Scripture 
itfelf, yet we will note what is peculiar in the 
Gofpely as contributing to Liturgical completenefs. 
The Gofpel of St. Mark is traditionally afcribed 
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to the patronage of St. Peter j and there is little 
doubt that it was compofed by his dire£tion and 
care, although under infpiration of the Holy 
Ghost, As St. Peter's fall and repentance there- 
fore are an important part of the tremendous 
drama before us, his account of that tranfa£bion, 
with which the Holy Gofpel concludes to-day, 
muft be heard with peculiar intereft. Let it be 
remarked then, that while the other Evangelifts 
feem more (lightly to detail his guilt, and more 
fully to record his penitence, he on the other hand 
gives his fhame in all its bafenefs ; and when he 
comes to fpeak of his repentance gives himfelf the 
leaft credit that is pojGible. Other Gofpels fay — 
" he went out and wept bitterly,** St. Peter only 
fays, *' And when he thought thereon he wept,** 
How eloquent the fimplicity — how touching the 
fllence of one, who in two words relates the hour 
of anguifh the bitternefs of which language could 
not defcribe. St. Peter feems to leave it with 
God ; to fay — I will not tell how I repented — 
Lord, thou knoweft my groaning ; put my tears 
into Thy bottle ^ and let the world fee them at 
that day ! 

The Services of the day do not include any fpe- 
cially appointed Leflbns. Thofe feleSed for the 
Firft Leflbns in the ufage of the American Church 
are taken mainly from the Prophet Daniel. In 
confidering their appropriatenefs for this feafon it 
muft be remembered that Daniel, who is called in 
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Scripture *^the man greatly beloved,** is in many 
points like unto St. John, " the beloved difciple :* • 
and the prophecies which he was favoured to give 
were peculiarly " the teftimony of Jesus." Thus 
in the Leflbn for the day (Dan. x.) the prophet's 
defcription of the Son of God, whom he beheld 
in a vifion, is remarkably like that of St. John, 
who in the Ifle of Patmos beheld the fame un- 
changeable Lord, Thus Christ is fet before 
us as the Alpha and Omega, the firft and the laft ; 
the Lord alike of the Prophets and Apoftles ; the 
great I Am, *' who was, and who is, and who is to 
come." The defcription of His vefture repre- 
fents the Great High Prieft of the Church. He 
was ** clothed in linen ;" furpliced in His bright 
raiments as our glorious Melchifedec about to 
oiFer Himfelf, as a lamb without blemifh, for the 
iins of the whole world. It finely accords there- 
fore with the Epiftle-*" this that is glorious in 
His apparel ?" 

Together with this chapter may be read the 
fourteenth of St. John's Gofpel, in which this 
gracious High Prieft, touched with the feelings of 
our infirmities, condefcends to talk with us and 
ftrengthen us, as He did the Prophet Daniel. 
How choicely the Church tells over her treafures, 
and counts and weighs the parting words of com- 
fort, which fell fi'om her divine Lord ere He left 
her eighteen hundred years ago ! 

In old time it was cuftomary to rehearfe, on 
h 
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every day of the Paffion Week, the events of that 
day ; the more forcibly to imprefi the minds of the 
people with the hiftory of their redemption. In 
this way the great myfteries of our feith were 
folemnly renewed and commemorated annually. 
But a perverfion of the original fimplicity was 
introduced, and the clergy in an ignorant age in- 
vented fcenic reprefentadons of the events. Thefe 
have with great propriety been abolifhed in our 
reformed communions, as tending only to fuper- 
ftition and confufion. For thus grew up thofe 
dramas called Mysteries, or Scripture plays, 
which in time became painfully pro&ne. But our 
objedl in mentioning this is to fuggeft the happy 
effed of the Myfteries of Paffion Week, if only 
preferved in their original form. The paftor with 
his flock, the mother with her children, can ftill 
rehearfe day by day during this week what Jesus 
did on each day for their fouls. Thus will the 
Gofpel ftory fink deeper into the heart; and Paffion 
Week and Eafter be each year more perfedUy 
realized and more earneftly defired. 

Thus the Myfteries celebrated to-day would be 
the morning-walk from Bethany ; the curfing of 
the barren fig-tree, as a fymbol of the Jewifli na- 
tion ; the fecond cleanfing of the temple ; and the 
return at nightfall to the Mount of Olives. As 
it was dark in all probability the difciples as they 
paflTed by failed to obferve that the fig-tree was 
already withered. 
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Tuesday. 
The events of this day, as given in the Harmo- 
nies of the Gofpels, are very ftriking. As our 
Lord with His difciples pailed the fig-tree, on 
their way to the city, they were appalled to fee 
that it had withered away fo foon. It was not 
only a type of the Jewifh nation but alfo of the 
traitor Judas. 

In the temple our Blefied Saviour (pake many 
of His parables on this day, and among others 
that of die vineyard and the wicked hufbandmen. 
The hearers faw its bearings, and were apparently 
much affedied by it for the time. As He left the 
Temple He was led by the pride which the difci- 
ples fhowed in its magnificence to foretell its 
fpeedy ruin ; and feated on the Mount of Olives 
He further enlarged on this as a type of the end 
of all things. As the fun was fetting He foretold 
His hour as fafl approaching. Thus our Lord 
to-day abandoned the Temple for ever to its fate 5 
and the Jewifh people were folemnly given over 
to their own devices, in punifhment for their re- 
jeftion of the Meffiah. 

The Epiflle is well fuited to the day in which 
Jesus " endured fuch contradiftion of finners :" 
and the Gofpel concludes the narrative of St. 
Mark. For private meditation the nth Chapter 
of the Prophet Daniel may be taken, and the i ith, 
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1 2th, and 13th Chapters of Hofea. They are 
particularly deferving of our thoughtful ftudy at 
this time, rehearfing^ as they do, (o fully and for- 
cibly, the fearful promifes of God, which were 
now about to be fulfilled on the Jewiih nation, 
mingled with intimations of bleffings which the 
Goipel (hould preferve and multiply. 



Wednesday. 

Of ** the Myfteries " celebrated this day, the con- 
fpicuous and abibrbing one is the fale of ^^ Him 
that was valued " for thirty pieces of filver. 

The Epiille therefore explains why it was ne- 
ceffary to the new Covenant that Jesus (hould 
die ; and as to-morrow will tell us how Jesus 
inflituted the " New Teflament in His blood ;** 
fo to-day rehearfes how Mofes with the blood of 
calves and goats ordained the firfl Teflament 
with the words, — ** this is the blood of theTefla- 
ment, which God hath enjoined unto you." 

The Holy Gofpel commences St. Luke's pic- 
torial narrative of the fublime events of the Paffion. 
Obferve, in this Gofpel the fadl that our Lord 
was blindfolded when they fmote Him. It has 
been well remarked, that but for this minute fad 
thus mentioned we fhould have been unable to 
fee the point of St. Matthew's flory; for that 
Evangelift merely flates, that " they fmote Him 
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with the palms of their hands, faying — Prophefy 
unto us, thou Christ, who is he that fmoteThee." 
Thus it is however that the more clofely we in* 
4>e6i the Gofpels the more we (hall be convinced 
of their artlefs and Ample truthfulnefs. Doubtlefs 
other things not eafily explained as we now read 
would be very clear, if we underftood all the cuf- 
toms and peculiarities of the times and places 
mentioned. Thus there is an apparent difficulty 
about the cock-crowings, which entirely difappears 
on the clofe comparifons of the moft learned critics. 
The fcarlet robe of one Evangelift is the feme as 
the purple robe of the other ; for the colour in- 
tended is a glaring combination of thefe dyes, well 
defcribed by St. Luke as a gorgeous robe. 

The Second Morning Leflbn relates the re-^ 
markable prophecy of Caiaphas, which '^ he fpake 
not of himfelf." The Leffon from Hofea, read 
at Morning Prayer, contains the promife of the 
Saviour, (to be fulfilled as at Eafter,) "Oh death, 
I will be thy plagues ; Oh grave, I will be thy 
deftruaion." 

MaundV-Thursday. 

This day is fo called as being Dies Mandatt^ the 
Day of the Mandate ; that is to fay of the com- 
mand ** do this in remembrance of Me." 

This day the Church's gates are opened wide 
that the truly penitent may come back to the 
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Saviour ; and begin anew to fup with Jesus ac- 
cording to His precepts. The warning to the 
Eafter Communion is appropriately read* after 
the Holy Gofpel ; and poffibly that very folenin 
one which is provided in cafe the paftor las a neg- 
ligent flock. Alas ! in thefe days, what paftor fees 
even the greater part of his adult flock zealous and 
faithful in attendance on the Holy Eucharift? 
To-day all lukewarm believers are admoniihed. 
If there be thofe therefore who have allowed the 
world or their own carnal will to withdraw them 
from the altar, let them return this day in duft and 
afhes and forget their Redeemer no longer. Or 
if there be thofe who labour under the Church's 
difcipline — ^to-day was of old the day of reftoradon j 
let them afk of thofe who bear the keys of the 
vifible Kingdom, and, if truly penitent, they again 
may be admitted to the fold. 

We commemorate this day the Inftitution of 
the Blefled Sacrament of the Eucharist. The 
Morning Prayer might appropriately be introduced 
by that fentence taken from the Pfalter — ** The 
facrifices of God are a broken fpirit : a broken 
and contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not def- 

* [According to the ufage of the American Church. 
Such a pra6tice might well be introduced among ourfelves, 
if only we could procure a better attendance at our churches 
during Pafllon-Week. As it is now among us, there are 
probably few, if any, who fo attend, who are not regular 
Communicants.] 
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pife." With hearts attuned to this text, we might 
beft approach the Lord's table, underftanding 
fomething of the nature of true facrifice, feeling 
fomething of the finfulnefs of fin, and thus in fome 
meafure prepared to appreciate the great facrifice 
for fin on the Crofs. 

The 9th Chapter of Daniel, appointed to be read 
in the Morning Service of this day, contains the 
well-known and appropriate prophecy '* that Mef- 
fiah fhall be cut oiF, but not for Himfelf." With 
it may well be joined the 12th Chapter, which 
contains a fublime prediction of the Refurredion. 
This promife is peculiarly appropriate to this day 
of the Sacrament, as harmonizing with the Sa- 
viour's pledge, "Whofo eateth My flefli and 
drinketh My bloody hath eternal life -, and I will 
raife him up at the laft day." 

We commemorate alfo this day the wafliing of 
the difciples' feet ; and fo the Second Leflbn tells 
how He who thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God took upon Him the form of a fervant and 
''girded Himfelf with a towel," and condefcended 
to wafh the feet of the twelve — ^yea even the feet, 
that were " fwift to (hed blood," of one about to 
betray Him. 

The Evening Leflbn from Jeremiah contains 
the promife of that new covenant which on this 
Evening Jesus made in His flefh and blood. 

The Epiftle is St. Paul's narrative as he received 
it from the Lord, of the Inftitution of the Sacra- 
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ment of the new covenant : and contains his com- 
mentary thereon, and his exhortation to the worthy 
reception of the fame. The Holy Gofpd concludes 
St. Luke's narration of the Paffion. 

As we behold the Pafchal nfoon this evening, 
making bright with her pale beams the fcenes of 
the Saviour's fufferings, let us think of Geth- 
femane, and of our Lord's mjrfterious agony, on 
which the fame Pafchal moon once ihone; and 
let us profitably meditate with fhame and contri- 
tion on the profane retinue that came with lanterns 
and with ftaves, and laid hands on Him, — ^Whom 
His own familiar friend faluted with a traitorous 
kifs. 

It may be interefting to mention, that with re- 
ference to the precept, *' ye ought aUb to wafh one 
another's feet," the kings of England were long 
accuflomed to perform this ceremony, wafliing 
the feet of a number of beggars in public at White- 
hall chapel, after morning-prayer this day* King 
James II. was the laft who did this in peribn; 
but at leaft as late as 1731, the Archbifhop of 
York officiated inftead of the Sovereign. When 
the ceremony ceafed we cannot fay precifely ; but 
a relic of it is ftiH preferved in the annual procef- 

iotve*^ ^^^ ^^""^^^ ^°y^^> an^ *^ diftribution of 

es, &c. to a number of poor perfons, corre- 

rden' '''**^^"cally with the years of the Sove- 

in the^ r ^^' ^^^ ®^ ^^^^^^ ^^ likewife diftributed 

^^'^e way. AH this is welli-but let us 
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not forget thc/piritual import of what Jesus did — 
teaching us by His example condefcenfion, humi- 
lity, and brotherly love. 



Good Friday. 

I HIS is the great and awfiil day that com-* 
memorates a Redeemer's fufFerings. 
Let us keep it in folemn failing and 
humiliation, for our fins alfo were thorns 
to His glorious and immaculate Head, and nails to 
His holy and venerable hands. 

The Service fhould begin of courfe with the 
moft deeply penitential of the fentences, and the 
Venite^ with other portions of the fervice which 
are ufually fung, is faid without mufic. As re- 
gards the Proper Pfalms, the 22nd is the moft 
fearful defcription of the Paffion that is given in 
Holy Writ ; and the 54th contains the oblation 
of Himfelf, which was made by the BlefTed Word, 
ere yet He was Incarnate of the Virgin. The 
Firft LefTon is the narrative of the typical oiFering 
of Ifaac ; who, bearing the wood on his fhoulder, 
as Jesus bore His crofs,afks, ^^ where is the lamb," 
and receives the anfwer from the Father of the 
Faithful — " God will provide Himfelf a lamb, 
my ion." When it is remembered that it was on 
the fame mount Moriah that Jesus in the fulnefs of 
time came bearing His crofs like liaac, — the zmaa^ 
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ing beau^ of the Leflbn w3I be feen and felt, and 
efpecially when the prophecy becomes 'explicit — 
*' In the Mount of the Lord it {hall be feen." 
It muft be obferved, moreover, that the whole 
tranladion was defigned to teach Abraham, and 
the faithful through him, that the love which he 
bore to his fon, ^^ his only ion," was only a faint 
type of that of die Father to His well-beloved. 
St. Paul tells us that the unbindmg of Ifaac was a 
fignal type of the Refurre£fcion, and that Abraham 
zSted as he did, fufbuned by the i(rong &ith that 
God was able to raife him from the dead. Thus 
we fee that the patriarchs knew and believed more 
of the Gofpel than is ufually fuppofed. The Se- 
cond Leflbn begins St. John's narrative of the 
Paffion; and clofes with the aflounding declaration 
that he whom the Jews chofe to releafe in His 
flead was a " thief and a robber ! " 

For the Introit may be fung a paflage from the 
22nd Pialm — " My God, my God, look upon 
me/' The CoUeds are three ; the firfl comme- 
morative of Jesus; the fecond a fupplication for 
the Faithful ; and the third, (after the example of 
Christ,) a prayer for His murderers, — ^thofe infi- 
dels who crucify Him afirefh, as well as the pagans 
who know Him not, thofe Turks and heretics 
who deny His power and Godhead — and thofe 
unhappy Jews who wander the earth, as living 
witnefTes of the hour when their fathers cried, 
^' His blood be on us and on our children." 
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The Eptftlb is a majeftic palTage from the 
Epiftle to the Hebrews, explanatory of thofe 
blelTed effedls of the Redeemer's Incarnation and 
Paffion, which, in fpite of its fearful commemo- 
rations, has gained for this day the name of Good 
Friday. The Holy Gofpel is the exceedingly 
full and tender narrative of that eye-witnefs, who 
alone of the Apoftles clung to the crofs, and fuc- 
coured the Mother of our Lord, when the fword 
pierced through her heart. Of courfe we (hall 
fpare all comment on fuch a Gofpel 5 which, after 
the other three have been read during the week, 
feems to be filled up with the accumulated pathos 
of the whole, and like a cup of trembling to over- 
flow. After the words // is finijhedy and again 
after the words — He bowed His head and gave up 
the Ghffft — it would feem well for the reader to 
paiife, in order that the hearers may have time to 
refie£t upon the tremendous import of the words. 
It concludes with a remarkable expofition of two 
prophecies, (bowing how minute are the details 
of the Hebrew Scriptures in their allufions to 
Christ. The Pafchal Lamb was to be carefully 
flain, and no bone was to be broken \ and Zecha- 
riah had faid " They (hall look on me whom they 
have pierced." Now we learn that both of thefe 
matters, the ordinance and the faying, were profpec- 
tive, and (ought their fulfilment in the one moment 
when after the death of Jesus the executioners 
forbore to break His legs, but a foldier thrufl his 
fpear into the fide of the blefied Body. 
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It may at firft appear ftrange that there h no Pro- 
per Pre&ce at the Trifagion for fo folemn a day* 
But the reafon is that, except for the fick, the 
Holy Eucharist is never properly celebrated 
on this Faft. As the day itfelf is a fad commemo- 
ration, and as the Euchariftic Feaft lefs comports 
with the deep abafement of our humiliation this 
day, — ^there appears every reafon of congruity for 
this cuftom.* 

At Evening Service we (hall find a fweet reali* 
zation, that " the worft is o'er" with our Mafter ; 
and like the holy Maries, ^^ fitting over againft the 
fepulchre," our meditations will tenderly linger 
around the tomb of Jesus. In the whole courfe 
of the year there is no LefTon which comes into 
its place more e(Fe6lively than this Evening's Ltcf- 
fon from Ifaiah, fo full of pathos and beauty in 
itfelf, and fo minutely defcriptive of the events of 
the Paffion. No one, on hearing it, can doubt 
that Ifaiah " fpake beforehand of the fufferings of 
Christ, and of the glory that fhould follow." 

[The Second Leflbn calls us to make this a day, 
not only of reverent contemplation and blefTed for* 
row, but of pra<Sbical example, when we ftrive to 
follow, at however great a diftance, in the fteps 

♦ [This remark is not without truth, and many clergry, 
men of our Church a6l upon it : but there appears after sdl 
no valid reafon why the Body of our Lord broken for us 
and the Blood (hed as on this day, (hould not on this day 
find their moft full and fignificant commemoration.] 
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of Him, who, as St, Peter tells us, " did no fin, 
neither was guile found in His mouth."] 

Oh let us keep this faft with the true fpirit of 
the publican, and of the repentant thief; and He 
who was crucified '* (hall fee of the travail of His 
foul, and be fatisfied," when we, " who were as 
(beep going aftray," have by His merciful guid- 
ance and help ^' returned unto the Shepherd and 
Biihop of our fouls." 

Eajier Even. 

^H£R£ anthems are fung, the moft ap- 
propriate anthem for this day would be, 
" My flelh fliall reft in hope : for why ? 
Thou wilt not leave my foul in Hell, 
neither (halt thou fufFer thine Holy One to fee 
corruption." 

The Firft Leflfon at Morning Prayer is chofen 
with reference to a text, which, as compared with 
the Epiftle for the day, was always regarded by the 
Fathers as referring to the Defcent Into Hell^ and 
'' the preaching to the fpirits in prifon." '* By 
the blood of thy covenant," fays the Prophet Ze- 
chariah (ix. 11.) " I have fent forth thy prifoners 
out of the pit, wherein is no water." The Second 
LefiTon relates how Jesus was '' with the rich in 
His death." At Evening Prayer, the Firft Leflon 
refers to the precept of the Paflx)ver. [The Se- 
cond, taken from the fourth Chapter of the Epiftle 
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to the Hebrews, warns us of the danger of unbe- 
lief, which may {hut us out even from the bleffings 
procured by the death of Christ, as it fhut out 
GoD*s ancient people from the reft provided for 
them ; while at the fame time it comforts and en- 
courages the fearful believer, by inviting him, in 
the ftrength of Christ's work now accomplifhed 
on the Crofs, to " come boldly to the throne of 
grace, that he may obtain mercy/'] 

From the cuftoms of the early Church, which 
protraded the fervice of this day through the night 
till Eafter morning, it ftill traditionally retains the 
name of Eafter Even. It is of all vigils the moft 
abforbing and delightful. As for the ^^Man of 
forrows," — ^with Him the worft is over ; the bat- 
tle is fought — His vidiory is won. His foul has 
gone to Paradife. We commemorate His myfte- 
rious Descent into Hell with the happy fpirit 
of the repentant thief. Meantime His dead body 
repofes in Jofeph's tomb : the feal is on the ftone ; 
the guards are pacing around it ; the Pafchal moon 
is gleaming on their helms and fpears. The Church, 
with fragrant fpices of remembrance keeps vigil 
like Magdalene and Mary. At the Introit, there- 
fore, which is often and with ftriking cffeA ufed 
at this time, flie as it were forgets that flie is com- 
^emorating^ and vz^tv anticipates tht Refurredion 
of her Lord. How expreffively fhe defcribes the 
^ndition of His body in the fealed fepulchre, as 
ihe fings the Domine Deus : (Pfalm 88.) 
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^^ Free among the dead, like unto them that are 
wounded and lie in the grave, who are out of re- 
membrance and are cut away from Thy hand ! 

Doft Thou (how wonders among the dead ! or 
(hall the dead rife up again, and praife Thee ! 

Shall Thy wondrous works be known in the 
dark ; and Thy righteoufnefs in the land where 
all things are forgotten ! " 

As we have heard this fung on Eafter Even, we 
have almoft been able to identify ourfelves with 
thofe who with fuch defpairing words '' refted on 
the Sabbath, according to the commandment," and 
looked for the morning that they might haften to 
the tomb — eighteen hundred years ago ! 

As we are " buried with Christ in baptifm," 
fo Eafter-Even has for time immemorial^been the 
great baptizing time ; on which efpecially, thofe 
catechumens who have been prepared during Lent 
are brought to the laver of Regeneration.* To 
this cuftom the beautiful Colledl for the day has 
efpecial reference. 

The Epiftle is fingularly appropriate; contain- 
ing the doftrines of the Defcent into Hell ; of Re- 
generation in baptifm ; and of the RefurreSfion of 
Jesus Christ for our juftification. In the Ser- 
vices of this day it feems appropriate that the two 
Creeds fhould be ufed alternately : one as contain* 

[♦ See " Wheatley on the Common Prayer:" Sec. xvi. 
Eafter Eve.] 
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ing the defcent into heU, and the other the lan- 
guage ^^ I believe in one bapdfin for the remiffion 
of fins, &c/* 

The Holy Gofpel embalms the name of him 
who embalmed the world's Redeemer and laid 
Him in his own new tomb. It recounts the in- 
terment of Jesus ; the vigil of the two Maries who 
fat '' over againft the fepulchre j" the teftimonyof 
the chief-priefts to Christ's predidiion that He 
would rife again ; the fealing of the ftone and the 
fetting of the watch. So then the enemies of Chrift 
have made it " as fure as they can." Go your way 
from fuch a fervice, and come early on the morrow : 
— let us fee what Pilate's guard, and their feal upon 
the ftone ihall avail againft the promife of Him, who 
is the Ritfurredion and the Life. 



Eafier Day. 

IHRIST is rifen! Such is the fhout 
which encircles the earth as this morn- 
ing's fun wakes up the world ! To-day 
ten thouland temples are crowded ; ten 
thoufand altars fpread ; ten thoufand voices fing, 
*' Christ our Paflbver is facrificed for us, there- 
fore let us keep the feaft !" 

Early, while it is yet dark, in (bme places, the 
fingers go about the ftreets with the fong, 
** Vain the ftone, the watch, the feal, 
Christ has burft the gates of Hell ! 
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Christ, the Lord, is rifen to-day, 
Sons of men and Angels fay." 

At Morning Prayer, after the opening fentence 
follow as ufual the confeffion, abfolution and 
Lord's Prayer ; and then at the prayer " oh Lord, 
open Thou our lips," burfts forth the anthem 
'* Christ is rifen from the dead and become the 
firft fruits of them that flept." The words 
''Christ, our Paffover, &c.,'' and the exhorta- 
tion "let us keep the feaft" fhow that the Chrif- 
tian Paffover is an Apoftolic Inftitution. St. Paul 
wrote his firft Epiftle to the Corinthians at Eafter, 
and hence the pertinancy of his appeal (i. Cor. v. 
7.) to them as " unleavened" — that is, keeping the 
days of unleavened bread. The Jewifli Chriftians 
feem to have ufed unleavened bread at the Lord's 
Supper, but the Apoftle bids them to be fpiritually 
unleavened. Year after year as this glorious ftrain 
begins, we find ourfelves wifliing it may not be 
over too foon — and then as it dies away, regretting 
that a year muft pafs ere we hear it again — and 
that poflibly we fliall hear it and fing it to the 
glory of the rifen Redeemer never again on earth ! 

Then follow the Proper Pfalms, which are 
prophecies of the Refurredlion, coUefted from the 
Pfalter, and which, though written ages before 
Christ came, are ftill the beft poetical defcrip- 
tions of His hiftory. 

The Firft Leffon is the Inftitution of the Paf- 
chal Feaft, which took place more than three 

I 
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thouland years ago, and was enjoined to be kept 
for ever ; as it has been in Jewifh fhadow or in 
Chriftian fubftance ever fince ; and as to time's 
end it ever ihall be, as furely as the moon, which 
God fet for figns and for feafons, comes annually to 
her Pafchal maturity. How fublime the thought, 
as we thus read the warrant for our feftival, to 
thbk that in our generation we have rifen up to 
obferve it aifo and to pafs it to our pofterity, iky- 
ing when our children afk '^ what mean ye by this 
fervice ?"— " It is the Lord's Paffover." 

How expreffive in the Te Deum which follows 
is the ftrain — ^^ When Thou hadil overcome the 
{harphefs of death. Thou didft open the kingdom 
of Heaven to all believers." 

In the Second LeiTon, contrary to the ufual rule 
for Morning Prayer, we read an Epiftle inftead of 
a Gofpel s and this is done that the fervent Apoftle 
of the Gentiles may be heard, exhorting us ^' that 
like as Christ was raifed up from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even fo we fhould walk 
in newnefs of life." 

Then, if the Jubilate is fung, how appropriate 
its burthen, "Be joyful all ye lands!" Or if 
the Bene(USfus follows, how new and frefh a mean- 
ing is given by the day to the paiTage '' He hath 
vifited and redeemed His people, and hath raifed 
up a mighty Salvation for us in the houfe of His 
fervant David." 

It is ftridtly rubrical to conclude the Morning 
Prayers without the Litany, which may be (aid 
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afterwards at any time before Evening Prayer. 
The defire of every communicant to prefent him- 
felf at the Lord's Table on this feftival, in obedi- 
ence to the recognized duty of partaking, at leaft 
at Eafter, of the blefled Sacrament of Christ's 
Body and Blood, fometimes renders the folemni- 
ties too protradted to be to the end enjoyed ; but 
where the fervices fucceed each other as was de- 
figned, there is the happieft combination of con- 
tinued fervice, and deiirable bodily refrefhment. 
Thus Morning Prayer may be offered at funrife ; 
and at a later hour follows the Litany, in which 
as many as can attend join fervently with the mi- 
nifter. At ten, or later, begins the great fervice 
of the day — the Easter Eucharist. As the 
prieft enters the chancel, the old Introit may be de- 
voutly chaunted— or the metrical verfion is fung — 
''Thou wilt not leave my foul in hell, neither flialt 
Thou fuffer Thine Holy One to fee corruption." 
After the Decalogue as ufual comes the beautiful 
Colledl, commemorative of Him who " hath over- 
come death, and opened unto us the gate of ever- 
lafting life." To this fucceeds the Epiftle, " If 
ye then he rifen with Christ, feek thofe things 
which are above;" and then follows the Holy 
Gofpel, in which the beloved Apoftle defcribes to 
us the early fcene at the Sepulchre, on the morn- 
ing of the firft Eafter Sunday. 

The Nicene Creed follows; and then the 
minifter afcends the pulpit, to preach like St. 
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Paul at Athens, ^^ Jesus and the Refuire&ion." 
Where the fervices are thus arranged, he has both 
time and ftrength to prepare us for what is to 
follow by the thrilling do£bines which he muft 
on this day proclaim to the people of God. Oh, 
fublimeft hour in the Chriftian's year ; when the 
Pafchal Altar is (pread — and all things are ready, 
and the ambaflador of Christ bids us come to 
the Supper of the Lamb ! 

And now the Sermon is over -, and the thought- 
lefs and gazing multitude have withdrawn, and the 
doors are fhut, and Christ is within, as of old. 
Before the Altar ftands the commiffioned ^ent 
of His own eternal priefthood — once again to ^' do 
this in commemoration of Him !" How wonder- 
fully this fublime memorial fulfils its purpofe ; how 
auguftly as it proceeds, Christ is fet forth '' be- 
fore our eyes, crucified among us !" At the Pre- 
face, how touching is the recognition of Christ, 
as the very Pafchal Lamb ; and in the Trifagion, 
how are we joined in adoration with the heavenly 
choir itfelf ! 

The words of Inftitution recount the folemn 
fcenes of the week, and remind us of the upper 
chamber in which the laft Paflbver and the firfi: 
Eucharist were celebrated. For this Commu* 
nion there is great propriety in ufing the verfes 
beginning, 

" All worthy Thou who haft redeemed. 
And ranfomed us to God/* 
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But there are feveral hymns which may lend ap- 
propriate verfes to this Service. 
Thus — recurring to Grood-Friday ; 

** 'Tis fini(hed — heaven is reconciled 
And all the power of darknefe fpoiled ; " 

or, again — anticipating the Afcenfion ; 

" The rifing God forfakes His tomb, 
, Up to His Father's court He flies j " 

or, in view of the eternal Eafter Song ; 

** Who are thefe in bright array, 
This innumerable throng ? " 

And then we receive the heavenly food itfelf ; and 
fo go in peace to pur homes with many a holy 
refolve and fecret prayer, " to go in the ftrength 
of that meat " all our lives, even unto the Mount 
of God. Oh, what a happy day ! Like thofe 
who kept the firft Eafter with Christ, our hearts 
have burned within us all the time ; and He hath 
made Himfelf known to us in the breaking of 

BREAD. 

The Evening Pialms and LeiTons follow the 
analogies of the Morning Service ; but the Second 
LeiTon muft be fpecially noted as an Apoftolic 
Sermon on the text, " Thou wilt not leave my 
foul in hell." It is an expofition of the Morning 
Introit. As we thus conclude the feftival, let us 
praife God that now in all the world the fame 
Church of Christ confefTes Him with boldnefs. 
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which on the firft Eafter was contained in one 
room at JerufiJem, and that " fecretly, for fear of 
the Jews.*' 

Eajier- Monday. 

RASTER-TIDE continues through the 
oftave of Eafter-day, that is, for eight 
days inclufive. But for two days only 
are fpecial fervices appointed, that all 
the Scriptures peculiarly referring to the Refur- 
region may be read, and that the opportunity of 
communion may be ftill aiForded : for it is required 
by univerfal confent, as well as by the ancient 
canons, that every one fhould endeavour to re- 
ceive the Holy Communion at the Eafter fealbn. 
The gift of manna, which was a forefliadowing 
of the true Bread of Heaven, as we learn from 
Christ Himfelf (St. John vi. 31, 32.) is the 
fubjeft of the Firft Leffon, in connexion with the 
Firft Paflbver of the Hebrews. Obferve alfo how 
the feventh day was hallowed in profped of the 
reft of Jesus in the tomb j and how, on the firft 
day — a new fupply of manna was given in token 
of the weekly Eafter or Sunday. It is alfo to be 
noted that on Friday a double portion of manna 
was given, that being the day on which the Bread 
of Heaven fliould be given for all the world. The 
Second Leflbn is St. Matthew's account of the 
Refurreftion. 



EASTER-MONDAY. 1 19 

At Evening Prayer, the Firft Leffon refers in 
type and figure to the living Rock which followed 
them, the fpiritual drink of which all the Ifraelites 
were privileged to partake, and " that Rock was 
Christ/* Surely by all the events which we 
have commemorated. His great humiliation, and 
the great glory which followed. He has eftablifhed 
His claim to be our Rock. May we fo pafs this 
and other Eafter feafons that we may more and 
more be found under His fhade. The Second 
LefTon is St. Peter's fermon in Solomon's porch, 
where "the Prince of Life," of whom he fpeaks, 
had walked fo lately (St. John x. 23), and where 
they had threatened to ftone Him. This LefTon, 
it muft be remembered, concludes juft where St. 
Peter's fermon was interrupted by the Captain of 
the Temple with the priefts and Sadducees, who 
were" grieved that they taught the people, and 
preached through Jesus the Refurre<9:ion of the 
dead." 

The Epiftle is the narrative of the firft preach- 
ing of the Refurreftion to the Gentiles, in the 
cafe of Cornelius : and the Gofpel is the ftory of 
the walk to Emmaus, and of the firft Eafter Eu- 
charift — which was celebrated by our Lord Him- 
felf, after an Eafter Sermon which He Himfelf 
preached. So on the return of Eafter, our hearts 
fbould burn within us, as the Church, under the 
guidance of the Spirit without whom all her eftbrts 
are vain, "opens to us the Scriptures," and as 
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Christ ftill makes Himfelf known to us in the 
" breaking of bread." 

In Eafter Week it is ufual to commence the 
parochial year; Churchwardens are appointed, 
and everything begins afrefh. Thus the month 
Abib was enjoined in the firft LefTon of yefterday 
to be '' the firft month in the year to you." 



Eajier-Tuefday. 

RASTER, like Chriftmas, is a time of 
houfehold rejoicing \ and when the {6^ 
Jemnities of Sunday are pafTed, a mode- 
rate feftivity fhould be encouraged. 
The verychildren, with their gilded Eafter-eggs, 
— the egg being an oriental Symbol of life in a 
fepulchre, which breaks forth of itfelf and flies to 
heaven, — fhould be made to underftand why it is 
meet to make merry j and Who it is, that ** was 
dead and is alive again." 

During the whole of the Eafter Seafbn, the con- 
cluding prayers of the Burial Service might be ufed 
by the clergy after Sermons and elfewhere with 
undoubted propriety. But there are no fpecial 
CoUefts for thefe fupplementary days in Eafter- 
week. 

[The Leftbns firom Exodus appear to have been 
feleded with a view to bring before us Mofes as a 
type of Chrift, in the morning Leflbn as the giver 
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of a law, which was to be made broader and wider 
and higher and deeper by the great Antitype ; and 
in the evening as an IntercefTor praying of God 
to blot him out of His Book for the fake of His 
finfiil people, no doubtful figure of Him **who 
was made fin for us, that we might be made the 
righteoufnefs of God in Him." The Second 
Leflbn in the Morning Service takes us back to 
the Refurre<S):ion-day, and fhows us the vifion of 
angels which feid, " Why feek ye the living among 
the dead : He is not here, He is rifen." Let us 
lay this to heart for our inftruiStion, when it pleafes 
God to take our dear ones from our fight and lay 
their bodies in the grave. Let us not dwell on 
the worm and corruption, but on the glorious 
thought: our friend is not here; he lives unto 
God in the anticipated power of that Refurrec- 
tion, through which he fhall one day ftand again 
in his body on the earth ; and that body (as the 
Second Evening LefiTon, the great Burial Service 
LefiTon of our Church, teaches us) one that {hall 
have put on incorruption, and come forth '' a glo- 
rious body," never again to ficken, grow weak and 
die. Surely we may well ** comfort ourfelves and 
one another" with thefe thoughts.] 

The Epiftle is St. Paul's fermon at Antioch, 
preached in the Synagogue after the LefTons for 
the day had been read, in which he proved from 
the prophets that Christ was the true David, 
and that He muft have rifen from the dead. The 
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Goipel continues the Gofpel of yefterdajr, and 
concludes our Eafter folemnities, at the Altar, 
with the words of our triumphant Lord Himielf. 



Firji Sunday after Eajier. 

^HIS is fometimes called Low Sunday^ox 
the Sunday of Jibs. The former name, 
pertaining to it as the oftave of Eafter, 
fignifies that although not the High 
Feaft, it is the firft of the Lower Eafters, which 
we keep every week; and the latter is an old 
name, derived from the throngs of Catechumens 
who in ancient times appeared at Church in the 
albs or white garments given to them at their bap- 
tifm. This ceremony of Albs is done away, but 
not fo the fpirit of the fame. The Church would 
have us now revert all together to that rifing with 
Christ out of the burial of baptifm in which our 
Chriftian life began \ and it will be obferved that 
the edifying of the young Chriftian in pra6tical 
holineis is a prominent thought in the fpirit of the 
Services from this time till Pentecoft, when the 
riper fruits of the Spirit are brought into view. 

" Purenefs of living" is therefore prominent in 
the language of the Colleftj while the Epiftle 
contains the doflrine which is embodied in the 
familiar hymn, 

" Let the water and the blood 
From thy fide a healing flood. 
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Be of fin the double cure. 

Save from wrath and make me pure.** 

One of the texts occurring in the Epiftle may be 
regarded as an Epitome of Revelation : — " And 
this is the record, that God hath given to us eter- 
nal life, and this life is in His Son.'* The flaming 
fword is removed and the fall remedied ; we may 
now put forth our hands to the Tree of Life, and 
eat, and live for ever. The Son of God hath 
deftroyed the works of the devil, and henceforth 
^' He that hath the Son hath life ; and he that 
hath not the Son, hath not life." Mere Deifm, 
or Socinianifm will not fave a man. Salvation 
turns on the acceptance of the Son of God, and 
on being fo grafted into Him as to partake His life. 
With this great truth is connefted the Gofpel 
for the day, " As My Father hath fent me, even 
fo fend I you.*' Here is the great miffion of the 
miniftry of reconciliation. There are in the world 
authorized AmbafTadors for Christ, adminifter- 
ing ** the water and the blood " to the fouls of men 
for the remiflion of fins. And now follows the 
great beflowal of the keys ; " Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost ; whofefoever fins ye remit, they 
are remitted unto them, and whofefoever fins ye 
retain, they are retained." In this formula is be- 
flowed the authority to bind and loofe, to baptize, 
and to adminifler the Lord's Supper ; and by ad- 
mitting to or excluding from the Sacraments, to 
remit and retain fins. But there is no arbitrary 
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power conferred in thefe words : and the prieft- 
hood bind nothing and looie nothing except they 
ad according to the laws of the Kingdom. The 
truly penitent and believing alone, with little chil- 
dren, receive benefit from thefe powers ; and only 
the unworthy and unbelieving need dread the fen- 
tence of excommunication, or other cenfures. 
An ancient Father obferves that when a Bifhop 
or Prefbyter cenfures or excommunicates other- 
wife than as Christ has ordained, he only harms 
himfelf* 

It muft be obferved, that, primarily y the words 
of this great text refer to the " one baptifm for the 
remiffion of fins,'* which is profeflTed in the Creed. 
The forms of abfolution and confeffion for bap- 
tized perfons are of Ecclefiaftical origin, and have 
greatly differed in different ages of the Church, 
being adjuncts of the one facrament, and prepara- 
tives to the other ; but not facraments in them- 
felves. They are however requifites to full Com- 
munion in the nature of things, and mufl of 
neceffity exifl in fome form or other. The grofs 
abufes and frauds, which have been pra£tifed in 
this matter by corrupt churches, make it all im- 
portant that we fhould the more carefully keep the 
truth as here recorded. 

The Apoflolic Commiffion was inflituted after 
the Refurre£tion. Christ had not given any 
general Commiffion to His ApofUes when He 
died on the Crofs, though He had promifed that 
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He would give them the keys. Confequently, the 
exiftence of a body of men bearing this Commif- 
fion is a perpetual witnefs of the Refurre£lion. 
This '' Apoftolical Succeffion" — as it is called — 
is a perpetual token that Christ rofe from the 
dead, and that He fent forth witnefTes to proclaim 
His RefurreSion, with whom He promifed to re- 
main till the end of the world. 

[The Firft Leffon, from the i6th Chapter of the 
Book of Numbers, warns us that none fhould 
take upon themfelves the Conimiffion to fpeak in 
Christ's name, to whatever Church or Denomi- 
nation they belong, unlefs they are afTured in their 
very heart of hearts, that they are called and fent 
of Christ : that as the Father fent the Son not 
tofeek His own glory, but the Father's who fent 
Him, not to be miniftered unto but to minifter, fo 
fhould thofe alfo whom Christ fends be in this 
world. Unlefs their hearts burn with the love of 
fouls, unlefs they long to enter upon " the fields 
which are white to the harvefl," unlefs "their 
meat and drink be to do their Lord's will, and to 
finifh His work," let them not venture, at what- 
ever human call, to take upon themfelves this 
great Commii&on. " It is required of flewards, 
that a man be found faithful ;" and woe to that 
man who for gain or honour fhall prefume to take 
part in the Miniflry of the Gofpel, or who having 
taken part fhall either negled his flock, or attempt 
to be a lord over God's heritage.] 



126 FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER, 

The firft Chapter of the Ads may this day be 
carefully ftudied, as not only completing the me- 
lancholy hiftory of Judas, but (bowing how^ God 
took care that the Apoftolic line (hould be con- 
tinued, to witnels the Refiirredion. The text — 
^ His biflioprick let another take" — is proof that 
the fucceflbrs of the Apoftles are rightly termed 
BiJbcpSj although that term is a generic one like 
the term paftor^ and in the Epiftles to Timothy 
and Titus it is in a limited fenfe ufed for the in- 
ferior office of the Prefbyter alfb. The Prefbyter 
was one of the Bifhops or paftors of a particular 
flock or congregation ; but the ApofUe was the 
Bifhop of a diflridl like Crete, or of a whole city 
like Epbefus, and hence he is called in the Reve- 
lation the " Angel" of fuch a Church — Angel and 
Apoftle meaning the &me thing — a mefTenger. 
We ufually give the name Angel to heavenly mef^ 
fengers however, and the name Bijhop with equal 
propriety to chief paflors. 

In our evening meditation and prayer on this 
firfl Sunday after Eailer, let us ft rive to keep up 
a vivid memory of the great Refurredion Fad, 
which is as it were the centre of the Chriftian 
Life. And for this purpofe what pordon of 
Scripture can be more fitted than that which our 
Church has fele£):ed for public reading on Eafter 
Tuefday ? The fifteenth Chapter of the firft EpifUe 
to the Corinthians is the fublimeft of all thofe 
glorious burfts of infpired poetry with which St, 
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Paul's Epiftles abound. It is the fuUeft expofition 
we have of the dodrine of the Refurreftion : it 
declares that the refurredtion bodies of the righteous 
fhall be as truly theu- own bodies as any flower 
is the produdl of its own particular feed. On the 
other hand it (hall not be the body that dies and is 
buried, any more than the fame glorious flower is 
the infignificant feed that was fown. The identity 
confiils in the connexion between the produ£): and 
the germ : " to every feed his own body," and yet 
— " thou foweft not that body that fhall be." The 
text, " what (hall they do which are baptized for 
the dead ? " feems to have reference to the martyrs, 
whofe baptifm of blood for a dead Christ, and for 
dead Patriarchs and Apoftles, would then be with- 
out a fhadow of hope. On the other hand, for a 
living Christ and for the patriarchs and prophets 
as *' living unto Him" in the power of His Re- 
furredlion, the martyrs might well confent to be 
*' baptized with the baptifm that He was baptized 
with," and St. Paul and others might as willingly 
'' ftand in jeopardy every hour." As for the 
Apoftle's " fighting with beafts at Ephefus," al- 
though he may have contended in the arena in 
fome unrecorded perfecution, it is more likely that 
he here fpeaks of his perfecutors as " beafts ; " for 
fo St. Ignatius, the Martyr Bifliop of Antioch, in 
his Epiftle to the Romans, fpeaks of the '' ten 
leopards," or foldiers, that guarded him, and who 
abufed him with rude indignities as he journeyed 
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towards Rome to be devoured by lions in the 
Flavian amphitheatre. 



Second Sunday after Eajier. 

[HIS is the day which the French call fo 
prettily the Sunday of the Bon Pafteur^ 
referring to the beautiful words of the 
Gofpel, " I am the Good Shepherd.*' 
The Gallican Church until lately retained many 
other ancient refemblances to the Anglican ; for 
the genuine Gallicans did not wholly fubmit to the 
Roman yoke even at the Council of Trent. Un- 
happily for them however they gave enough 
power to the Pope to enable him to deftroy their 
ancient Church ; and to fubftitute for it, after their 
firft Revolution, a purely papal one, which has 
almoft entirely abolifhed the good things that were 
left and for which the nobler fpirits among them 
once contended fo boldly. 

The Epiftle fpeaks of Christ as "the Bifhop, 
and Shepherd of our fouls ; " and the Gofpel ex- 
pounds the idea contained in that beautiful name, 
which Jacob firft gave the Meffiah, when he faid 
— *' from thence is the Shepherd, the Stone 
of Ifrael." In the CoUeft, the Good Shepherd, 
*' who laid down His life for His fheep," is ex- 
hibited as our atoning facrifice and our blefTed ex- 
ample J and we pray for grace to accept His atone- 
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ment and to follow His fteps. The Introit to- 
day can be no other fo appropriately as the 23rd 
Pfalm. 

[The Firft Leflbns are taken from the Book of 
Numbers, and fet before our fight the pifture of a 
faithlefs fliepherd, conftrained by the power of 
God who infpired him to fpeak the words of God 
and none other, and yet ready at the firft oppor- 
tunity to betray and hinder the people of God's 
choice, whom he had fo unwillingly blefled. Nor 
muft we fail to recognize the purpofe of our 
Church in felecfting the prophecy of Balaam for 
our reading on this day, as bringing before us 
vividly the Perfon and the glory of Him who was 
to come forth as a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre 
out of Ifi-ael.] 

The earneft pleading of a true fhepherd maybe 
profitably ftudied this evening in the firft Chapter 
of Coloffians, where in St. Paul we fee the cha- 
rafter of la good paftor under Christ the Chief 
Shepherd, — " rejoicing in his fufFerings" for the 
flock of Christ, and " warning every man and 
teaching every man, in all wifdom." This fame 
chapter abounds with references to the redemption 
which we have through Christ's blood, " even 
the forgivenefs of fins." 
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Third Sunday after Eajier. 

[HE fpirit of the fervice is denoted by the 
Colled, which, (primarily with re(pe£t 
to the Catechumens baptized at Eafter, 
but not lefs intentionally with refped 
to others,) befeeches God, that all who are fwom 
under Christ's banner may wear fuch a livery of 
fidelity, that thofe who are in error may fee their 
good works and learn to follow them, and {o to 
follow Christ. 

Chriftian coniiftencyin theprofeffion of Christ 
crucified is the theme of the day ; and its mighty 
power over finners to perfuade them to repentance 
— this is fuggefted. The Epiflle therefore fhows 
us what fort of morality this confiflency requires : 
and draws our attention to the true nature of that 
liberty with which Christ by His death and Re- 
furreftion has made us free : a liberty, not to do 
what we like without reference to God's will, but 
one which includes in it the love of God and 
of His holy will, while at the fame time it fets us 
free from the law of fin and death. " I will run 
in the way of Thy commandments, when thou hafl 
fet my heart at liberty ; " this is the Chriftian's 
Charter of Freedom, by which he willingly follows 
the leadings of his God. The Gofpel fliows us 
whom we follow, and whither He is leading us 
by His example. He fays — " I go to the 
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Father," and adds — '* I will fee you again, and 
your heart fhall rejoice." 

The Second Leflbn contains an awful inftance 
of inconfiftent and hypocritical profeffion among 
the early difciples. The cafe of Ananias and 
Sapphira fhould teach us how fearful it is to at- 
tempt to deceive ourfelves or others, in dealings 
with the Church of God and the minifters of 
Christ. As the Firft LefTon hints the eternal, 
fo this LefTon (hows the temporal confequences, 
with which God fometimes vifits fuch iniquity. 

In the Evening LefTons, while we note the pro- 
mife — " the Word of the Lord fhall go forth 
from Jerufalem," as fulfilled in the rife of the 
Chriflian Church ; we mufl not forget that this 
Word is a Moral Law as well as a Gofpel, — and 
that it is defcribed in the text " He will teach us 
of His ways, and we will walk in His paths/' 
The Second LefTon, which repeats the Eafler 
Gofpel, is a fummary of thefe ways and paths^ 
which Chriflians are called to keep: and con- 
cerning which we pray in the Eucharifl, that we 
may continue in them, and ^^ do all fuch good 
works, as He hath prepared for us to walk in." 

[Dur'mg the remaining Sundays after Eafler, 
and for the Sunday after Afcenfion Day the 
Church has felefted for our public reading por- 
tions of the Book of Deuteronomy, in which 
Mofes declares to the Ifraelites the mercies which 
they have received of God, and the love and 
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obedience with which they are bound to requite 
thofe mercies. They who knew the greatnefs 
and power of God in that they had heard the 
voice of the living God fpeaking out of the midft 
of the fire, how fhould they dare to offend againft 
Him who to His enemies is '^ a confiiming fire ? " 
They whom God had " brought forth out of the 
iron furnace, even out of Egypt,"* whom he had 
brought ^' into a good land, a land of brooks of 
water, . , • . a land of wheat and barley, . . . 
a land where they fhould eat bread without fcarce- 
nefs, and fhould lack nothing in it;"t — how^ 
fhould they forget fo merciful a God '^ in not keep- 
ing His commandments. His judgments, and His 
ftatutes ? "J How obvious is the lefTon to our- 
felves ! Let us who have feen fuch great things — 
the power of God in Christ's refurreSion, His 
abounding love in Christ's crucifixion, beware 
left in an idle contemplation of thefe bleffings and 
thefe wonders, we forget the great truth, the 
inmofl meaning of all thefe miracles of love and 
power : " this is the will of God, even our fandi- 
fication."] 



I>eut. iv. 20. f Dcut. viii. 7, 8. t Deut. viiL xi. 
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Fourth Sunday after Eajier. 

[HE Go(pel for the day dwells on the 
Lord's predidled Afcenfion, and on 
His promife of the Comforter. The 
Epiftle reminds us of the glory that 
fliall be revealed in us, by hinting the nature of 
this gift of the Comforter, who comes down from 
the " Father of Lights" for the purpofe of prepar- 
ing us to go up to Him, and to be *' partakers of 
the inheritance of the Saints in light." The Colle<Sl 
fuggefts to us the defire of Christ's promifes and 
the love of His precepts, as the means of keeping 
the heart fixed '' where true joys are to be found," 
even amid the changes of this world. 

The difficult paflage in the Gofpel may be com- 
prehended by the reflecSion, that the Comforter is 
alfo the Advocate of Christ, and came to finifli 
the work which Christ began, by ftriving with 
men's hearts in behalf of their Saviour. He 
convinces them of the great comprehenfive fin of 
unbelief, — as when ** they were pricked to the 
heart*' in view of their having crucified the Lord 
of Glory. He convinces them of the righteouf- 
nefs of Christ by His exaltation to the right hand 
of the Father, and fo of the righteoufnefs which 
finners may derive from Him who thus liveth for 
our juftification. Finally, He convinces men of 
judgment to come, becaufe '' the Prince of this 
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World'* is judged already — that is to fey, by 
Christ's triumph over him on the Crofs where 
He bruifed Satan's head, and ^' fpoiled principali- 
ties and powers." This promife being fulfilled, 
the remaining judgment of the world is as certain 
as what has already been executed on ^^ the prince 
of this world." Compare the words of Christ, 
(St. John xii. 31.) ** Now is the judgment of 
this world ; now fhall the prince of this world be 
caft out." 

[Let us dwell much upon this Gofpel, not in 
our own ftrength, nor by the help of human com- 
mentators alone or mainly, but with earneft prayer 
to Him '* who is His own interpreter,*' and who 
will at length make all things plain to us. The 
Chriftian fhould lofe no opportunity which the 
Services or feledions of the Church afford him of 
contemplating the coming and the work of the 
Holy Spirit of God. ** To walk by feith, not by 
iight ; " this is the great duty of man : and per- 
haps there is no point in which our carnal, worldly 
hearts find fo much pra£tical difEculty, as in the 
belief in the real operation of the Holy Ghoft, in 
His offices of Teacher, Guide, Comforter, and 
Advocate. Let us pray of Him now that He will 
come to us and *' reprove (or convince) us of fin, 
and of righteoufnefs and of judgment"] 
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Fifth Sunday after Eajler^ or Rogation 
Sunday. 

^HEN a friend departs to vifit a glorious 
City and the Court of a great King, 
we have meflages to fend by him. 
When we have a friend at court to 
prefent our petitions to the great king himfelf, we 
feel emboldened to make known our requefts. 
Thefe two ideas are made prominent to-day. 
Jesus is our Interceflbr and Advocate with the 
Father ; hence Prayer and its nature, as pre- 
fented through Christ's merits and intercef&on, 
are the fubjefts of this day's fervices, in view of 
the ** going up on high" of our Great High 
Prieft. 

The Colled recognizes the Father as the 
** Giver of all good things," and fuggefts that, as 
in keeping His Commandments ** there is great 
reward^* our lives fhould in the firft place corre- 
fpond with our prayers. This alfo is the idea of 
the Epiftle, which enjoins a pradical, inftead of a 
ceremonial religion ; for the religion here fpoken 
of means the profejjion of religion, which is better 
made in a fpotlefs and benevolent life, than in 
noify words, or in hearing without obeying the 
Gofpel. Let no man fuppofe however that he 
** keeps himfelf unfpotted from the world," if he 
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does not live in full communion with the Church 
of the living God, which is the only Ark of 
refuge from the world's pollutions. The Gofpel, 
while it contains the intimation of the Afcenfion, 
dwells on the nature of prayer — as *' afking in 
Christ's Name." Since our Lord's Afcenfion, 
no one has ever prayed aright who did not ex- 
preflly or by implication fay — ** through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." He alone is worthy to alk and 
to*' receive gifts for men : " we only venture to afk 
for His merits* lake, and receive through the 
channel of His love. The fitnefs of this Go(pel 
to the week of the Rogation-fafts muft be ap- 
parent. 

Read on this morning the eighth Chapter of 
Zechariah, and the eighth of the A6ks of the 
Apoftles. In the chapter from Zechariah, note 
among other texts the allufion to the fafts of 
Ifrael, as *' cheerful feafts ; " and alfo the pro- 
mife, " the feed fhall be profperous ; the vine 
fhall give her fruit, and the ground fhall give her 
increafe." One of the primary purpofes of the 
Rogation-fafts was to fupplicate a blef&ng on the 
fruits of the earth before harvefts.* In the New 
Teftament Chapter we fee a fulfilment of one of 
the promifes, that of Zechariah : where an Ethio* 

* [" Bccaufe this time of the year, the fruits of the earth 
are tender and eafily hurt : therefore Litanies extraordinary 
are faid to God to avert this judgment." Sparrow, Rationale 
of Common Prayer.] 
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pian as it were " takes hold of the Ikirt of him 
that is a Jew," and fays to Philip, " I will go with 
you — for I have heard that God is with you." 
This Ethiopian had become a profelyte before, 
and had been to Jerufalem to worfhip on a like 
principle. 

Another objeft of thefe fafts was to deprecate 
war; and in dwelling on this, let us remember 
that — *' they fhall fight, becaufe the Lord is with 
them, and the riders on horfeS fhall be con- 
founded," Here, the adverfary is represented as 
overcome and forced to be peaceful by the power 
of God. The fpiritual enemy muft not be for- 
gotten however; nor thofe terrible " riders on 
horfes," (in the Apocalypfe,) War, Peftilence, 
and Famine, againft whom the '* Faithful and 
True" went forth '' conquering and to conquer." 
This is the teaching of the Second Leflbn, where 
Jesus is portrayed as having overcome death, and 
enabled all believers to conquer the fame enemy 
in His ftrength. 

There is no Rogation Collefl: properly fo called ; 
but on this day and the three Rogation Days fol- 
lowing, it would be well to ufe after the Colle<Sl 
for the day that beautiful one appended to the 
Communion Office — " Almighty God the Foun- 
tain of all wifdom. Who knoweft our neceffities 
before we afk, and our ignorance in afking." This 
Colle<ft fums up the teaching of the Gofpel for 
the day in the words with which it concludes ; 
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^^ tbofe things wbich for ^ur wnvortbinefs we dare 
not, and for our blindnds we cannot ajk^ vouchiafe 
to give usy»r the wortbinefs of Thy Son.** 

Rogation Days.* 

[H£S£ Fafts are meant to prepare us for 
the Communion on Afcenfion-dajr ; to 
which great feftival they are as a minor 
Lent. Christ goes up to be our In- 
terceflbr : hence the great fubjed of Prayer^ as 
conneded with Sacrifice and the Mediatorial i^ork 
of Christ, comes prominently into view. 

The origin of thefe fafts is comparatively mo- 
dern, as they do not date from Apoftolic times, but 
were inftituted in the fifth century. Mamercus, 
Bifhop of Vienne in Gaul, is faid to have appointed 
them in deprecation of the ravages of the Northern 
Barbarians, which then feemed to threaten the ex- 
iftence of the Church in many places ; while earth- 
quakes and peftilences apparently conne£ted them 
with the wrath of God. On this occafion, the Litany 
received an addition of thofe Rogations, which are 
commonly known as " the Lefler Litany" among 
us,f becaufe they are ufually omitted on Sundays 

[* '' Supplications, which the Greeks call Litanies but 
the Latins Rogations*^'' Wheatlcy on the Common Prayer.] 

[t In the American Service Book, after the two prayers 
in the Litany, commencing, " Oh Lamb of God," &c. the 
Rubric direfls that ** the Minifter may, at his difcretion, 
omit all that follows to the prayer,' * We humbly befeech 
Thee,'"&c.] 
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and other feftive days when the Litany occurs to 
be (aid, and are referved for days of faffing and the 
like. Thefe Rogations were not merely offered . 
in Church but in the open air, the people going in 
proceffions and faying them refponfively with their 
paftor. One can imagine the impreffivenefs, in 
fuch circumflances of the fufFrage — ** Oh God, 
we have heard with our ears, and our fathers have 
declared unto us, the noble works which Thou 
didft in their days, and in the old time before 
them." Then came the refponfe — ** Oh Lord, 
arife, &c." 

At the Reformation in the Church of England, 
the Rogation proceffions were retained, and in 
fbme places they have been kept up to the prefent 
day. The Curate with his parifhioners, ufed to 
walk round the parifh, paufing at certain metes 
and bounds to offer thankfgivings, and to implore 
a bleffing on the fields and farms. He alfo at 
times recited the Mofaic formula — ** Curfed be he 
which tranflateth the bounds and doles of his 
neighbour," and the 104th Pfalm, Benedic anima 
mea^ was faid, or fung, refponfively.* Of thefe ob- 
fervances good George Herbert was a great 
favourer, in hi^ day, becaufe, as he fays in his 
** Country Parfon," (a charming old Church-book, 
which nobody fhould be ignorant of) " there are 



[• Sec Wheatley on the Common Prayer; Sec. xx. 
Of the Rogation Days.] 



140 ROGATION DAYS. 

contained therein four manifeft advantages— Kry?, 
a bleffing of God for the fruits of the field ; 
Secondly^ juftice in the prefervation of bounds ; 
Thirdly^ charity in loving, walking, and neigh- 
bourly accompanying one another, with reconcil- 
ing of diflFerences at that time if there be any ; 
Fourthly^ mercy in reUeving the poor by a liberal 
diftribution and largefs, which at that time is or 
ought to be ufed. (Whereupon he exafts of all to 
be prefent at the perambulation) . . . There is 
much preaching in this friendlinefs." (In America 
this pretty rural ceremony is hardly poffible, owing 
to the variety of feds which injure our Chriftianity, 
and deftroy good neighbourhood : but the Roga- 
tion-fefts can be obferved in Church ; obferving, 
that the American Church has added a Thankf- 
giving Feaft to the Calendar, as " a bleffing of 
God for the fruits of the field," which correfponds 
with thefe fails very perfeftly. It will be feen 
that the idea of fuch a Thankfgiving is of Church 
origin, and as it is now kept in America, engrafts 
the fpirit of the Rogation Days upon the old Englifli 
« Harveft home.") 

Among the Homilies will be found a curious 
one, divided into three parts, for thefe days ; but 
they are not in all parts fuitable for modern ufe. 
The Rogation CoUeft already noted at the clofe 
of the Communion Service, with the ufe of the 
Rogations on Wednefday when the Litany is 
faid, will fufficiently mark the obfervance. In 
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obferving thefe days, befides their ufe as a prepara- 
tion for the folemn worfhip of Afcenfion-day, we 
Ihould ftrive to fix our thoughts (in accordance 
with ancient ufage,) upon God our Father, as 
the Deliverer from difeafe and death, and the 
Giver and Securer of the fruits of the earth. But 
while we are thus praying to Him that " He will 
give and preferve to us the kindly fruits of the 
earth, fo that in due time we may enjoy them," 
let us never forget that temporal bleffings are 
never to be defired except in connexion with 
thofe fpiritual ones, which Christ went up on 
high to receive as the chief gifts of God to men. 
Shall we pray for the fields that have been fown 
by the hufbandmen, and forget thofe which are 
white to the harveft, and that call for fpiritual 
labourers ? Shall we " afk of the Lord — rain" 
to fertilize the foil, and forget to afk for the out- 
pouring of the Holy Ghofl upon the fallow of 
men's hearts ? Nay rather let thefe be our chief 
objects of petition — in ufing the liberty of prayer 
which Christ has given us as a parting bequefl 
to the Church, from which His bodily prefence is 
taken away. 
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Afcenfion Day. 

[HIS day concludes the glorious circuit 
through which the Sun of Righteouf- 
nefs has run His courfe. He who was 
with God from the beginning, was with 
Him in His divine nature, even while He walked 
on earth, or defcended into Hades : but now His 
human nature is exalted to the right hand of the 
Father ; and we fee our own nature in Him ad- 
vanced to the glory which is the common deftiny 
of the redeemed : for He is ^^ not aihamed to call 
us brethren," and we are " made to fit with Him 
in heavenly places'* already. This infpiring truth 
is fummed up in the Proper Preface, in which the 
Church, like the lark, feems to take the wings of 
the morning, and to fing at the very gate of hea- 
ven her exulting hope, " that where He is, thither 
we fhall alfo afcend and reign with Him in glory." 

We are taught then according to the Creed, 
that the corporal prefence of Christ is in heaven ; 
and hence, that it is His fpiritual prefence which 
is with us in our meeting together in His Name ; 
which is with His miniflers in the difcharge of 
their fundlions; and which is more efpecially 
vouchfafed to faith, in the Lord's Supper. 

Thus we fee how vain is that (hocking error of 
Rome, that the corporal flefh and blood, '* nerves 
and bones," of Christ are daily immolated afrefh. 
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and confumed by the teeth and digeftive func- 
tions of even unbelieving hypocritical recipients ! 
Christ's blefled Body was unbroken, and flood 
before the difciples, when He (aid of the Bread, 
" this is My Body," and of the Cup, " this is My 
Blood." They did not eat and drink what flood 
before them and fpake unto them and was not yet 
crucified ; but their faith fed on a fpiritual fubflance 
which He gave them with the outward fign ; and 
which was His Flefh and His Blood, not in the 
letter ** which profiteth nothing," but in ** fpirit" 
and " life.'' 

At the Holy Communion to-day we are to re- 
fle£l then that Christ's glorious prefence is cor- 
porally in Heaven ; that " a bone of Him fliall not 
be broken," and that it is only by faith that we can 
feed upon Him, and " difcern die Lord's Body" 
in the Sacrament. We afk no further queflions : 
we do not fay *' How can He give us His Flefh 
to eat : " but we believe jufl what He fays, that 
the confecrated and broken Bread is bread, and 
yet His Body ; and that the Wine is wine, and 
yet His Blood. To deny that the outward fign is 
natural bread and wine, is jufl as really to deftroy 
the Sacrament, as to deny that the inward and 
fpiritual grace is *' the Body and Blood of Christ." 
St. Paul clearly enforces this, (i Cor. x. 16. 17,) 
when he fays — ** the cup of bleffing, which we 
blefs, is it not the Communion of the Blood of 
Christ ? " He furely does not mean that the 
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metal of the cup is changed into the blood : yet if 
anybody is fo carnal as to infift on a literal change, 
he fays it of the cupy and not of the wine. So he 
fays — " the bread which we break, is it not the 
Communion of the Body of Christ ? " Here is 
the Church's doftrine in a word ; it is bread, and 
yet it is the body ; materially the one, and fpiri- 
tually the other. 

Two Thurfdays therefore aid us in gaining the 
full idea of the Eucharift, Maunday Thurfday, and 
" Holy Thurfday" or Afcenfion Day. On the 
firft the bread and wine were taken and received 
as Christ's Body and Blood, while the unchanged 
Christ ftood before them. On the fecond the 
Body of our Lord became invifible to human 
eyes; but it is required of faith to behold that 
Body at the right hand of the Father, and at the 
fame time to " difcern the Lord's Body'* in the 
Lord's Supper. And this is juft what our Lord 
prepared us for, (St. John vi. 62,) when He 
faid — " Doth this offend you ? what and if ye (hall 
fee the Son of Man afcend up where He was be- 
fore ? " It will be hard to believe the two fafts, 
He intimates, unlefs you will underftand that I am 
not fpeaking, as the filly and carnal Jews imagine, 
of my corporal fubftance, which I am going to 
take up to Heaven after the Refurreftion, but of 
my fpiritual fubftance, which I will give to the 
faithful, fo that they fliall " eat of this bread and 
J*ve for ever." He fays all this, when he adds — 
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*' It is the Spirit that quickeneth ; the Jlejh profit eth 
nothing : the words that I fpeak unto you, they are 
fpirit, and they are life." 

It muft be remembered, too, that Christ fays 
of Himfelf I am the living Bread which came 
down from heaven ;" and again, " I am the Bread 
of Life." If we are to underftand His words 
carnally therefore, we may as well affirm that His 
body was '* tranfubftantiated" into bread, as that 
bread is fo turned into His Body. This awfully 
profane dogma of the Trent Council not only 
contradicSs Scripture and the primitive Church, 
but bafes itfelf on the natural philofifphy of Arif^ 
totle, and thus incorporates an exploded fyflem of 
material things with the faith of Christ ! To be- 
lieve it, it is not enough to believe in Christ and 
His ApofUes; but we mufl alfo believe in the 
Pagan Philofopher, Ariflotle. If his theory of 
matter is felfe, (as is now conceded,) then this 
dogma of tranfubftantiation is falfe, for it refls on 
his theory. It is fad to recur to falfe docSrines in- 
ftead of fimply prefenting the truth ; but fince this 
net has been fpread for fouls, it is necefTary to 
'* beware lefl any man fpoil us through philofophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after 
the rudiments of the worlds and not after Christ."* 

♦ [There are points in this flatement of doftrine which 
might, with advantage, be modified and explained, but I 
have not felt at liberty to meddle with what I in the main 
L 
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The Epiftle, to-dajr, is a portion from the Ads, 
giving the detailed account of the Afcenfion, and 
containing the great truth that the forty days 
which clofed at the Afcenfion were days in which 
Christ gave to His Apoftles their full inftrudions 
as to founding and perpetuating His kingdom in the 
earth. The book of the A£ls is a record of thefe 
inftru£tions as carried out by the Apoftles, after 
the Holy Ghost had come to bring all things to 
mind which Christ had told them. Thus as 
Mofes received " the pattern in the mount'* during 
the forty days in which the tabernacle was fet up, 
the Church, of which- that tabernacle was but a 
figure, was delivered to the Apoftles as a ** better" 
pattern in the mount. The Gofpel is St. Mark's 
account of His " receiving up" — '* after He had 
fpoken to them ; " and St. Luke's narrative is the 
Second Morning Leflbn. In the Second Evening 
LefTon, St. Paul expounds the Apoftolic Commit 
fion as an Afcenfton-gift, carrying out the idea of 
a triumphal pageant, where the conqueror in his 
chariot fcattered gifts among the people, and led 
his captives in his train. The Firft Morning 
Leflbn brings the forty days of the giving of the 



agreed with, inafmuch as I felt, that every reader capable 
of entering into the difficulties of the queftion difaifled, 
efpecially with reference to the Ariftotelian views engrafted 
on the Scriptures, would have formed his own opinion al- 
ready. — Ed.] 
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Law into comparifon with the forty days of the 
founding of the Church on that " ftone which 
the builders reje<fted : ** but the Firft Evening 
LefTon is a very important one, and reminds us of 
the fe6l that there were two typical afcenfions be- 
fore that of Christ. In the patriarchal times, 
'' Enoch was tranflated ; " in the Mofaic difpenfa- 
tion, Elijah " went up by a whirlwind into heaven/* 
Thus before and after the flood men were darkly 
taught concerning their deftination to fomething 
above this world ; but in Christ they were fhown 
the way as well as the meritorious caufe of human 
exaltation, and were fully aflured that the ^* hea- 
vens were opened to all believers." Obferve that 
Elijah was carried up by heavenly agencies ; but 
Christ fublimely rofe by His own power, and rode 
upon the heavens by His name Jah, that is, Je- 
hovah. 

In the falling of Elijah's mantle was pre-figniiied 
the gift by Christ to His Apoftles of His own 
prophetic commiffion, as well as of other fpiritual 
powers, Eliflia is a type of the Apoftolic miniftry, 
'* healing the waters** and taking away dearth and 
barrennefs from the world. The " little children" 
who mocked him were rather profane young men, 
who knew enough to fcorn him as a prophet, and 
to wifli him out of the world with Elijah. Their 
profanenefs in bidding him " go up,'* that is, 
afcend to heaven, (fo that they might live on, un- 
rebuked in fin,) argues a deep depravity in them- 



148 ASCENSION DAY. 

felves and in their parents. The curfe of the pro- 
phet was not a perfonal but an infpired maledidion, 
and pre-figniiies the judgment of God on all thofe 
who fcorn His minifters and hinder the work of 
the Gofpel. 

It only remains to fay, that Proper Pfalms are 
provided for this high feftival, which are fo appro- 
priate that the day itfelf furniflies the comment. 
The old Introit is Pfalm 47th ; and a moft appro- 
priate Hymn which has been fet to the mufic 
called " Chefhunt" in old colle<9:ions, is a trium- 
phant fong of viftory. How thrilling the apos- 
trophe — 

" Loofe all your bars of maffy light, 
And wide unfold the radiant fcene ; 
He claims thefe maniions as His right. 
Receive the King of Glory in." 

In Communion, the verfes (in the Hymn) begin- 
ning— 

" Thou, God, all glory, honour, pow'r 
Art worthy to receive 5" 

will be found a moft fitting conclufion to the fpe- 
cial folemnities of the celebration. If we have 
dwelt at great length on the fervices of this Feaft, 
it is not only becaufe it is too little honoured, but 
becaufe there is nothing which can enter the mind 
of man fo entirely beyond all that man imagines 
°y his own powers, and fo ennobling to his nature, 
^s the truth which this day celebrates. Poor 
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linners that we are, — poor dying worms, — can it 
be that we are heirs of immortal glory, and that 
the way into the heaven of heavens ftands wide 
open, fo that we may follow the Son of God, and 
be welcomed by Him as brethren and partakers 
of His throne ? 



Sunday after Afcenjion Day^ or 
ExpeSiation Sunday. 

[ERHAPS the darkeft Sunday that was 
ever hallowed by the Church was that 
which followed our Lord's Afcenfion. 
The little band of the faithful were 
only an hundred and twenty, the eleven Apoftles, 
with the BlefTed Virgin and other holy women, 
included; and one narrow room in Jerufalem, 
probably that in which the Laft Supper had been 
celebrated, contained the whole Catholic Church. 
Christ had faid " I will not leave you orphans^** 
and had promifed to fend the Comforter. But on 
this Sunday the Lord had gone up to glory, and 
the Comforter was not yet come. So then for 
the time they were orphans : but they looked for 
the timely fulfilment of the promife, and continued 
in prayer and fupplication. They were expeSing 
the Comforter, and hence this day is known in 
the Church as " Expeftation Sunday," or the 
Sunday ^fter the Afcenfion, 
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The Introit may be Pfidm 93rd, and Vent 
Cri^ttr^ in one of its verfions, fhould be fung to- 
day, as alio on Whitfiinday. 

The Colled throws us back in fpirit to the 
earlieft days of the Church, and makes us iympa- 
thize with that primitive band of difciples to whom 
Jesus had fidd, ^^ Fear not, little flock, for it is 
your Father*s good pleafure to give you the 
kingdom.*' We pray that we may not be " left 
comfordeft,'* and we befeech Almighty God, by 
the power of the Spirit to '' exalt us to the fame 
place whither our Saviour Christ is gone before.** 
There is a touching harmony of fentiment in the 
Epiftle and Gofpel. '' Be fober and watch unto 
prayer** — and ** have fervent charity among your- 
felves** — may well be fuppofed to have been the 
primitive watchwords at this folemn and critical 
moment : and as every one felt in thofe days that 
fomething depended on himfelf individually, fo now 
we are exhorted, according to the gifts we have re- 
ceived, to " minifter one to another.** The Gofpel 
rehearfes the overwhelming words of Christ to the 
apoftolic company, prediaing their labours, fuflFer- 
inp, and deaths : at the fame time, while it ihows 
what great need they had of comfort, it renews 
the promife of comfort in the words-*' when the 
^omforter IS come, whom I will fend unto you 
Shfch ' ^^™f^-even the Spirit of Truth 

/ i^vie. The proceffion of the Spirit from 
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the Father, here afferted, in no wife conflifts with 
His equal proceeding from the Son, which is elfe- 
where implied, if not expreflly taught in Scripture. 
For private meditation on this day, we may 
fele£t the fecond Chapter of the Prophet Joel, ac- 
companied by the feventeenth Chapter of the 
Gofpel of St. John. The firft named paflage 
opens with the recognition of '* a day of darknefe 
and gloominefs,*' but ends with that prediftion of 
the outpouring of the Spirit of Coniblation, to 
which St. Peter expreflly refers in his fermon on 
Pentecoft Day. St. John records for our ufe our 
Saviour's Interceflbry prayer, which is calculated 
forcibly to remind us of what our glorious Media- 
tor and Advocate is doing for His faithful, there 
where He '' ever liveth to make interceffion for 
us." How much that ought to infpire our hopes 
and gratitude is implied in that expreffion of our 
Saviour, in which He anticipates the converfion 
of unborn millions, — ** neither pray I for thefe 
alone, but for them alfo which fhall believe on 
Me through their word." If we have thus be- 
lieved the Apoftolic Scriptures, and are admitted 
to the Apoftolic Communion and fellowfliip, what 
text is there in all the Scriptures that (hould de- 
light or confole us more ? At this time when we 
read it, its hallowed and touching words, carrying 
us back to Holy Week, and forward to Pentecoft, 
have a moft impreflive efFe£t, and come to the 
devout mind with cheering folemnity« 
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In the evening we may profitably ftudy the pro- 
mifes contained in the third Chapter of Zephaniah, 
and the precept — ** Wait ye upon me, faith the 
Lord ; '* comparing it with the words of St. Paul 
(2 Thefs. iii. 5.) ** the Lord dire<9: your hearts, 
into the love of God, and into the patient waiting 
for Christ." The conclufion of that chapter, not 
lefs fitted to Expediation Sunday, teaches us that 
primitive charity and peace did not permit a com- 
promife of Apoftolic teaching. Even brethren, 
forgetting Apoftolic ordinances, were to be ad- 
monifhed, and fufpended from the fellowfhip of 
the faithful : that they might all with one accord 
ftrive together for the faith of the Gofpel. If we 
expeft God to manifeft Himfelf to us, we muft 
ftrive for Chriftian unity ; and that not in the 
furrender of Apoftolic truth, but in its fteadfaft 
maintenance and profefEon. In thefe days, if a 
Chriftian brother refufes to obey the precepts of 
the Apoftles, it is common to fay that — *' it is of 
little confequence, provided he is fincere." But 
St. Paul fpeaks very differently ; and his words are 
rehearfed this day to remind us that the Holy 
Ghost comes as the Spirit of Truth ; and that 
Truth muft be the bafis of the unity of the Spirit 
and the bond of Peace, 
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Whitfunday. 

[HE Comforter is come ! Think, firft, 
of the joy and rapture with which the 
little Church, pent up in Jerufalem 
like lambs among wolves, took up this 
exulting ftrain, when after ten days of waiting the 
Eternal Spirit fuddenly manifefted His prefence, 
and afTured them that Christ, enthroned at the 
right hand of the Father, ftill loved His little 
flock, and had obtained the promifed gift for their 
comfort and fupport. The coming of the Holy 
Ghost in new form and with augmented power 
was thefeal from the Moft High, which certified all 
the whole Gofpel to be from God. It proved 
the rifen Jesus to be alfo the glorified Jesus ; (St. 
John vii. 39.) and fo infpired the Church with a 
moral power and courage, which nothing elfe 
could have given. This is feen in the intrepid 
bearing of the once timid Peter ; and in the bold- 
nefs of the whole Church, fo lately aflembling in 
fecret '* for fear of the Jews." But it is not 
only moral power, for the outpouring of the Spirit 
had filled them with fupernatural gifts and with 
divine energy. And all this is fummed up in the 
Preface to the Trifagion in this day's Eucharist, 
— which fo touchingly unites our own eftate as 
Chriftians with the original coming of the Spirit, 
in the qoncluding words — " whereby we have 
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been brought out of darknefs and error into the 
clear light and true knowledge of Thee and of 
Thy Son Jesus Christ.** 

The Epiftle is the hiftorical narrative of St. Luke, 
and the Gofpel a rehearfal of Christ's promifes. 
The former winds up with fublime eflfed, and the 
latter is unufually full and iignificant as a feledion 
bearing on the day. The promife of Christ is to 
be fpecially noted — ^^ He (hall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, what- 
foever I have faid unto you." Theie words efta- 
blifli the infpiration of the New Teftament Scrip- 
tures, and fuperfede all idle inquiries as to when or 
how the Apoftles and Evangelifts '^ colleded ma- 
terials for their writings." Obferve, alfo, the words 
concerning the Comforter, which (how that He 
came not only for the moment, but to abide with 
the Church for ever, — " even the Spirit of Truth 
whom the world cannot receive.^* Worldly men are 
feldom orthodox ; they are carnal even in their re- 
ligious views, and read Scripture with low views of 
its authority and of its origin. Obferve alfo that 
of all our feftivals Pentecoft is the leaft reliihed by 
the world. They cannot enter into it : it requires 
a fpiritual mind to receive refrefliment and delight 
from its celebration. 

In the old Introit (Pfalm 33) obferve the pat 
fage — ** by the Word of the Lord were the hea- 
vens made, and all the hofts of them by the Breath 
of His mouth." The Word is Christ, and the 
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Breath is the Holy Ghost. The Pfalms ap- 
pointed for the day are well feledled, and calcu- 
lated to give to our thoughts a right direftion, 
bearing ftriftly upon the fubjefl of our Comme- 
moration. The whole of Pfalm 68 is a fublime 
prophecy of the Afcenfion, and the coming of the 
Comforter; and we may note, in fpecial reference 
to the immediate enlargement of the Apoftolic mi- 
niftry after Pentecoft, the predidlion of the Pfalm- 
ift— " theLoRD gave the word {Go/pel) : great was 
the company of the preachers." The Proper 
Pfalms in the Evening Prayer difplay the work of 
the Spirit in the Creation and the Refurredlion. 

The Firft Leffon at Morning Prayer rehearfes 
the inftitution of the Feaft of the fiftieth day^ or 
** Pentecoft." It was alfo called the " feaft of 
weeks" by the Hebrews, becaufe a week of weeks, 
(feven times feven days,) intervened between the 
paflTover and this feftival. It was reckoned from 
the day when the barley-flieaf was cut for the wave- 
offering of the Paffover,^— which fignified Christ 
the "firft-fruits" of the refurreftion, or harveftof 
the world. The Seven weeks feem to have been 
appointed with reference to the Seven-fold Spirit ; 
of which the Seven golden candlefticks were a 
fymbol under the Law. The Englilh name, Whit- 
funday, is faid, by fome, to be properly " Wit- 
Sunday" — Wit being the old Englifli for Wifdom, 
and the Comforter being the " Spirit of Wifdom." 
It is more common to explain the term by refer- 
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ence to the white raiment which ufed to be worn 
on this day : but the whitenefs of the Holy Dove, 
(bedding the fiery tongues like feathers of gold, 
may alfo be fuggefted in connexion with the w^ords 
— ** ye fhall be as the wings of a Dove that is co- 
vered with filver wings, and her feathers like gold." 
And here it muft be noted that the argument for 
the Chriftian Sabbath cannot be feparated from the 
argument for Eafter and Pentecoft. If the Lord 
hallowed the Firft day of the week, fo alfo He hal- 
lowed thofe Feafts, by making them the occailon 
of the Refurreftion, and of the coming of the Com- 
forter. It is the true view that the Paflbver and 
Pentecoft were appointed under the Law to be 
perpetuated under the Gofpel, when their nobler 
purpofe fhould be revealed. Obferve how God 
Himfelf keeps and honours His own appointments. 
The Paflbver is made the day of deliverance from 
^gyp^ becaufe it is to be the time of Jesus* de- 
liverance, and of our deliverance by Him ; and 
Pentecoft is made the day of giving the Law, be- 
caufe it is to be the day of giving the Spirit. Ten 
days therefore are numbered, after the Afcenfion, 
and it is not till the day of Pentecoft \% fully come 
tT^^ ^^"<^s the HolyGhost. Scripture ih'ows 
C Aets xvui. 21 5 XX. 16 ; I Cor. xvi. 8,) that Pen- 
J^^^'^^^^j'^^sJ'^^upuloufly obferved as a Chriftian 
^a y bt. Paul, who fo earneftly oppofes the 

andXe r"'^'^'^ feafts (Gal. i v. 9, lo, xi), 
"Diervance of this day was evidently in 
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accordance with the ufage of the whole Church. 
The whole fyftem of the '' Chriftian Year" is 
thus demonftrated, by a comparifon of this Firft 
LeiTon with divine providences and Chriftian 
ufages as exhibited in the New Teftament. 

The Second Leflbn is well felefted for reading 
in a congregation of thofe who as Gentiles were 
once afar off from God, in the times when *' fal- 
vation was of the Jews," defcribing, as it does, the 
aftonifhment of St. Peter's Jewifh companions, 
'* becaufe that on the Gentiles alfo was poured out 
the gift of the Holy Ghoft."* We may at the 
fame time ftudy another ftriking afpe<9: of this gift 
of the Holy Ghoft in the fourth Chapter of the 
Ads of the Apoftles, which contains a fpecimen 
of the boldnefs and wifdom with which two '* un- 
learned and ignorant men" could preach the Gof- 
pel, when " filled with the Holy Ghoft." More- 
over, it celebrates the power of the Spirit, in giv- 
ing boldnefs to all the faithful, and in making the 
early Chriftians " love one another." It contains 
alfo part of the primitive Liturgy, which they feem 
to have chanted ** with one accord," as we do to 
this day. It confifts of a Chriftian paraphrafe of 
the fecond Pfalm ; and is further remarkable for 
the lyrical charafter of the prayer with which it 
concludes. 

The Evening Leflbn from Ifaiah not only enu- 

* A6ls X. 45. 
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mcrates the Seven gifts of the Spirit, but propheti- 
cally names the countries into which the Pente- 
coftal converts carried the Gofpel—« the Parthians, 
and Medes, and Elamites," of whom we hear in 
the Epiftle. The Second Leffon proves the ordi- 
nary gifts of the Spirit to have been beftowed by 
the Apoftles in Confirmation, by "the laying on 
of hands," after the beginning of the Spmt's work 
in Baptifm. The expreffion " we have not fo much 
as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost"— 
means only that they had not heard whether He 
was yet given. They were difciples of St. John 
Baptift, and they thus referred to the Baptift's pro- 
mife— " He (hall baptize you with the Holy Ghoft 
and with fire." Of the fulfilment of this promife 
on the day of Pentecpft they had not heard. 
John's baptifm was not Chriftian baptifm, but a 
mere preparation for it: the Apoftles therefore 
proceeded to baptize thefe converts into the Church, 
and then to confirm them. Let us refleft on the 
power of the Spirit of God over evil fpirits, as we 
hear the clofe of this Leffon, which rebukes "the 
curious arts" of necromancy and witchcraft— arts 
which we have lately feen revived ;* and which are 
maintained in juft fuch books as were zealoufly 
burned of old by thofe who had ufed them, as foon 

o/fSM'^'-'""' T^'^^^ '^ *^ '^^ pretended wonders 
tllrofrA^'"^-'"^ table-turning, of late fo much 
talked of m Amenca, as well as among ourfelves.-Eo.] 
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as they were freed from the power of the devil by 
the Holy Spirit of God. 

As the whole Book of the A£ls is a record of 
the work of the Spirit, and has been called '' the 
Gofpel of the Holy Ghoft," we may continue to 
read it at this feafon as an accompaniment to the 
Daily Leflbns. Indeed, the reftdue of the year 
might well be conceived of as a continuous com- 
memoration of the Spirit, juft as the earlier half of 
the year is dedicated to the Eternal Word ; the 
feaft of the Holy Trinity being the clafp, or bond, 
in which the whole is joined together. Thus " the 
Lord and Giver of Life" receives due honour, 
while His divine perfonality and blefled offices are 
prominently kept in view. May all who profefs 
to worihip the Spirit do fo ^^ in Spirit and in 
Truth." 

Whtt-Monday. 

JHITSUN-WEEK, which falls in the 
feafon of flowers, and therefore — even 
if it be aftually in June — in the poetic 
May of old England, may well be made 
a week of privilege to children in fchools and fa- 
milies. But it fhould be a week of '' joy in the 
Holy Ghost," and therefore its fpiritual exercifes 
are multiplied and fpecial. Monday and Tuefday 
are feafts, but Wednefday, Friday, and Saturday are 
Ember-fafts, and fo there is but one day in the 
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feven, which is left to the ordinary circuit of the 
Church's worfhip. One might almoft fay that the 
Seven gifts of the Spirit.have each their day of fpe- 
cial propriety; and that thus the great feaft of the 
Trinity is ufhered in when the fulnefs of vriidom 
and underftanding and counfel and might and 
knowledge and godlinefs and holy fear has fitted 
the Church to confefs her faith in God, in affert- 
ing the myflery of His Tri-unity. 

This is a fitting week for inftrufting the young 
and preparing them for their future Confirmation, 
fo that by God's mercy it may prove to them in- 
deed the anointing of the Spirit, and the giving of 
His Seven-fold grace. Where it is convenient alfo, 
it is a proper week for the reunion of confirmation 
clafTes under pafloral advice and regulation, to re- 
cal pafl vows and to inquire as to their refults.* 

The Epiflle of to-day commemorates the firfl 
out-pouring of the Spirit upon a Gentile — the Cen- 
turion Cornelius. This was in degree a minor 
Pentecofl, but its confequences have been im- 
menfe: for it was the grafting of the wild ftockof 
the Gentiles into the good olive-tree of Ifrael. 
The Gofpel (hows that this was the carrying out 
of the divine plan, which was not to fave the Jews 
only but the world. Faith in the Son of God 

* [A moft valuable fuggeftion, helping to anfwer a 
queftion often afked anxioufly among the Clergy j ** How 
fliall we keep our hold on the young of our flock ?" — Ed,] 
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henceforth makes the true fon of feithful Abra- 
ham ; and if a man is loft, it is not becaufe of un- 
circumcifion, but becaufe '^ he hath not believed 
in the name of the only-begotten Son of God." 

The Firft Morning LefTon relates the confufion 
of tongues at Babel, which the gift of tongues on 
the day of Pentecoft was meant to remedy. The 
Second Lefibn is St. Paul's expofition of the gifts 
of the Spirit in their nature and purpofe. Obferve 
that they reflore the unity and fellowfhip which 
was loft at Babel ,and thus out of many nations 
and tongues is made one Catholic Church. 

In the Evening, we read of the (eventy elders 
who received the Spirit of prophecy under the 
Law; and, in the Second LefTon, of the order and 
method to which the higheft fpiritual gifts were 
fubjeSed in the public worfhip of the Apoftolic 
Church. 

Whitfun-Tuefday. 

PHE Epiftle is the narrative of the firft 
recorded Confirmation ; when the con- 
verts whom Philip the deacon had bap- 
tized were vifited and blefTed by the 
Apoftleswith the laying on of hands. Thus, they 
received the Holy Ghost in the fulnefs of His 
gifts, having only been fo far partakers of the Spirit 
as babes in Christ — " not fpiritual, but carnal'* 
— that is, only initiated into fpiritual life. 

M 
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The Gofpel, while it conneds idelf with Pen* 
tecofty is dcHgned to remind us that the Holt 
Ghost was fent by the Good Shepherd to die 
^^ (heep of His pafture," that they might evermore 
feed in green paftures, and be led by waters of 
comfort. It is alio a Preface to the Ember-fiifls 
and to the Ordaining Sunday about to follow. 

The Firft LefTon fhows the power of the Spirit 
to qualify whom He will as prophets of the LoROy 
and (bmetimes to make evil men veflels of mercy 
to others — as it is written — ^*' Is Saul alio among 
the prophets ?'' In the Second LeflTon we fhould 
note the precept — " Quench not the Spirit ; de- 
fpifc not prophefyings." We do the one when we 
refift the motions of divine grace in our con- 
fciences : we do the other, when we difregard In- 
fpired Scripture, or the teachings of its worthy and 
lawful expounders in the legitimate exercife of their 
miniftry. 

At Evening Prayer, the Firft LefTon appears to 
have been appointed as contrafting the giving of 
the Law on tables of ftone with the writing of 
the Gofpel bn the flelhly tablets of the heart- One 
fublime paffage — which fhould be compared with 
St. Paul's expofition (Rom. x. 6, 7, 8.) in the 
Epiftle to the Romans — is fpecially fuited to the 
time : ^^ It is not in heaven that thou fhouldfl fay. 
Who fhall go up for us to heaven, and bring it 
unto uSy that we may hear it, and do it?" In 
other words, though Christ is afcended. His pro- 



EMBER-DAYS IN WHITSUNTIDE. 1 63 

tnife is fulfilled ; the Spirit has come down, and 
His truth is with us. 

[The Second LeiTon warns us in emphatic lan- 
guage not to reft in idle acquiefcence, " believing 
every fpirit," but in the power of the Holy Scrip- 
tures and in devout dependance upon the Infpirer 
of them, to " try the fpirits whether they be of 
God." *' Every fpirit which confeffeth that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flefli is of God.'* Nor 
does it lefs teach us to try ourfelves, whether we 
have received the Holy Ghost, for " hereby," 
alone, " know we that we dwell in Him and He 
in us, becaufe He hath given us of His Spirit,"] 



Ember-Days in Whitfuntide. 

[HOUGH Trinity Sunday is an Ordain- 
ing Sunday, it is fo not as the Feaft of 
the Trinity but as the Oftave of Pen- 
tecoft. For the Holy Ghost came 
to enfure a perpetual fuccefEon of Apoftles and 
paftors and teachers in the Chriftian Church, and 
fo to make good the promife of Christ to be 
with His Apoftles to the end of the world. It is 
the Spirit only that can ordain, albeit by means of 
human hands; as when Mofes ordained Jofliua 
(Deut. xxxiv. 9), he "was full of the Spirit of 
Wifdom." The Apoftles themfelves were not 
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completely empowered till they had received the 
Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecoft, to fill up 
the initial gift ( St. John xx. 22, compared with 
Ads i. 8.) which Christ Himfelf had imparted at 
Eafter. Then *' the Lord gave the word ; great 
was the company of the preachers." 

The fitnefs of the Pentecoftal Seafon then, as 
one of preparation for the commiffioning of frefh 
meflengers of the Gofpel, mud be obvious. Let 
thefe days be kept in eameft prayer for all Biihops, 
paftors and miffionaries, that thofe to be ordained 
may indeed be men *' full of the Holy Ghost, 
and of wifdom.'' Let us pray that by their mi- 
niftry the Holy Spirit may be communicated in 
power and comfort to nations that ftill fit in dark- 
nefs and the (hadow of death. So fhall there be 
'' tongues of fire " once more in anfwer to ardent 
prayer, and other tribes (hall fing with exultation, 
** we do hear them fpeak in our tongues the won- 
derful works of God." 



Trinity Sunday. 

[HE Church's Services have culminated; 
to-day they mount up to the throne of 
the Godhead ; for knowing the Son 
and the Holy Ghost, we know the 

Father alfo, and that thefe three are not three 

Gods, but one God. 
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The Church, to-day, celebrates the glory and 
majefty of God in His effence and in His works. 
In the word Trinity fhe fimply fums up what is 
revealed concerning Him j that in fubftance He 
is one, but in perfons three. In this there is no- 
thing contradiftory : for the fubjeft-matter is far 
beyond the grafp of us finite creatures of an hour. 
But it is fomething myfterious, for we know not 
how His unity of fubftance confifts with the Tri- 
nity of perfons. Nor do we know an)rthing of 
God which He has not told us : nor is there any- 
thing told us of God which is not myfterious. 
The Father could not make us acquainted with 
the Son and the Spirit, without giving us know- 
ledge of myfterious fadls as to His Nature. Now 
the Gofpel confifts in our knowledge of the Son 
and the Spirit in their divinity and offices ; and 
thus the Trinity is the fimdamental verity of the 
Gofpel. It is taught us, not as an enigma, an 
arbitrary communication to faith : but practically, 
as the bafis of all that we muft know and do as 
Chriftians. 

The ColleS enables us to worfliip the Unity 
which exifts in the power of the Divine Majefty, 
even while we acknowledge the glory of the 
Eternal Trinity. The Epiftle exhibits this "Unity 
of the Divine Majefty," as beheld by St. John in 
his vifions: One fat on the throne — whom the 
four living creatures worfliip in the Trine afcrip- 
tion of Holinefs — ^as we do in the words — 
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" Holy Father, Holy Son, 
Holy Spirit, Three in one.*' 

In the Gofpel, obferve the text — *'I fay unto 
thee, except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God." 
Here Christ is the fpeaker, the Spirit is fpoken 
of as the Regenerator, and the Father is referred 
to—** whofe is the Kingdom ;" while all is fpoken 
with reference to baptifm *' in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.*' If God is One, thefe three peribns 
muft be one in fubftance; or into what are we 
baptized? This fame Gofpel alfo rebukes the 
Spirit which afks, *' how can thefe things be," 
with reference to revealed truth : and as if pro- 
viding for this full revelation of Himfelf, Christ 
fays to the Pharifees — ** If I have told you earthly 
things, and ye believe not, how fhall ye believe if 
I tell you of heavenly things ?'* Obferve, too. 
He that thus fpake declared Himfelf to have 
"come down from heaven,** and yet aflferted 
Himfelf to be in heaven, while He was thus 
fpeaking* ** The Son of Man, who is in heaven,** 
is the name He gives Himfelf while talking to 
Nicodemus. Surely then, this is *' the man that 
is my fellow J faith the Lord of Hofts*' — that is, 
the man that is equal with God. 

This Epiftle and this Gofpel are the more ftrik* 
ing, becaufe they are the ancient ones for the Oc- 
tave of Pentecoft j and were not fpecially fele£led 
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with reference to the Trinity. But Scripture is 
full of the Trinity, even where it is not feen at 
firft ; as a ray of white light is found to confift of 
three primary colours. Even fo — ** God is 
Light." 

[There are no Proper Pfalms appointed for 
Trinity Sunday, but indeed all the Pfalms are, to 
the inftrufted Chriftian, fo full of God, His Word, 
and His Breath or Spirit, that a fele6lion need 
fcarcely be made.] 

The Church reads to-day the firft Chapter of 
Genefis. And lo ! the fame principle meets us 
here, in the firft chapter of the Bible, which is 
the Firft Leflbn. ** In the beginning God 
created :" — even here we have a noun plural and 
verb Angular in the Hebrew — plurality and unity 
in the name of God in the very firft verfe of the 
Bible. So "the Spirit" moves on the face of the 
waters ! Again, ^^ God (aid, let us make man in 
OUR image, after our likenefs ;" and fo, ** God 
created Man in His own image" — plurality and 
unity once more. 

After this Leffon, detailing the works of Crea- 
tion, it is common to read or fing, inftead of Te 
Deum^ the Benedicite — ^*' Oh all ye works of the 
Lord" — concluding with the Gloria Patriy which 
adapts it to the day, and is rubrical. The Second 
Leflbn is the narrative of our Lord's Baptifm, 
which was a manifeftation of the Trinity. The 
Father fpake, the Son was indicated as His well- 
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beloved, and the Holy Ghost defcended upon 
Him in vifible fhape. 

[The Athanafian Creed follows, which is the 
teftimony of the Church as to the " Faith once 
delivered to the Saints :"] and when we fay after- 
wards in the Nicene Creed the words, *' being of 
one fubftance with the Father," we muft re- 
member that this is the grand verity which we 
confefs this day. 

In the Holy Communion we profefs the fub- 
ftance of the Athanafian Confeffion,* in the words 
— addreffed to the Father — " who are one with 
Thee in Thy Eternal Godhead," or in the fuller 
words, omitting the addrefs to the Father^ — 
*' Who art one God, one Lord, not one only 
perfon, but three perfons in one fubftance: for 
that which we believe of the glory of the Father, 
the (ame we believe of the Son, without any dif- 
ference, or inequality." 

The Trinity Hymns at our difpofal are very 
fine — and among them that one produced by the 
piety and orthodoxy of a Bifliop of our own Anglo- 
Indian Church — 

" Holy, Holy, Holy, LORD GoD Almighty, 
Early in the morning (hall our fong rife to Thee : 
Holy, Holy, Holy, merciful and mighty I 
God in three Perfons, bleffed Trinity I" 

The Second Evening LefTon is St. John's em- 
phatic aflertion of the Trinity, which he alfo ex- 

. L The Athanafian Creed does not appear to be in ufe 
'n the American Church.] 
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pounds and interweaves with all truth in the fame 
chapter. It is not a folitary text here and there, 
but the whole of Scripture, which teaches the 
Triune God, for we read it in the firft chapter in 
the morning, and now we find it in one of the 
laft. How truly we fay then, '' as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever fhall be, world with- 
out end." Amen. 

Minor Fejiivals.* 

ST. THOMAs' DAY. 

[HIS Feftival might feem appropriate to 
Eafter-tide rather than to Advent ; but 
it muft be recollected, that there is an 
important connexion between the Na- 
tivity of Christ and His Refurreftion, which is 
brought into view by the pofition of this Feaft. 
For this truth, fee Romans i. 3, 4. With this re- 
mark, a recurrence to the Services of Holy Week 
will fufficiently illuftrate thofe of this day. 

This day is the (horteft day in the year, as St. 
John Baptift's Day is the longeft, in our northern 
hemifphere. Afterthe Baptift's day till now the days 
are gradually fhortened : after Chriftmas they begin 
to lengthen. In this coincidence old-fafhioned 
people ufed to recoUeft that faying of the Baptift 
— " He muft increafe, but I muft decreafe. " 

• Some of the leading Minor Feftivals, i. e. Commemo- 
rations not direftly referring to the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghofty will here be noticed in their order. 
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ST. STEPHEN S DAY. 



The Church has ordered that neareft to Christ 
in her commendations fhould ftand thofe who are 
moft like unto Him, in ** counting not their own 
lives dear unto them" for His fake, and for the (ake 
of the fouls for which He died. And fo we have im- 
mediately after Chriftmas the three reprefentatives 
of corresponding clafles of witneffes for Christ ; 
St. Stephen the martyr in will and deed ; St. John 
the martyr in will but not in deed; and the 
Little Innocents martyrs in deed though not in 
will. And it has been well obferved, that thus the 
great fun of Chriftmas feems to linger in its light 
after its going down ; the red glare of the firft 
martyrdom being fucceeded by the fofter radiance 
of St. John's long confefTorfhip, and that in turn 
by the fainter glory of the fufFering babes of Beth- 
lehem. 

In the LeiTon from the Proverbs obferve the 
text « the righteous are bold as a lion." In the 
Second Leffon we fee an illuftration of this truth 
in the fpeech of St. Stephen, which is an elaborate 
review of the hiftory of the Jewifli Church ; fliow- 
ing that they never had recognized or received the 
meffengers of God— not even Mofes himfelf,— in 
^e day of their vifitation j and that in rejefting 
hrist they had been true to themfelves in fiil- 
«^hng the Lord's parable of the vineyard. Their 
athers had flain the fervants, but they had flain 
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the heir whom the Father had fent faying, " they 
will reverence my Son." This great Sermon of 
St. Stephen which was the immediate caufe of 
his martyrdom, is concluded in the Second Leflbn 
for Evening Prayer ; and the Firft Leflbn, appro- 
priate enough to the firft of the noble army of 
Chriftian Martyrs, bewails the oppreffions done 
under the fun, becaufe ** on the fide of their op- 
preflbrs there was power." 

As an Introit, the 83rd Pfalm would feem to 
be appropriate, as celebrating the deliverance of 
the Church from her enemies, which has been 
accomplifhed in all ages by making the blood of 
the martyrs the feed of her increafe. Thus " the 
Synagogues of the Libertines, the Cyrenians and 
Alexandrians," may well be likened to " the 
tabernacles of the Edomites and the Ifhmaelites, 
the Moabites and Hagarenes/' But the folemn 
and prophetic imprecations of the Law againft 
the enemies of God muft be viewed as one fide 
of an all-wife fyftem ; while it is the part of the 
Gofpel to illuftrate rather its other fide, that of 
mercy to the chief of finners. Our Saviour 
prayed for His murderers, and St. Stephen was the 
firft to follow His blefled example. For fuch as 
repent there is mercy, as is proved by the cafe 
of Saul of Tarfus ; while for fuch as live and die 
in their iniquity, there is a fearful retribution, 
which often begins even in this world. The 
fearful end of perfecutors is the jTubjefl of an early 
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Chriftian treatife by the elegant and claffical Lac- 
tantius. 

Concerning the Epiftle, it is fufficient to (ay 
that it is the hiftory of St. Stephen's martyrdom ; 
fhort and fimpley but fublime. Obferve, his dy- 
ing was but *' falling afleep.'* The early Chrif- 
tian fepulchres were called cefneteries or Jleeping 
places with reference to fuch inftances of infpired 
warrant for the idea. The Gofpel is our Lord^s 
prediction of the perfecution of His meflfengers ; 
and is a terrible denunciation of judgment againft 
the city which killed the prophets. On this ge- 
neration their fathers* fins were vifited, becaufe 
they filled up the meafure of their fathers* fins : 
and this, be it remarked, is the law of God's 
temporal judgments. Had they repented, Christ 
Himfelf afTures us that He " would have gathered 
them, as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings." Their blood was left on their own heads 
when Jesvs added the words—" but ye would 
not.*' 

ST. John's day. 

^T u \^^ ^^ ""^^^^ D^iel of theNewCovenant 
-the beloved difciple—the Son of Thunder— the 
th^^ r ''^ E)ivine,theApoftle; the writer of 
SnTenf^^''^ ^^^^^'^ the exile of Patmos; the 
ouS :; T'"'? ""''^^ Church ; of him who 

thefecondcenV! / ^^^^^^^ ^'^^ "^^^ ^'^ 

^^«tury of the Chriftian Church, who 
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did for the Greek Churches what St. Paul did for 
the Latin ; who faw the Apocalypfe, and who, to 
all his other claims to our veneration, adds yet 
this, that he was the guardian and the adopted Son 
of the BleiTed Virgin ; was chofen to this office 
by our Lord Himfelf, and named thereto by His 
dying words upon the Crofs. 

In him was realized the promife — ** if ye drink 
any deadly thing it fhall not hurt you ;" and he 
efcaped the burning cauldron of the tyrant Do- 
mitian, unharmed by the fire. He was a martyr 
of a peculiar kind. 

The Leffons from Ecclefiaftes are not ftrikingly 
appropriate, but the Second LeiTons are well cho- 
fen. They are the lirft and laft chapters of the 
great work which St. John wrote as the prophet 
of the New Teftament Canon. The Morning 
LeiTon contains the narrative of his exile to Pat- 
mos, and the fublime account of his rapture on 
" the Lord's Day,'* which is thought by fome 
critics to be the annual rather than the weekly 
feftival of Christ's refurreftion or Eafter day. 
In either cafe it is an important proof of the 
Chriftian Sabbath and of the feftival fyftem. The 
Evening LeiTon is a refrefliing foretafte of heaven, 
and contains the text appropriate to the Seafon of 
Chriftmas, — " I am the root and the offspring of 
David, the Bright and the Morning-Star." 

The 92nd Pfalm, as the Introit, celebrates the 
triumph of the Apoftle over his perfecutors, and 



174 MINOR FESTIVALS. 

the faft that he lived to *' bring forth more fruit 
in his age." 

The Apoftle fays, that he has no greater joy 
than to hear that his children '^ walk in the truth." 
In the ColIe£b we pray accordingly that this joy 
may be fulfilled in us. It is an eminently beau- 
tiful prayer. The Epiftle is St. John's Chriftmas 
offering to his Mafler — ^a tribute to his Divinity, 
Incarnation, and Atonement. The Gofpel teaches 
us that there are many ways of glorifying God, in 
life and deaths and that we mufl not curioufly 
inquire as to our deflinies, but fimply follow pro- 
vidence in fidelity to obvious duty. God will 
order all to our good and His own glory. 

Innocents' Day. 

This day was called Childermas in old times, and is 
ftijl^e Church's Feaft of Children. It is defigned 
^.^.^^ remind us of the relations of little children to the 
kingdom of heaven ; that Christ has accepted 
them as unconfcious martyrs ; and that, as expe- 
rience in fuch as the aged St. John, and flrength 
jn ftich as the youthful St. Stephen, fo a flate of 
^aptifmal mnocence, by remifSon of fin, is the glory 

MornL'S^^ . ^' J^*^" "• ^'' ^3.) The firft 
grand k ' "" Jeremiah (ch. xxxi.) is the 

phecv f ^K^^ ^^^ ^^y'^ folemnity, as a dire<a pro- 
and alf MafTacre of the Innocents by Herod ; 

^ as a prediaion of Infant Salvation : « a 



MINOR FESTIVALS. 1 75 

voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter 
weeping, &c." "Thus faith the Lord, Refrain 
thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from 
tears ; for thy work (hall be rewarded, faith the 
Lord, and they Jhall come again from the land of 
the enemy **^ 

The Epiftle takes up this promife, and fhows 
the lovely army of infant martyrs, as little lambs 
on Mount Sion, in the fold of Him who is at once 
the Lamb of God and the Shepherd of the fheep. 
Obferve, with reference to the Baptifm of Infants, 
the fimple charafteriftic of their falvation — "hav- 
ing His Father's name written in their fore- 
heads." In the death of Chriftian infants this is 
the confoling thought : they have not known 
Him, but He has known them and written His 
name upon them. They are redeemed and their 
original fm is waflied out, and they have com- 
mitted no adtual tranfgrefEon : " in their mouth 
is found no guile, and they are without fault be- 
fore the throne of God." 

The Gofpel narrates the fulfilment of the pro- 
phecy concerning Rachel : and the Collect is a 
pious afpiration after that fpirit of little children, 
without which no foul can be accepted according 
to the declaration of Christ Himfelf. It is im- 
portant to the underftanding of the nature of Re- 
demption, that we fhould get the great idea, that 

• Jeremiah xxxi. 15, x6. 
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** of fuch is the kingdom of Heaven.'^ The ig- 
norant queftion whether infants may be baptized 
is thus reverfed : and we find that adual tranf- 
grefTors can only be entitled to baptifm by " be- 
coming as little children." In a word — Christ's 
Atonement would include all that are born of 
women, and would reftore all mankind, were it 
not for adlual fin. Children who do not fin in 
aft are therefore healed by free grace ; but others 
who have finned againft light and knowledge mufl 
of neceffity repent of their fins, before the fame 
free grace can reach their fouls. 

Conversion of St. Paul. 

Of other Saints we celebrate the Martyrdom ; but 
in the cafe of him who was in deaths o/tj and who 
" died daily" we commemorate the event in which 
he firfl learned what great things he was to fufFer 
for Christ's fake. This day is another Epiphany, 
well worthy to fland next that Feafl in the Ca- 
lendar — for it is the commemoration of Christ's 
manifeftation to the Great Dodtor of the Gentiles, 
in order that by him He might be manifefled to 
all the world. The Light that appeared to the 
wife men was made efFeftual when the fame 
Light fhone round Saul of Tarfus as he journeyed 
to Damafcus. That Light was the Shekinah or 
incommunicable glory of God. Jesus appeared 
inverted therein, to prove to His perfecutor that 
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He was the Meffiah, and that He was rifen from 
the dead. Not for His fake, but for ours ! The 
door to the Gentiles was about to be opened by 
the baptifm of Cornelius, and a chofen veflel to 
bear the grace of God was needed. It pleafed the 
Lord of Glory to furnifh an Apoftle who (hould 
be himfelf a monument of His Refurredion and 
Godhead. All the evidence that an honeft heart 
could defire, in an unexpected moment flafhed 
upon him. This miracle was wrought to en- 
lighten the whole world, but Saul's "obedience 
to the heavenly vifion" was that of any convinced 
and humbled fmner. He might have difobeyed — 
but he repented and willingly deceived Baptifm 
after prayer and fafting. The Gofpel therefore 
was miraculoufly preached to him, and through 
him to all the world ; but to fay that his conver- 
fion was miraculous, is in ftridl language improper, 
and favours the wildeft enthufiafm. We celebrate 
on this day, not fo much the Converfion of St. 
Paul, as the Illumination of the World by means 
of a miraculous Epiphany of Christ Himfelf; 
and while we enjoy the reflefted light of this 
Epiphany in the Epiftles written and the Churches 
planted by St. Paul, we muft not forget that much 
more was done for our fouls than for his in that 
difpenfation of Providence to which we owe our 
knowledge of the Gofpel. 

But even if we regard this great event with the 
leaden eye of the cold and faithlefs rationalift — 
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what abundant reafon there is to remember it! 
The Converfion of St. Paul has left enduring 
confequences. In our own times a worldly great 
man has been known to revolutionize all Europe, 
and by means of armies and navies and fwift 
beafts, to fly throughout the world, working the 
mightieft of changes. But all has died with him, 
and vaniflied " like a thin froth that is driven 
away with the ftorm." St. Paul, on the contrary, 
journeying as far and wide as he, (although on 
foot '' in peril of robbers," or in crazy veflels '' in 
perils of the fea,") with the fimple (word of the 
Spirit, meets and conquers alike the boifterous 
mob of Ephefus — the ruftics of inner Afia — ^the 
fages of Athens — the officers of Caefar's houfehold 
— if not alfo the favages of Britain. It is eigh- 
teen hundred years fince — and all that he did 
remains. In three hundred years from the time 
when he bowed his head to Nero's fword — the 
work he left had furvived the fuperftition of the 
Caefars ; and the odious Crofs in which he gloried 
had fupplanted the Roman Eagle. We have 
reafon then to celebrate the event on which the 
world's deftinies have hinged ; efpecially as God 
has committed it to our devout admiration in no 
lefs than three feveral narratives. 

The old Introit is the Pfalm Confitebor tibi^ or 
the 138th. It appears to have been chofen, like 
the Evening LelTon from Wifdom, with reference 
to St. Paul's miiEon to the princes of the earth. 
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who are called " gods" by the Pfalmift. Yet in 
reference to his failing and penitence, and his 
ftrengthening in the Holy Ghost, there is a pro- 
priety in applying to the Converfion of St. Paul 
the verfe, — *' When I called upon Thee, Thou 
heardeft me, and enduedft my foul with much 
ftrength." 

The CoUeft exprefles the objeft of the Com- 
memoration ; gratitude to God for the Converfion 
of St. Paul, as the gracious means of bringing us 
to the knowledge of the Truth. The Epiftle 
repeats the hiftory of the event ; and the Holy 
Gofpel is chofen in reference to one who facri- 
ficed houfes and lands, and wife and children, for 
Christ's fake and the Gofpel's. Yet its chief 
point feems to be in the words of Christ Him- 
felf, — " But many that are firft fliall be laft, and 
the laft fliall be firft." Of the earlieft Apoftles, 
one betrayed the Lord, and another who in many 
things was firft, for a time fell away; but St. 
Paul — though '' born out of due feafon," and laft 
called — laboured " more abundantly than they 
all," and was not a whit behind the " chiefeft of 
the Apoftles." 
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Wan Bun : Early Day in the North West, by Mrs. John H 

Kinzie. 8vo. cloth. 14s. 

Iowa as it is in 1856 : a Gazetteer for Citizens, and a Handbook 
for Immigrants. Post 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

The North and the South ; a Statistical View of the Condition of 

the Free and Slave States. 4s. 
The States of Central America, by E. G. Squier. Cloth. 18«. 

Mosouito Shore— Waikna, by the Same. 7s. 6(2. Also, a cheap 
edition, Is. 
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Explorations and Adventures in Honduras, by William Y . Wells. 

with Illustrations. 8to. lis, 
Kew Grenada, and Twenty Months in the Andes, by Isaac F. 

Holton. 8to. 12s. 
Mexico and its Religion ; or. Incidents of Travel in that Country, 

hj Robert A. Wilson. 7s. 9d. 
El Gringo 5 or, New Mexico and her People, by W. W. H. Davis. 

Post fvo. 6s. 6d. 
Life in Brazil, by Thomas Ewbank, Author of " Treatise on Hy- 

dranlics," &c. 8vo. cloth. 12s. 
Brazil and La Plata, by C. S. Stevrart. 12mo. 7s. 
Chili and the Araucanians, by Edmund Iteuel Smith. 7«. 6</. 

Cuba, by Baron Humboldt. From the Spanish, by S. T. 

Thrasher. 8s. 6d; 
Virginia, Illustrated by Porte Crayon and his Cousins. 8vo. 14«. 
A Health Trip to the Tropics, by N. Parker Willis. Post 8vo. 

10s.6rf. 

From Niagara Falls to Quebec: a Panoramic Guide, by W.'S. 
Hnnter. 12mo. cloth. With 100 Illustrations. 6s. 

Canada and its Besources. Two Prize Essays, by Hogan and 
Morris. 7s., or separately, Is. ed. each, and Map, 3s. 

Western Africa, its History, Condition, and Prospects, by the 
Rer. J. Leighton Wilson, 18 Years a Missionary. Post 8vo. 8s. 6d. 

Central Africa ; or, Life and Landscapes from Egypt to the Negro 

Kingdoms of the White Nile, by Bayard Taylor. 7s. <M. 

The Eastern Archipelago and the Prison of Weltevreden, by 

Walter Gibson. Bs. 6d. 

Japan as it was and is, by Bichard Hildreth. With Map. Post 

8vo. cloth. 8s. 

India, China, and Japan, by Bayard Taylor. 7<. 6d, 

Burman Empire. — ^The Golden Dagon ; or, Up and Down the 

Irrawaddi. 6s. M. 
Scampavias from Gibel Inek to Stamboul, by Lt. Wise. 7«. 6d. 

Palestine, Asia Minor, SicOy, and Spain. By Bayard Taylor. 
(2nd Edition.) 7s. 6rf. 

Modem Greece : a Narrative of Residence and Travel, by Henry 
M. Baird. Ss.ed. 

The Sultan and his People, by C. Oscanyan, of Constantinople. 

Illustrated by a Turkish Artist. Post 8to. 7s. 6d. 

Boat-Life and Tent-Life in Egypt, Nubia, and the Holy Land, 

by W. C. Prime. 2 toIs. Post 8vo. 17s. 

Madeira, Portugal, and Andalusia, by C. A. March. 8<. 6<f . 

The Attache in Madrid ; or. Sketches of the Court of Isabella U. 
From the German. Post Svo. 7s. M. 

Italian Sights and Papal Principles, by J. J. Jarres. 7t. 6d. 
Parisian Sights and French Principles, by J. J. Jarves. 6s. 6^. 
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Parisian Sights and French Principles. Second Series. By the 
Same. 7a. 6rf. ^ 

At Home and Abroad, by Madame Ossoli Fuller. 7s. 6<i. 

Sunny Memories of Foreign Lands ; by Mrs. Harriet Beecher 
Stowe. With 60 Illustrations. 2s. 6d. 

Impressions of England, by the Rev. A. Cleveland Coxe. 6s. 

Peter Parley's Own Life and Reminiscences of Places and People. 
3 Tols. With Illustrations. 8vo. 21«. 

SCIENCE AND DISCOVERY. 

DICTIONARY of Photography. By Thomas Sutton, 
B.A., Editor of "Photographic Notes." Illustrated with Wood- 
cut Dtagrams. 1 vol. crown 8vo. red edges, 7*. 6d. 

Physical Geography of the Sea, by Lieut. Maury. 6th 
Edit. 8yo. Ids. 

The Kedge Anchor ^ or, Young Sailor's Assistant, by William 
Brady. Seventy Illnstrations. 8vo. 1^. 

Theory of the Wmds, by Capt. Charles Wilkes. 8vo. d. 8«. 6<f. 

The Recent Progress of Astronomy, by Elias Loomis, LL.D. 
3rd Edition. Post 8vo. U. 6d. 

An Introduction to Practical Astronomy, by the Same. 8vo. 
cloth. Ss. 

The Bible and Astronomy, by Dr. Kurtz, from the 3rd German 

Edition. Post 8vo. 7«. M. 
Outline of the Geology of the Globe, by Edward Hitchcock, D.D. 

8vo. 7«. 6d 
System of Mineralogy, by James D. Dana. New Edit. Revised. 

With Numerous Engravings. 2 vols. 8vo. 24s. 

Cyclopedia of Mathematical Science, by Davies and Peck. 8vo. 
Sheep. 18«. 

The Canadian Naturalist and Geologist. 8yo. Bimonthly. 2s, Qd* 

The Practice of Photography ; a Manual for Students and Ama- 
teurs, by Philip H. Delamotte, F.SA. 8rd Edition. 48. ed. 

Phrenology made Practical, and Popularly Explained, byFrederick 
Bridges. With 64 Illnstrations. Fcp. Cloth, 8«. 6d. 

TRADE, COMMERCE, AND AGRICULTURE. 

HE Permanent Way and Coal -Burning LocomotiTe 

Boilers of European Bailvrajs; with a Comparison of the 
Working Economy of European and American Xines, and the 
Principles upon which Improvement must proceed. By Zerah 
Colburn and Alexander L. Holley. With 51 engraved Plates 
by J. Bien. Folio, cloth. 21. 2$. 

History of the Rise and Process of the Iron Trade of the United 

states, firom 1621 to 1857 ; with numerous Statistical Tables relating to 
the Manufacture, Importation, Exportation, and Prices of Iron for more 
than a Century. By B. F. French. 8vo. cloth* 10«. 

Australia ; its Commerce and Pinance. Is. 
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The Test-Book of Modem Carpentry, by Thomas W. $illoway. 
Illustrated hj 20 Copperplates. Fcap. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

Bailrofid AocideDts; their Causes and Core, by Emile With. 

Post 8vo. 7*. 

The Cotton Planter's Manual 5 byJ. A. Turner. rq).8vo. 6s. 6rf. 

The Cotton Manufacturer's Guide ; by J. Moss. 3rd Edit. 2s. 6d. 

The Foreign Commerce of the United States ; by J. Smith Ho- 
mans. Svo. cloth. 7s. 6<£. 

Hunt's Merchants' Magazine (Monthly). 2s. 6d, 

The Book of Farm Implements, and their Construction ; .by John 
L. Thomas. With 200 Illustrations. I2mo. 6s. 6d. 

The Practical Surveyor's Guide 5 by A. Duncan. Fcp.Svo. 4«. 6rf. 

ARCHITECTURE AND DRA^ITINO. 

ESIGNS for Parish Churches; with 100 Illustrations. 
Bj J. Coleman Hart. 8yo. cloth. 2ls. 

Villas and Cottages: by Calvert Vaux, Architect. 300 

Illustrations. 8to. bloth. 12s. 

The Amateur's Drawing Book, and Basis of Study for the Pro- 
fessional Artist. By J. G. Chapman, M.A. With numerous Illustra- 
tions. 4to. cloth, gilt top, One Guinea. 

Compositions in Outline. By Felix O. C Darley. From Judd'i 

Margaret. Folio. Originally published at Three Guineas. 1/. Is. 

THEOLOOY. 

HE Land and the Book, or Biblical lUustraticms drawn 
from the Manners and Customs, the Scenes and the Scenerj 
of the H0I7 Land, bj W. M. Thomson, M.D., twenty-flye 
years a Missionary in Syria and Palestine. With 3 Maps and 
several hundred Illustrations. 2 vols. Post Svo. cloth. 1/. Is. 

A Short Method of Prayer ; an Analysis of a Work so entitled 
by Madame de la Mothe-Guyon ; by Thomas C. Uphom, Professor of 
Mental and Moral Philosophy in Bowdoin College, U.S., America. 12mo. 
cloth, (printed by Whittingham.) [Shortfy. 

The Power of Prayer, Illustrated by the wonderful Displays of 
Divine (Jrace during the American Revival in 1857 and 1868, by Samuel J. 
Prime, Author of " Travels in Europe and the East." Post Svo. cloth. 6s. 

The New Testament Translated from the Original Greek, with 
Chronological Arrangement of the Sacred Books and improved Divisions 
of Chapters and Verses, by Leicester Ambrose Sawyer. Svo. 7«. 6d. 

Christian Days and Thoughts, by the Rev. Ephraim Peabody. 
I2mo. cloth, bevelled boards. Is. 6d, 

Life Scenes from Mission Fields ; edited by the Bev. Hubbard 

Winslow. Fcap. 6s. 
Motives for Missions: Addresses by the Bishops of Carlisle and 

Ripon, and others. Fcp. Svo. 35. 

Relig^ion in America; by Dr. Baird. 8vo. cloth. 14s. 
Annalsof the American Pulpit; by Dr. Sprague. 2 vols. Svo. SOs. 
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the Rev. Stephen Tyng, D.D. Post 8to. 5s. 
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Double Witness of the Church j by the Rev. W. J. Kip, D.D. 

Fcp. Svo. 6s. 
Presbyterian Looking for the Church. Fcp. Svo. cloth. 6«. 6d, 
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Sermons for all Seasons 5 by the Rev. Charles B. Tayler, M. A. i 

Fcp. Svo. cloth. 5s. 
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Sermons for Boys ; or, the Church in the Schoolroom, by the Rev. 

L. J. Bemays. Fcp. Svo. 5s. , 

Family Prayer for a Fortnight; by a Lady. Svo. 3«. ! 

The Bible and Astronomy; by Dr. Kurtz. From the Third I 

(German Edition. Fcp. Svo. 7s. 6d. j 

Religious Truth; by Edward Hitchcock. Post 8vo. 7s, Gd, ; 

Essays and Reviews ; by Dr. Hodge. Svo. cloth. 12s. I 

Essays and Reviews ; by Dr. Barnes. 2 vols. Post Svo. 9s. 

American National Preacher. Vol. 32. 7s. &d. ' 

Professor Upham's Life of Faith, and other Works — per vol. 5s. 6d. 

Life and Experience of Madame Guyon. Svo. cloth. 7s. 6d, 

Life of Madame Catherine Adoma; 12mo. cloth. 4s. 6d. 

IiA^ir AND JURISPRUDENCE. 

UMMARY of the Law of Copyright and International 
Treatises; by Peter Burke, l^o. 6s. 

Elements of International Law ; by Henry Wheaton, 
LL.D. 6th edit, royal Svo. 3Is. 6d. 
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History of the Iaw of Nations 5 by the Same. Boy al 8vo. dolh. 

Gommentaries on American Law ; by Chancellor Kent. Ninth 
sad entirelf New Edition. 4 vols. 8vo. calf. 51. 6s. ; cloth, 4/. 10s. 

Lectures on the Constitutional Jurisprudence of the United States ; 
by W. A. Daer, LL.D. 12mo. 10s. 6d. 

Principles of Political Economy ; by Francis Bowen. 8vo. cl. 1 4s. 

Treatise on the Law of Evidence ; by Simon Greenleaf, LL.D. 
3 vols. Svo. calf. 41. is. 

A Treatise on the Measure of Damages ; or, An Enquiry into 
the Principles which govern the Amount of Compensation in Courts of 
Justice. Bj Theodore Sedgwick. Third revised Edition, enlarged. 
Imperial Svo. cloth. 31s. M. 

Mr. Justice Story's and his Son W. W. Story's Works, 

Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States. 2 vols. Z6». 

Familiar Exposition of the Law of Agency. Calf. SOs. 

Bailments. 30s. 

Bills of Exchange. Calf. SOs. 

Law of Contracts. 2 vols, cloth. 63s. 

Conflict of Laws. Svo. cloth. 32s. 

Eqnitj Pleadings. Calf. S2s. 

Equity Preced^ts, Companion to ** Pleadings ; " by G. I. Curtis. Svo. 

calf. 30s. 
Gommentaries on Equity Jurisprudence. 2 vols, cloth, 56s. Calf, 63s. 
Law of Partnership. SOs. 
Promissory Notes. Calf. 30s. 
Pleadings in Civil Actions. Calf. 25s. 

MEDICAL. 

UMAN Physiology, Statical and Dynamical; by Dr. 
Draper. 300 Illustrations. Svo. 25s. 

A Treatise on the Practice of Medicine j by Dr. George 
B. Wood. Fourth Edition. 2 Vols. 36$. 

A Treatise on Fractures, by J P. Malgaigpie, Chirurgien de 
I'Hdpital Saint Louis, Translated, with Notes and Additions, by John H. 
Packard, M.D. With 106 Illustrations. Svo. sheep. 1/. Is. 

The History of Prostitution; its Extent, Causes, and Effects 
throughout the World : by William Sanger, M.D. Svo. cloth. 16s. 

A History of Medicine, from its Origin to the Nineteenth Century. 
By Dr. P. V. Renouard. Svo. 18s. 

lietters to a Young Physician just entering upon Practice; by 
James Jackson, MTD. Fop. Svo. 5s. 

Lectures on the Diseases of Women and Children. By Dr. G. S. 
Bedford. 4th Edition. Svo. 18s. 

Principles and Practice of Dental Surgery; by C. A. Harris. 6th 
Edition. Svo. 24s. 

Chemical and Pharmaceutical Manipulations ; by C. and C. Morfit. 
Boyal Svo. Second Edition enlarged. 21s. 

Principles of Organic and Physiological Chemistry 5 by Dr. Carl 
L&wig. Svo. cloth. 16s. 
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The Analytical Chemist; by Woehler. Translated by Oscar 
Lieber. Fcp. 8vo. 8s. 6d. 
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£. Beecher. Illustrated. 12mo. 3s. ed. 

Physiology and Callisthenics ; by the same Author. Illustrations. 
12ino. 3s. 6d. 
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JLIGHTED Pasque Flowers : a Plea for the Workroom. 
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8to. fancy boards, Is. 

Poems 5 by William W. Story. Crown 870. cloth. 6«. 

The Painted Window ; a Poem, by M. £. Arnold. 2nd Edit. 35. M. 

Adventures of a Summer Eve; by W. G. T. Barter. 12mo. 6j. 

Lee Shore and other Poems ; by James M. Share. 12mo. 2s, ^d. 

Rural Poetry of the English Language ; edited by J. W. Jenks, 
M.A. 8vo. 18s. 

Poets and Poetry of Europe; by Henry W. Longfellow. 8vo. 21«. 

Poetry of the East ; by W. R. Alger. 8vo. 6*. 

Codrus; a Tragedy, by Richard Neal. Fcap. Svo. cloth. 2«. 6rf. 

FICTION. 

HE Ministers Wooing ; a Tale by the Author of " Uncle 
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tion ; Illustrated by Phiz. Post Svo. [Shortly. 

Round The Sofa, by the Author of " Mary Barton," 
« Life of Charlotte Bronte." 2 vols. Post Svo. [Shortly. 
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Story 2. Four Sisters. Story 3. Bertha's Love. Story 4. The Ordeal. 
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The Angels' Song ; a Christian Retrospect. By Charles B. Tay- 

ler. With Illustrations. 58. 

The Barefooted Maiden ; by Berthold Auerbach. Illustrated by 

Wehnert. Fcap. Svo. 6s. 

Blanche Neville ; a Tale of Married Life. By Rev. C. D. Bell. 6«. 

Blind Girl of Wittemburg ; or, the Times of Luther. 65. 6d. 

Constantine ; or, the Last Days of an Empire, by Captain Spencer. 
2 vols. Post Svo. ISs. 

The 160th Thousand of Mrs. Beecher Stowe's "Dred." 2s, Sd, 
Cheap edition, Is. 6d. 

Mabel Vaughan 5 by Miss Cumpins, Author of ** The Lamp- 
lighter." Edited by Mrs. Ghukell. Cloth, 3«. 6d. Cheap edition, Is. ed. 
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